
Berrigan Elementary School Council 
BES library 

Thursday March 3, 2016 6:30pm 
Minutes 

Attendance: See sign in sheet attached 

Commence at 6:40 

Welcome 

Approval of Agenda made by Jenn second Adrienne 

Approval of February minutes made by Jenn second by Allison 

Reports: 

School Trustee -Donna Blackburn -Introduction and brief history.  

        -Currently for 2016, there is a budget deficit 

        -Academic staffing to be passed at the end of March 2016 

        -Cuts to be made at head office  

        -Looking to get down to core services.     

        -Summer learning program is at risk of being cut 

        -Congregated gifted classes are very expensive 

        -Potential cuts to EA’s but understood that we need those people 

        -In regular communicating with Brent Smith and Jenn Roy 

        -has attended two movie nights this school year. 

        -Request for Manordale ES for a donation from council to go towards a new play 
structure. Current structure is condemned. Their target goal is $40,000. 

        -Board Changes to LD programs, currently 25,000 students. Was grades 4 to 8, will now 
be a 1 year model. Supported fully by parent groups associated with LD program. 

          b.  Principal - Brent Smith  

           -Toonie Tuesday rolled over into Wednesday made $1132.00 fund go to Education 
Foundation. 

           -New school web site up and running. Increased accessibility. 

           -French changes for Fall 2016  

           -50/50 French English instruction for JK and SK 



            -math will be in English 

            -Budget: there are two budgets for the school 

             1) Operating Budget from the board is currently at 49.5%. This Budget is used for 
Paper and supply teachers. 

             2)  School Generated Funds. ie. getting H.S.T. back on ski club and lunch programs.  

           -Staffing. What we know French Immersion numbers are going up while english student 
numbers are going down. 

      c.  Teacher representative -Juli Gordier - see attached 

       

      d.  Treasurer -Jayda Siggers  

        Account at $36,577.13. Some Lunch Program payments to be made estimates we are 
around 20,000 

      e.  Chair -Jenn Roy 

        -Yearbook looking into a volunteer to head the project. Kim was interested in   

        the past.  

        -Emails received with ideas for fundraising 

        1. selling candles 

        2. selling coffee 

        -Recipe Book still only two people responded to the email 

        -Garage Sale is coming up on May 6 and 7, need volunteers for both days 

        -Will need to book facilities for 2016/2017. For council meetings, movie nights etc. 

        -School BBQ…looking at the fall when school begins. This will need a committee to 
organize it. 

        -discussed with Heidi Mogg about next year's agenda having a one pager with school 
council info ie. lunch programs and payments, and meeting time and location. 

School Council Teacher Report - March 2016 



Christine Mellon:  The French immersion SKs are going to the sugar bush on March 8. 

Clubs (Mark Newton) 

Ping pong club: 3 of our grade students have enthusiastic taken on starting a ping pong club. 
They invited students from K - 6 to join with hope that this would be an opportunity for 
younger and older students to interact and work together. The girls have organized the entire 
club and had over 140 students sign up. They meet every Tuesday and have 20 new students 
attend each week from their master list. This is a great example of student initiative, agency 
and leadership.  

Lego movie club: The movie group has been strengthened by some new purchases of Lego 
equipment and iPads (thanks school council!). Students continue to make little movies using 
simple stop animation software. Recently the club has started to explore the use of iMovie to 
create more feature films - who knows where this will lead? Also, our Lego movie club 
members have leant their skills to help the Eco club create some stop animation videos of 
their own, acting as student leaders and mentors. 

Kerry Randall:  Book Fair We sold just over $6400.00 in books, not bad for a one day sale!!!!!  
With the our proceeds from the sale we purchased  $500.00 worth of new French books and  
$600.00 worth of English books for the library.  We also put a small amount of money into the 
library account for further purchases.  Huge thanks goes to Esmat for volunteering her help in 
setting up and running the fair with me.  I could not have done it without her!!! 

Azita Sabeti: International dance club for grade 3 for 6 weeks.  They are learning: Belly 
dance, Indian , African , Persian,Spanish(south America ) and Rock and roll. 

Nathan Toft: Leo Brooks is a drum builder and musician. He is coming to work with the all the 
English 5s and 6s, along with my grade 4 class on how to play the bucket drums. He teaching 
sticking technique along with ensemble playing. He'll be visiting the classes a total of 3 times 
over January - March. 

Mini-Mentors (Gordier/Thibodeau/Langlois): Group of Jr students are helping teach grade 2 
students games that can be played on the yard as well as mentoring them on social skills such 
as being a good winner and loser, playing fair, and including others.  It is every Friday and 
groups of mentors are teamed up with a group of grade 2 students. Students have lunch 
together and then play games in the gym that they can eventually take to games they can 
play on the yard for nutrition break. 

Jeff Dunford -  April 16 is the Grade 6 used book sale.  Students will be using the proceeds to 
raise money for their end of the year trip.  Details in April will sent home to the Berrigan 
community.


