
Berrigan Elementary School Council 
BES library 

Monday, April 13, 2015 18:30pm 
Minutes 

Attendance: See sign in sheet 

Meeting called to order at 18:39 (waiting for more council members for possible quorum)  

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of agenda: no changes or additions. Lynne nominate and Jada second, all 
approve. 

3. Approval of March minutes: Brent asked to remove the word ‘random’ from the March 
minutes where Brent talked about the writing continuum expectations. He stressed the 
were not random but rather a collection. With this change to be made the minutes 
were nominated for approval by Jenn and seconded by Lynne. All approve. 

4. Trustee Donna Blackburn: Donna has been going around to connect with all schools.  

Donna explained how she became the school board trustee. The board has 6 new 
trustee members, which is half the board. They are just starting the budget process; 
you can follow the budget on line and give feedback. Unfortunately, they are in 
position this year on having to cut staffing. This year there were staff in special 
education that were cut. She keeps in regular contact with Brent (on boards that he is 
on) and the co-chairs. Short discussion about how there may be a strike in the 
highschool level which would impact the 9-12’s not the 7-8’s. Negotiations are under 
way. Donna will be donating some signs for the garage sale.  

Questions – When are the attendance boundaries looked at and are there any changes? There 
are changes that could occur but not within the Berrigan school. There is a working group that 
is set up to determine what the boundaries will be for the new Half Moon Bay  school.  

Question – Brent Smith asked when the school attendance for Berrigan was last looked at. The 
answer is 2011 when the Chapman mills school opened. There are currently 3 portables which 
is actually a low number. Some schools have many more. When LDH opens the new wing it is 
expected that many of the portables will be removed and the yard space then returned. The 
plan is to have about 3 portables at LDH. Discussion about building in Half Moon Bay and this 
school will have a capacity of 647 students. 

5. Kerry Randall – library project 

Kerry is attempting to re-do some of the library as there are many times of the day where it is 
just a library and not being used for other things. There is a push to use it for things like 
podcasts for all of the grade 3’s etc. and use it as a learning commons. There is about 1.5 
days where the librarians are not around and the space is not be used at all. This space could 
be used for other things such as being able to move the furniture to have impromptu planning 



sessions and secure a quiet place to work. The books would not be removed at all rather the 
library would provide different areas such as computer areas, desk areas etc. This is to have 
active and engaged learning rather than the quiet places that they have been. The library 
could be used during lunch times for things like gaming etc. She would like moveable 
furniture, multipurpose furniture, bean bags for nooks for reading, a projector to use with a 
big screen that can go up when the furniture is moved out of the way.  

There was a youtube video presented from north saanach school district. There was a budget 
handed out where Kerry presented how much each thing would cost. Initially there would be a 
desire for the moveable tables. She has stated that ideally everything will be purchased 
eventually but if necessary to start with one piece at a time. The top priorities are the tables, 
the projector, and the large screen. Top priorities would be over a one year period and the 
smaller things ideally over a two year period. So about $7500.00 this year and then the 
remainder of the money the following year. The furniture would have to come through the 
board suppliers but if they cannot be supplied by the board then they would need to go 
elsewhere.  

Question - Last year there was a large sum of money given to the school for projectors and it 
was thought that there was money given for the projector and screen in that and it is unsure 
where this is. The answer was that the screen that was purchased is massive and it is 
projected from behind. This will likely be used for movie nights but is too big for the use that 
we were intending.  

Unfortunately there is not quorum this time so there can be no vote about the money so this 
will have to be moved to next month. Hopefully this can be approved at the next meeting.  

6. Reports 

 Brent Smith 

This is the time of year when staffing needs and projected enrolment is discussed. 890 
students is the projected enrolment. Currently there are 940 students and this year the 
projection was 912. The staff are based on the 890 projected students. These numbers are 
used to staff the students. Berrigan lost one of the special education teachers that were cut 
(the LRT). There was a request for more ESL students. There are about 240 students currently 
considered ESL. The projected number of students for next year is higher and Berrigan was 
approved for an additional .5 teacher for the new year. For the upcoming year there will be 
the same estimated 53.1 teaching staff as the current school year. So, despite the fact that 
the projected enrolment is down the staffing team will be the same. There have been some 
staffing changes and there was an email sent asking if staff wanted changes. Brent is in the 
process of telling the staff generally what they will be teaching in the upcoming year. The 
final staff enrolment will not be finalized until the end of September.  

There was s note sent home to parents stating about the preferences. Some parents have 
responded asking about how can they give preference when they don’t know the teachers. 
The preferences can be given for teaching style, social preferences, personal relationships 
etc. rather than a specific teacher.   



Question: There is a concern that asking parents for feedback is opening a can of worms, is it 
a good idea to ask parents for their preference. Answer, there is an indication on the note 
that states there is no guarantee that things will be accommodated. Brent outlined that the 
teachers will see some requests if they are appropriate. For example, if the note indicates 
that they do not want a specific teacher then this is not addressed specifically. The teachers 
and the classes are not announced previous to the start of school to avoid an unpleasant 
situation if classes have to change last minute.  

When the interviews are being held for ECE’s in the summer they are not for Berrigan 
specifically. Brent smith also places the school name into the central hiring list each year. The 
occasional teachers an LTO’s are done by Brent as well but the positions are not specifically 
for here.  

There is a general survey for grade 4 and 6 students. Last year this was done and 30% of the 
responders stated that bullying occurs on the school yard. This occurred when there were all 
900 kids on the school yard. There is a question added this year about where on the school 
yard it is happening. Also on the survey will be questions asking about what children think 
that the teachers could/should do to help prevent the bullying. There will also be some 
discussion about what bullying is as it can mean different things to different people. This 
survey will be handed out to the grade 4-6’s in the spring.  

The labour issues are around secondary schools. There was a note sent home regarding the 
potential labour disruption but again it affects only the secondary schools.  

Today was the first day of breakfast club and it went well. They are starting with a small 
sample of children, grade 4-6 only. The hope is that eventually there will be a snack program 
as well.  This will be kept low key and there will be fridges throughout the school where 
children can be sent to get an apple or something quickly. At this point the program is only 
being offered to students who sign up for the program.  

 Juli Gordier – not present but read by Brent Smith.  

 Jayda SIggers and Esmat Fares – Treasurer report – report on back page of the 
current hand out. Financially, not much was occurred in March. The month started off with 
just under $35 000.00; as of March 31 there is $50 528.09. The cheques for the food programs 
for February and March were taken out, total about $13 000. Based on those numbers it is 
estimated that it will cost about $23 000 to pay for the lunch programs until the end of the 
school year. In total and erring on the side of caution there is about $20 000 of the finances 
that can be spent. If Kerry Randal is approved the money for the library and the levelled 
readers that are asked for (see below), then most of the money will be spent on these few 
things. Things still to consider and budget for include the spring BBQ and the agendas (around 
$4000.00 – although some classes might opt out, perhaps they could be cheaper since they 
would eb smaller). Tara will look into a company that could maybe do all the prep work for 
the BBQ. 

 Lynn Ogilvie and Jenn Roy -  

This Friday is that last movie night of the year. 



The clothing orders have been sent in and they should be in this week. 

The money finally came in for the rotary club calendars.  

The food ordering was a busy process this year. There were lots of late orders and things are 
difficult to process when orders come in late. The online ordering systems are easy for 
parents but they are difficult in the background work. It is possible that next year there will 
be only online ordering and cheques will only be accepted in special circumstances. Lunch 
programs are done on June 19th and the third term of the lunch program has started well.  

Saturday May 9th is the garage sale. They are in need of volunteers still.  

A few years ago there were teacher gift cards given out to each teacher. There was a few 
places that were given as options and then they could chose for that. Perhaps in May we could 
set up a budget per gift card. Currently there are 39 home room classes. Should it be 
something like a$50 card per teacher or $100 per class.  Something to consider is that 
typically we give the grade 6 students money for their leaving ceremony (~ $1500).  

Wednesday Lynne will be taking the team pictures and club pictures. If it is nice out they will 
be taken outside. If anyone is available to sort out jerseys that would be helpful.  

In May the dates for next year’s council events will be set. There is a staff appreciation 
breakfast on June 16th. The council will need people to volunteer to bring food for this.  

There is a volunteer breakfast in June as well. 

There will be an update later regarding primary fun day.  

It is possible to have a BBQ on the meet the teacher night.  

Hopefully there can be freezy Fridays again this year. 

7. New business 

 EFI literacy resources presentation – Esther Stumpf (see above) 

Esther discussed the new requested French resources. The grade 1’s are looking at guided 
reading sets. In each set there are 6 readers in each level. These are used to group students 
according to their needs and some address different concepts. There are some that target 
social studies and science etc. The staff can also take the book out and read it out loud rather 
than just for a guided reading group. The staff are looking for guided reading sets and some 
sets can cost as much as $80. The grade 1’s are also looking for independent reading books for 
at home so the fluency can continue at home. The staff are also looking for some books that 
have deeper thinking involved in them. There are some readers working on social skills, 
seasonal books etc. The grade 2/3 are also asking for guided reading books that is about $95 
for a set of 6 books but they come with a CD as well. There is a big need for guided reading 
sets between level 17 and 30. Grade 2 goes to about level 17 but there are going to be some 
kids that are above this level in grade 2. There have also been science and social studies 
changes in curriculum. There is a grade 6 science Ontario that is about $65. In total, there is 
a need for about $5000.00. There has been a need for these books for quite some time. The 



English books are in good shape now but there is an increasing demand in French Immersion. 
The initial request was put forward by the primary EFI team and now the junior EFI would like 
some resources as well. The junior team will likely present in the next month or two. If there 
is no quorum at next council meeting then there will be an email sent out to obtain the votes 
necessary. 

There was no quorum at this meeting so the funding could not be decided upon.  

 Recipe book – Jayda Siggers – There are only 58 recipes. In order to do a book there 
needs to be 62 recipes minimum. If we meet this criteria it will be a thin recipe book. The 
minimum purchase is 100 books which would cost just over $4.00 per book and if sold for $10 
per book there will still be a profit. Questioned whether or not there is actually a need to go 
forward with the books at this point. The recipes are not from 58 different families as some 
families submitted multiple recipes. Should this be postponed until the fall? There was a 
discussion about possibly include recipes from breads of the world and there is the possibility 
that recipes could be gathered at the BBQ. Hopefully the teachers could be more involved in 
submitting art work or classroom recipes as well. It was decided that this will be postponed 
until the fall. Remember there is still the possibility of adding submissions on line as this 
account does not ever close.  

Meeting adjourned at 20:15, next meeting to be held on May 4, 2015 at 18:30 in the library. 



Teacher Report - April 

From Sandra Francey:  Choir starts next week 

Gr. 1-2 on Tuesdays at afternoon recess 

Gr. 3-6 on Thursdays at afternoon recess 

    *Performance planned are the Talent Show and Volunteer Breakfast. 

Talent Show-instruments, singers, dancers and a variety of other talent 

-Application forms for Gr. 3-6 students are due by April 15 

-Auditions begin May 4th 

-Rehearsal June 15 

-Two performances scheduled for June 17 for K-2 and Gr. 3-6 

* If any parents would like to help out with helping students to prepare and the 
performance, please let Sandra Francey know (sandra.francey@ocdsb.ca) 

Mr. Morgan (grade 6) My class will be practicing their class play to be performed in the 
month of May. The play is "Fairy Tale News" so far the performance will only be for 
other students 

Mme Willis:  In grade 4 we have been: 

Rocking the recorder! Students have 10+ songs in their repertoire and are asking for 
more! 

Designing, modifying and building our own musical instruments that can play notes of 
different pitch!  

Writing our own music! 

Learning about the effects of smoking with the help of our Public Health nurse. 

Learning how to paint with Acrylic paints on canvas. 



Communicating on our classroom BLOG about our daily experiences.  

And in Grade 5: 

Learning about the human body systems and Creating Sports jerseys to represent how 
our body functions. 

Mme Coupe:   Eco Club, comprised of students in Grades 1-3, will be cleaning up the 
school yard on Thursday April 23rd. This is being done to celebrate Earth Day as well 
as to take part in the City of Ottawa's Clean Up the Capital campaign.  

Mme Stafford has created an April Monthly Activities for staff and students.  This is to 
help keep everyone in the “know” for when and where things are happening at 
Berrigan.   

https://docs.google.com/a/ocdsb.ca/document/d/
1RYBTzCL0A4tYtYFi6F19hl0h_dfJn0t-HyCEJR1PhBk/edit 

She also wanted to let the parents know that Grade 6 basketball is in the tryout phase 
and the tournament will be happening sometime in May. 

Grade 1 EFI and Regular classes spent a lovely afternoon at Jack Pine Trail at the end 
of March to observe the forest as it transforms to spring and to feed the chickadees. 
Lots of excitement as the chickadees came right up to students' hands to get their 
seeds! :) Many beautiful art pieces were made by the students after their visit as 
well. 

Mrs. Beauchesne's Grade 5/6 class is currently working on a STOMP production. 
Students are using a variety of household instruments like brooms, tin cans, buckets 
and are creating rhythms and routines with these items. The class is hoping to 
perform this production at the school talent show. 

Students are also working on a focused writing piece for persuasive writing. They are 
writing about an invention/medicine that they believe will cure cancer. The STOMP 
production is tied in with their writing as both assignments are attempting to "stomp 
out cancer.” It continues to be a busy time in the Grade 5/6 classroom!


