
Berrigan Elementary School Council 
BES library 

Thursday December 8, 2016 6:30pm 
Minutes 

Attendance: See sign in sheet 

Commence at 18:30 

1. Welcome –  

2. Approval of agenda put forward by Jenn and second by Allison 

3. Approval of November minutes made by Tara and second by Allison 

4. Reports: 

a. Principal and Vice Principal  – Brent Smith and Shelley Neill –  

i.  The extra-curricular calendar is on the website and loaded with 
activities. Four of the clubs (Drama, Arts, Dance, and Chess clubs) are 
being run by students with only teacher supervision.  

ii. About a month ago there was a call put out for exercise bikes. 2 were 
received which is great. There will be another call put out for additional 
bikes.  

iii.Yard update: Brent has asked again for quotes. It would be for the 
pavement area outside of the portables which is meant to be an outside 
gym so it is lined like the gym. Hopefully a quote will come back on this 
soon.  

iv. Math strategies update – the teachers all working hard on the number 
talk goals. This will help the students attack math problems more 
confidently. There have been coaches coming in to talk to the teachers 
about how to implement these strategies.  

v. The foyer is going to be used during kids body breaks. The bicycle will 
be placed there, perhaps a brain challenge area and a section set up for 
physical activities such as burpees etc. This will coincide nicely with the 
zones of regulations used within the school. Hopefully this will make 
this space more useful.  

1. Question: Could there be more equipment added rather than just 
exercise bikes such as skipping ropes etc. Answer: This is just a 
starting point but more things might be added in time. However, 
there will always be the concern with supervision.  

b. Teacher representative –  Juli Gordier 

i. See attached report 



c. Treasurer – Jayda Siggers –  

i.  Back page of the minutes identifies the available funds. It identifies 
there is approximately $29000 available.  

d. Co-chair – Jenn Roy and Allison Mika –  

i.  Movie night December 2nd which raised about $870.00.  

ii. Second term of lunch programs will start as soon as the kids return from 
break. The numbers appear to be close to the same as first term.  

iii.There is a movie night on January 27th but there is a DJ that a parent 
generously donated for the night. The DJ is available on the 27th so this 
will likely be a dance rather than a movie night. There will likely be a 
food drive this week as well from Monday through Friday. The dance will 
likely be a western theme as the Friday of that week is a spirit day and 
it is western day. Volunteers will be needed for the dance.  

iv. Motion put forward to set a budget to spend on the dance for tickets, 
popcorn etc. This will be recouped at the dance but things need to be 
purchased up front. Motion for $300 to buy things in advance, voted on 
and passed.  

v. The Grade 6 students have asked for money for their leaving ceremony. 
This covers the cost of food, cake etc. There was a motion put forward 
for $1500.00 for the grade 6 students .The final amount will be 
determined based on the receipts that are collected so could be less 
than this. Motion for $1500.00, voted on and passed.  

vi.The Sens fundraiser that was initially discussed was not possible as 
there was no quorum to vote on it. There is another opportunity 
available in February (February 19th, 17:00 against Winnipeg). There 
would be a block of seats likely in the 300 level. There is a minimum of 
50 tickets that we would have to purchase. There needs to be a vote to 
be able to go forward and try to get as many seats as possible. The co-
chairs will determine how many seats would be available and then it 
will be voted on through email. Transportation would be the family’s 
responsibility. 

vii.There have been requests sent out for clothing purchases. It would be 
nice to do this in the spring before the BBQ.  

viii.Council has previously purchased snow shoes for the school for recess 
and gym class. They are getting old now and it has been proposed that 
council assist in purchasing more. Each pair is about $130 per pair. For 
10 pairs it will cost about $1400.00. Brent suggested that the school 
could put money towards this as well. It would be ideal to get a set of 
20. The bindings do not likely go small enough for about less than grade 
2 students so typically they are used by grade 3-6 most often. Motion 
put forward by Jenn for $1400 for the 10 pairs of snowshoes, voted on 
and passed.  



5. New business 

a.  Samko and Miko toy sale raised about $260 

b. Cake walk – this could be done at the garage sale. The cake walk involves 
people donating cakes/cookies etc. People buy tickets so that they can put 
their tickets in the cake that they are interested in and then a name is drawn 
and they win the cake.  

c. Jingle jangle – parents donate things that they do not want anymore and then 
kids get to bring money to the school and purchase what they want for their 
families and friends. This could be something that is discussed in the new year 
for next year holiday season.  

Meeting adjourned at 19:29 Next meeting January 12th, 2017 at 18:30 

Teacher Report - December 2016 

Beauchesne Gr6- Mrs. Beauchesne's English Grade 6 class is super busy this month! Students 
are completing a unit on questions and answers and are now able to successfully answer 
challenging questions. Being able to identify what the question is really asking and where to 
find the answers to particular questions is never easy. We are happy to report that most 
students have jumped up a level!  

We are also currently preparing for a large field trip with the English Grade 5 and 6 classes. 
On Dec 14th, students will be traveling by OC Transpo bus to Bayshore Mall where they will be 
shopping for senior citizens. There is so much value in this experience- tons of academic 
opportunities (practice with money, tax, sale and percentage) coupled with real life 
opportunities (giving back within our own community, practice taking city transportation, 
cooperation in a group setting, making healthy lunch choices etc).  

We are also working to attempt to put something together for the holiday concert. The two 
English Grade 6 classes are looking at doing a version of The 12 Days of Christmas based on 
the rendition of Straight No Chaser. Students are pretty excited!  

Even though we are well into December, students continue to work hard and are engaged in 
learning! 

From our Grade 6 class to yours, wishing you the happiest of holiday seasons! 

Gunhouse - Chess club is up and running Mondays and Wednesdays first recess, grades 3-6 
(started November 21st) 

Latsis - Open gym for juniors is a great hit!!  We have 20-50 students showing up and enjoying 
different activities (dodgeball, bordenball, indoor soccer and floor hockey) 

I will continue in December. 



Mrs. Randall - Scholastic Book Fair Summary Nov. 2016 

It was another wildly successful Fall book fair for us.  In total we sold $9,122.85 in books!!!!   
From this we earned: $1058.00 in books that were taken from the fair ($679 in English books 
and $379 in French), $609.55 in credit with Scholastic and $1365.53 in money for the library 
account. 

I could not have done this sale without the incredible help of my amazing volunteer 
Esmat!!!!!!!  I think she and I together could conquer the retail world.  Other amazing help 
from student volunteers from high school included, Ziad, Jack and Brenna. 

Gordier - Big Brothers and Sisters will be working in the school in the New Year running 
various programs to support individual and groups of students. Their role is to mentor 
students require social/emotional support to develop positive healthy relationships.. We also 
wanted to promote their clothing drop off bin at the Minto Complex.  Donated clothing items 
go back to the Big Brothers and Sisters Organization of Ottawa so that they can offer 
programs within schools and the community.    

Varvaresos In both 4/5 and 5A EFI classes we have been studying PSAs. We viewed some 
samples and discussed what criteria a PSA needed to display in order to be considered a PSA. 
Students then spent some time reviewing the Ottawa2017 website as their goal was to create 
a persuasive announcement to encourage visitors to visit the Nation's capital for the 
celebration of Canada's 150th bday.  

Ski Club has 218 participants (last year we were at 220 students) 

WOW club has 47 participants (Jen Michaud is the organizer for this) 

The addition of WOW club this year has allowed us to get an extra 45 students involved in a 
winter activity compared to last year. Both of these take place on Jan. 12, 19, 26  

St.Germain The Primary grades 1, 2 and 2/3 English Classes (Weltner, Miller-Johnston, Korosi 
and St-Germain) invited children's author Cindy Missen Ross to visit their classrooms. Her 
book,  Awaiting Winter's End, was a recommended resource in Natural Curiosity e-newsletter 
out of the University of Toronto, Dr. Jackman Institute for Child Study.  The non-fiction text 
was a huge hit with our students! They listened carefully and participated actively as they 
learned about hibernation, migration and the adaptation of nine mystery creatures native to 
Ontario.     

Newton - In Mr Newton’s Grade 4 class, this week they are participating in the Hour of Code 
by launching their maker space initiative. Currently they are using a scratch program to make 
video games. This will carry forward to use of other programmable devices like the makey-
makeys  and a raspberry pie. 

They are also working on a song for the Christmas Concert, which they are looking forward to 
performing at the Holiday concert.  


