
Monday January 12, 2015 Parent Council

Checked agenda for changes.  Approval of motion Jada nominates, Kim second. 
Question. Yearbook thoughts when Lynn is not around next year?

Kim moves to approve, Jenn second.  Approved.

Principals’ Report:

Brent Smith

Review of budget $186K to run the school for a year.  Previous years yielded deficits 
which totaled $23K when we started in September.  This deduction meant we were 
starting our year off around $153K to run the building.  

OT budget $95K, however if we go over, the money comes from some other area of the 
budget, which is typically overdrawn annually.

$7500 photocopy budget.

Staff use numbers to track usage.

We have spent 57% of our budget which isn’t a bad place to be and we don’t have a ton 
of control over it. 

Coding club with Mr. Smith using Scratch program was initiated to produce rather than 
consume.  Students create video games using online software.  Mr. Smith showed a few 
examples of what kids were doing. 

Interesting article goldilocks company creating toys for girls geared for engineering.  
Girls want to know why? Where boys just want to create and build.  

Question about the large icicles that form and the danger. Our approach has been to 
call Health and Safety. They are supposed to come and knock them down. In the 
meantime, pylons keeping the kids away from the hazard are in place.  We are 
concerned, and it is on the radar of Health and Safety.

Ski Club question:

For kids who don’t sign up to go, what do they do?  Kids are grouped by grade, 
combined English and French.  Different teachers are assigned and they do different 
things with kids.  Science chemistry making, art, visual arts, sculptures.  

Mr. Smith’s hope is that 100% participate eventually. Great learning opportunity can be 
part of PE program. Levels a lot of playing fields, it’s a wonderful opportunity.



Question re: $$.  We ask the Education Foundation, we would never allow for a student 
not to participate due to finance. 

Teachers’ Report: see attached

Treasurer’s Report:

Jayda’s report last page of the package. Nothing unusual, mostly bill payment.  End of 
Dec for lunch programs.  Subtotal is $21K spending, and January report will show 2nd 
term.  However $20K is approximately what we have. 

Co-Chair

Order options for yearbook will be available online sometime end of January

Lunch program orders are out, and payments are in, and online ordering for parents 
which went well. 1/3- ½  approximately. 

Rotary Calendars 10 orders, around $50.  

Samko and Miko sale and we received $256.19 from toy sale at EY Centre. Thanks Tara 
for putting that together.

Movie Night January 23-Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad day…

New Business

Do we want to go ahead with recipe book?  We can adjust pricepoint based on # of 
recipes.  Recipes can be submitted online, or manually through forms, or emailed.  
Could make around $6.00 per sale of books.  Cover designs?  Teachers, students, 
competition, or make a recipe up and submit it. 

Could they be ready in May for distribution? Online submissions would make this more 
likely possible.  7-10 day turn around for printing. 

We would need to get going on submissions.  Challenge will be recipes taken from 
books. Online, it’s a grey area, but copyright will be a barrier and that lies in the 
instructions.  

Next meeting is Feb 2nd. 



Teachers’ Report 

Some of the English classes in Grades 5 and 6 took part in a very special initiative 
on Dec 10th to help our community. 120 junior students boarded OC Transpo 
busses and headed off to Bayshore Mall where they shopped for senior citizens 
in order to provide them with a special gift for the holiday season. It was a 
magical event where students learned about the value of helping others in 
need. There was also opportunity to learn many other valuable lessons while 
preparing for the trip (ie, looking up bus routes, figuring out how to calculate 
sales tax and change, studying non fiction texts like receipts etc). Students are 
still talking about their adventures!

Kristina Beauchesne’s 5/6 class is embarking on a small writing unit that ties in 
with procedural writing. Students will be writing magic tricks, and then putting 
together a magic show.  All the funds raised for the event will go towards 
Cancer Research. Kids have a wonderful way of doing “good” for others....This, 
in and of itself, is magical to watch! 

In keeping with the December assembly's theme: Celebrate! Mrs. Thibodeau’s 
Language Ambassadors were involved in the production of a short video that 
highlighted various multicultural celebrations that our students at Berrigan 
observe throughout the year. Several of them were involved in the production 
and editing process so they were very pleased when it was well received by 
staff and students at the assembly.

All of the Grade 1 EFI classes practiced a different holiday performance, which 
they intended to perform at the Barrhaven Manor on December 19. 
Unfortunately with the flu going around, their visit was cancelled - BUT instead 
videotaped their performances (Catherine MacLatchy - Rhythm Nutcracker, 
Kyrie Love - Hand Bells, Ja’Nell Matoes – a Song), created a movie CD and 
dropped it off so that the residents of the manor could still enjoy our show.

In addition to Ski Club this year, Jennifer Michaud is coordinating the WOW 
program. WOW is an introduction to winter wilderness in eastern Canada. 
Students will use snowshoes to walk the Discovery Nature Trail and learn 
interesting facts about wildlife, birds and outdoor winter survival. This program 
also includes use of the tubing park.

Starting at the end of January, the Grade 1 EFI students will be going skating at 
Core Park for the next 5 weeks. Woohoo!

Berrigan will be hosting both Regional volleyball tournaments for juniors this year.



Feb 12th will be the grade 4/5 tournament with approximately 10 schools 
participating boys a.m., girls p.m.

Feb 20th will be the grade 6 tournaments with approximately 6 schools 
participating boys a.m., girls p.m.

Keep your eyes and ears open.  There is a movement afoot at Berrigan.  
Students and teachers are spreading “Random Acts of Kindness" around our 
school community.  Maybe even in your home!   There is even talk of "Random 
Acts of Kindness Club” more details in February.


