
BES Council Minutes

Thursday, September 13, 2018

6pm

Berrigan Elementary School Library

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

3. Approval of June Minutes 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

4. Reports 

a. Principal – Brent Smith 

Welcome. Brent notes this is his 5th year here. 

Thank you for allowing us to move the meeting to coordinate an event with 
LDH. 

Population – last year started with 927, went up to around 977 by end of the 
year. This year projected to start at 960, currently at 963. Staffing matches the 
number of classes we have. Classes are a good size. Staffing should remain the 
same, except for some possible movement between classes. 

PA system and bells didn’t work for first few days of school, but overall a very 
smooth first day/week. 



Erin Coupe and Catherine MacLatchy worked with the Eco Club and did a great 
job on the front of the school. Hoping the Eco Club will continue their 
gardening. 

Berrigan welcomed two Japanese teachers, who are with us until April. One is 
working in the Grade 1 and 2 English classes, and her brother is working with 
Grade 1 French math and Grade 6. 

Ongoing yard woes. We are working on improving the yard but we’re still not 
growing grass. The Board did some work over the summer, including laying sod 
and top soil. Still a focus this year, and will work with Council on some ideas. 

Notes concerns about possible changes to the math curriculum under the new 
Ontario government. States that the curriculum has not changed, but the new 
government is asking us to look at one particular problem area, which was 
already a focus of the school’s learning plan. Hopes to see significant gains in 
the EQAO numbers this year.  

VP – Jennifer Lisowski  

 Welcome. This is Jenn’s 2nd year here. 

b. Teacher Representative – Erin Coupe 

Explains her role as teacher representative, liaising between the teachers and 
council. 

Special ed and ESL teachers have been visiting classes to discuss mindfulness. 
Children learned about the brain and how parts are interrelated so when you 
get stressed the brain doesn’t get messages. 

There are close to 80 staff who offer a variety of extracurricular activities. The 
teachers are currently finalizing who is coaching what and when. Intramurals 
are a precursor to the actual teams which are developed later. 



Terry Fox is coming up, but still playing around with the dates so as not to 
conflict with parent-teacher night. 

c. Treasurer – Jayda Siggers 

Refers to last two pages of minutes for usual report, including a more detailed 
budget for all of 2017-18. Encourages someone else to learn how to do her job, 
as her son will be graduating in a year or two. Explains that we account for 
everything, including allocated funds. Balance is just over $1700 since we spent 
a lot of money last year on student initiatives. 

d. Co-chair – Jenn Roy & Allison Mika 

Welcomes everyone and thanks Erin, Jenn L. and Brent for attending the 
meetings. 

With respect to allocated funds noted above, states that cheques have been 
written for Eco Club and Breakfast Club from proceeds of Freezie Friday in 
June. 

Events coming up will be on the website. Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of 
every month, and will return to 6:30pm next month. 

BBQ is Sept. 27th on same night as Meet the Teacher. 

Events which require the school facilities have all been booked for the year. 

Lunch programs are coordinated by Jenn, Allison, and Liz. A note will go home 
with the kids tomorrow. Online ordering will be open till next Thursday. 
Mommy’s Yummies will remain on Monday and Friday, Subway on Tuesday, pizza 
on Wednesdays. 

Jenn encourages parents to attend council meetings, even if they don’t join 
council. You can also join council at any time. There are also lots of 
opportunities to volunteer, including after work hours. Jenn notes that we do 



require quorum to vote on things, so members are encouraged to attend all the 
meetings if possible. 

Asks if anyone would like a nomination form for council positions. Forms given 
to Brent, who goes over the nominations / acclimations. 

5. Nominations for Council Positions (Members at Large) 

Members at Large: Tara Ouellette, Liz Cook 

6. Nominations for Executive Positions (Chair, Co-Chair, Treasurer, Secretary) 

Co-Chairs: Jenn Roy and Allison Mika 

Treasurer: Jayda Siggers 

Secretary: Adrienne Hickling 

7. New Business 

A parent asks if there are plans to include coding and robotics in any of the 
classes. Brent notes that he runs a coding club for Grades 3-6. 

Adrienne asks if there are plans to put club information on the school’s 
website. Brent states that the teachers are encouraged to put it on the 
extracurricular calendar. Erin says that they’re also trying to spread activities 
between the seasons, so children aren’t staying inside for the entire week. 
There are a lot of new staff, who are still signing up to help run things. 

One parent asks for highlights of council activities. Jenn notes there are 5 
movie nights, Spring Fling on Mother’s Day weekend, Sept. BBQ / Meet the 
Teacher – includes bouncy castles, food trucks, might be a petting zoo. Lunch 
programs are our big fundraiser. In January/February, one of the movie nights 
has been changed to a dance the last 2 years, with proceeds going to the 
Barrhaven Food Cupboard. There’s a lot going on in the school, so it’s good to 
attend council meetings to get updates from the teachers. Notes that a lot of 
clubs at Berrigan have started as the kids’ initiative.  



Next meeting is October 11th at 6:30pm. 

Adjourned 6:40pm


