
BES Council Minutes

Thursday, March 21, 2019

6:30pm

Berrigan Elementary School Library

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

3. Approval of January Minutes 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

4. Reports 

• Principal – Monica Garvie 

Her first council meeting. It’s been a great month at Berrigan. She’s felt very 
welcomed by staff, students, and parents. Trying to keep going with the weekly 
updates. Explains that she likes to do her reports based on the acronym WELL = 
Wellness Engagement Learning Leading. 

Wellness: Discusses the Mindfulness challenge. Teachers were invited to sign 
their classes up for a daily video. Two-minute mindful moment. The speaker 
does shout-outs. Shows us rocks that they use. Explains how this fits into part 
of the school plan. 

Engagement: Teachers are in full swing planning for the art show on May 1st. 
Notes that the playground has been an ongoing concern and another meeting is 
set up with the Board superintendent and facilities people to discuss the yard.  

Learning: April 2nd is Autism Day. Asking everyone to wear blue. Information 
night being held. 

IEPs for second term have gone home. Tech tubs – new technology has been 
received. Mark is organizing and ensuring the devices are safe. Grade level 
determines which technology the children get. Class lists: She’s received quite 



a few requests already for children to be placed with friends or with a certain 
teacher. Asks for email by April 19th. 

Leading: Lots of student leaders, including lunch monitors, etc. Great to see 
such leadership opportunities in the school. 

A parent asks about the MOMA challenge, and whether internet safety is being 
covered in school. Teachers were asked to discuss with students, as they saw fit 
according to class make-up. She mentioned it to parents so that they would 
discuss it with their children.  

VP – Jennifer Lisowski  

 Absent this evening. 

• Teacher Representative – Erin Coupe 

Thank you:  
Thank you from the primary team for the purchase of the hot chocolate powder for 
their Primary Winter Carnival. It was greatly appreciated by everyone. 

From Mrs. Randall: 
Thank you for their support of the French Book fair. In total we sold $3878.45 in 
books. From this we were able to take $1106.50 in books from the fair, so our library 
will have some really nice new French books, especially Graphic novels in French. 
Next Scholastic book fair will be during Education Week. 

From Mrs. Tinley: 
The Grade 6 students are in the midst of collecting used children’s books, comics and 
magazines for their 5th Used Book Sale. The money raised goes to reducing the cost 
the Grade 6 year-end trip and activities.  

From Mme Rose 
The Grade 1 EFI team just had the Carnaval and "cabane à sucre" pancake breakfast. 

From Mrs. Shelley Wilson: 
Many classes are taking part in the 21 Day Mindfulness Challenge. 



From Mrs. Miller-Johnston: 
The Grade 1 and 2 English classes (Sokoluk, Rainer, Zouzoulas & Miller-Johnston) will 
be bringing our students to Stanley's Maple Farm. The Grade 2's are going on March 
22nd and the Grade 1's are going on April 5th. The trip includes: 

• Horse drawn wagon ride 
• Self-guided tour through the Farm 
• Taffy on the snow 
• Heritage sugarshack 
• Stonehouse Mini Museum 
• Education centre 
• Animal barn 
• and...............a yummy pancake lunch! 

From Mme Coupe: 
The Grade 4 EFI classes will be going to Proulx Sugar Bush on Tuesday March 26th. The 
trip includes the same as mentioned with the Grade 1/2 Regular visit. 

From Eco Club: 
On Friday March 29th, we will be celebrating Earth Hour from 2-3 pm. During the 
hour, we will be dimming all lights that can be dimmed, turning off classroom lights 
and shutting down any computers that are not being used. We have also registered for 
the City of Ottawa Spring Clean Up the Capital - date TBD when all the snow has 
melted! (Hoping to do it for Earth week (week of April 22nd)). 

Intramurals & Athletics: 
Basketball for our students in Grades 4/5 and 6 will be starting team tryouts. 
Tournament dates TBA. 

• Treasurer – Jayda Siggers 

Refers to back page of minutes for financial statements for January and 
February. 

Refers to profits from lunch programs and Samko and Miko sales, movie night. 
Notes expenditures on library shelves (under budget). Allocated funds still for 
Scientists in the Schools, Grade 6 grad, and upcoming lunch programs. Jenn 
provides updates on where those funds stand. 

• Co-chair – Jenn Roy & Allison Mika 

Welcomes Rohini as a new member at large. 



Lunch programs – online ordering opens tomorrow and will be open for 2 weeks. 
Notice will go home tomorrow. No late requests will be allowed. 

Freezie Fridays will be possibly starting early, because there are only 2 Fridays 
in June. 

Erin is heading up the food drive for next week and will make posters, etc. Her 
class will pack up the food donations for the Barrhaven Food Cupboard. Dance 
to be held next Friday (March 30). We are unable to get the DJ we’ve used the 
last couple years, but he recommended another. Last couple years we’ve 
budgeted $600 for the DJ, incidentals, the photo booth. Same pricing as last 
year. 

Motion to keep budget at $600 to cover the DJ and incidentals for the 
dance next Friday. Carried. 

Motion to donate all proceeds from the dance to the Barrhaven Food 
Cupboard. Motion carried. 

Motion to budget $500 for the Spring Fling (May 11) to replace signs, 
coffee, etc. that can’t be donated, and to provide things to the 
vendors (water, bags for leftover sale items, etc.). 

Request from a teacher (Sam Schmidt) who runs a Grade 6 sewing club. Teacher 
wants to pick some of the keener students to make six pillow cases for a 
children’s charity called “Ryan’s case for smiles” which are donated to the 
children’s hospital (the child then gets to take the pillow case home after their 
stay, knowing that someone made it for them). So far the teacher has been 
buying the materials for the club herself. Requests $200 for materials to make 
the pillow cases. She already has the necessary sewing machines. Hopes to 
make the pillow cases by Easter. Erin explains some of the work the club has 
done. Tara asks how six pillowcases cost $200 in materials. Explanation about 
the cost of materials (quality material has been costed at $22/metre). Jayda 
notes that if we fund small projects that don’t benefit a large number of kids, 
it takes away from larger initiatives. Jenn says it’s hard to say no to smaller 



groups (e.g. chess club) because those kids may not be interested in sports and 
larger things. 

Jayda emphasizes how it would be nice to have a budget at the beginning of 
the year that allocates a certain percentage of Council funds to specific types 
of projects. Is it fair to allocate funds on a first come first served basis, when 
clubs run at different times of the year? Jenn notes that we don’t want to 
refuse funds to student-run clubs, just because they didn’t come to us by a 
certain deadline. 

Monica notes that large projects like the yard aren’t necessarily a Council 
problem, especially when the issue is with drainage. 

Sam sees this as a trial run. Jenn says some parents would be willing to donate 
from their own pockets, because the children are learning so much more than 
just sewing, but not all families can do that and you want to give everyone the 
same advantage. 

Some discussion about the charity itself and how specific materials are 
required. Sam has done the research. 

Jayda notes that if there are no big projects foreseen for the next few years, 
then doing things on a first come first served basis is fine. We can continue to 
operate how we have and approve all requests. A few years ago we did the tech 
bins which cost $20,000; last year we paid for the paving ($10,000). Jenn notes 
that all of these things go through Monica, who is privy to the school’s bigger 
picture.  

Motion to provide $200 for materials for charity pillow cases to be 
made by members of the Sewing Club. Motion carried. 

Allison states that she’s sent out an email to teachers asking for photos for the 
yearbook. She’s made a point of coming in to take photos for spirit days, the 
egg watch, etc. April 15th is cut-off date for picture submissions. The art show 
will be the centre spread. Depending on feedback, she may have to pop in to 
classrooms to take candids or reach out to parents for photos from sports 
events, etc. Flyers will go out soon and you will have until June 3rd to order 
online. May need to consider a new company for next year, since we’re using 
the last cover available. Liz asks if it’s possible to extend the time for 
submissions and have people pay to have it shipped. Allison says she can ask 
the company, but it’s important for the Grade 6s to have them before the end 
of the school year. Notes the possibility of the Grade 6s doing their own 
yearbook. 



Allison notes that she might be moving this summer and reiterates the need for 
new volunteers for next year. Other current Council members and parent 
volunteers will also not be available for the coming year. 

Amusing discussion of how much we appreciate the agendas.  

5. New Business 

None. 

Adjourned 7:32pm


