
BES Council Minutes

Thursday, October 11, 2018

6:30pm

Berrigan Elementary School Library

1. Welcome 

Welcome to Ihssen Badr, a new member at large. 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

3. Approval of September Minutes 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

4. Reports 

• Principal – Brent Smith 

Population has stayed steady at 960. Last year it consistently increased. 

Board is providing over 100 devices (Chromebooks and IPads) to get the ratio up 
to 1:4 students. Bins being provided to all grades. 

Welcomes student teachers from Queen’s University – in all grades. Also a 
teacher from Spain joining a Kindergarten class for a few weeks. 

Math – New ministry initiative does not mean a change in curriculum. Primaries 
in math were up 9% in last year’s EQAO, 6% on junior side. Very happy with 
those numbers. School goal is “computational fluency” for all grades. 
Kindergarten classes are working on counting – 7 principles to keep in mind; 



gateway to number sense. Kindergarten teachers and ECEs are looking at ways 
to target the first 3 principles of counting (one to one correspondence, 
cardinality, stable order). Shows a short video by Graham Fletcher on math 
fluency vs. memorization. Brent intends to send the video around with his 
weekly email to help parents understand. 

Jayda asks if this method of teaching math is the same for Grades 7-8. Brent 
says yes, it’s supposed to be for K-12. Problem-solving is still part of the 
curriculum; they still need to be able to apply the fundamentals and strategies. 
Math needs to be useful. 

VP – Jennifer Lisowski  

 Adds to Blended recess comments (see teacher report below). Grade 6 classes 
have been “blended” – French Immersion and English classes have been 
blended for English and Math courses. Takes a lot of planning and coordination, 
but it’s designed to balance the inequity between the two programs. Recesses 
have been changed this year so Grade 6s are with Grades 1 and 2, which allows 
friends to reconnect. Last year the English and French Grade 6s had separate 
recesses because of their locations in the school. Now they have been put in 
the same hallway of the school as well. Brent adds that this has been a great 
change academically and behaviourally. He hopes to make the same change for 
the Grade 4s and 5s. Jenn L. adds that it has been positive for use of the yard 
as well. 

• Teacher Representative – Erin Coupe 

Berrigan welcomed 7 teacher candidates from Queen's University this week and 
they are here until November. 

Picture Day is October 16th and 17th. Specific dates will be sent home soon. 

From Mrs. Thibodeau and Mrs. Weltner 
In order to support our families new to Canada, Berrigan is hosting a 
Newcomer’s Information Evening on Wednesday, October 17th at 6:30 p.m. in 
our library. A presenter from the board who speaks both English and Arabic will 
share information on ways to help your child succeed emotionally, socially and 
academically. Topics will include school routines, volunteering, and networking. 
It will also be a great opportunity for parents to meet other newcomers in the 



community. If parents are interested in attending, please email Mrs. Weltner at 
kamini.weltner@ocdsb.ca or Elaine Thibodeau Elaine.Thibodeau@ocdsb.ca 

From Mme Marnie 
In grade 5 we are learning about the importance of children's rights. We are 
exploring different ways that children can be ambassadors for other children 
and learn from each other in order to assure all children’s rights are met in our 
community, in Canada and around the world. 

From Grade 1 EFI 
Grade 1 EFI students visited Mountain Orchard to explore the fall season and to 
pick apples for seasonal science experiments. 
From Mrs. Miller-Johnston 
Breakfast Club started this week. Anyone interested can obtain a registration 
form from their teacher (or pick up one at the office). Breakfast Club runs 
every morning from 8am to 8:25am........all students (from grades 1-6) are 
welcome!  Breakfast will include a variety of healthy food items! 

Mme Schmidt 
I'm sewing bookmarks with the Grade 6 EFI classes and will be starting sewing 
club for all Grade 6s next week! 

From Mrs. Beauchesne 
Mrs. Beauchesne’s Grade 6 English class is right in the swing of things! We are 
in a lovely routine and all seem fairly settled! Students are loving the blended 
groups during our middle block and this is allowing students from the French 
Immersion and English divisions to get to know one another, develop friendships 
and connections which is so amazing to watch! In Language, students are 
working hard learning to create effective reading responses. Responses are 
improving in depth and quality so this is super positive! We are busy thinking 
ahead to Remembrance Day and Mme Schmidt and I are trying to creatively 
think about how we can coordinate something unique with many of the Grade 6 
classes in the area of dance and drama – this should prove interesting and 
perhaps a little ambitious but we are about ready to tackle things head on!  

From Mrs. Stewart 
All grade 6 classes took half day field trips to the Pinhey Forest and Sand Dunes 
located off of Woodroffe and Pineland Crescent. They investigated various 
plants and animals they saw in the forest and learned about the organization 
working to preserve the natural dunes. 

Mrs. Stewart and M. Laviolette's grade 6 English Language Arts classes will be 
creating a Haunted Library for the students at Berrigan on Halloween, October 
31st.  Donations will be accepted at the entrance for the Make a Wish 
Foundation. The students researched various global and community charities as 
part of their Language Arts and Social Studies curriculum. In groups they gave 



PowerPoint presentations about their charity and then the classes voted on the 
one to support.  

Intramurals & Athletics 
Junior Soccer 

• - 175 junior students have signed up 
• - 24 teams in total 
• - 37 games have been played so far 
• - 8 grade 6 students are refereeing games 
• - games will resume once tryouts and practises for school teams are 
done 

Primary Soccer 
• Grade 2 Sideline soccer - approximately 80 students are playing every 

Tuesday for the month of October; referees are grade 6 students from 
Mrs. Stewart’s class 

• Grade 3 Pinball soccer - due to the number of students participating, 
the Grade 3 classes are divided into 2 groups, who play every second 
Monday for the month of October 

The cross country team has over 140 students practising 4 days a week at 
8:00am for the Cross Country meet being held on October 18th. We are hoping 
that lots of parents will volunteer to help us out, and for sunny skies! If parents 
take their own car, there is a $6.00 parking fee. Cross Country Coaches are 
Gloria O'Rourke, Janet Dow, and Sharon Korosi 

Girls grades 4/5 soccer tournament is October 25th. Boys grades 4/5 Soccer 
tournament is October 26th. 
Girls Grade 6 soccer tournament is October 23rd, Boys Grade 6 soccer 
tournament is October 24th. 

__________ 
Re Newcomers info night - Liz adds how amazing this idea is and how helpful it 
would have been when came to Canada/Berrigan. 

Erin further explains Grade 3 pinball soccer. She does not yet know the location 
of the Grade 6 soccer tournaments.  

• Treasurer – Jayda Siggers 

September report is on the back page of the minutes package. She expects 
there to be a lot more entries for next month. First-term lunch program 
brought in a bit more than last year; some transactions are still pending. BBQ 
came in under budget. Grade 6 grad money was not used because the students 
raised the funds themselves, so that amount can be removed. 



• Co-chair – Jenn Roy & Allison Mika 

BBQ was about $1000 under budget. Notes the small snafu as a result of the 
tornado, but everything worked out. Vendors were amazing – especially 
mentions Yaki, the face painting lady, and the inflatables company. 

Grade 6 classes raised all their grad money just from their book sale last year. 
Parents contributed less than $50. 

Also notes the clothing sale was supposed to start at the BBQ, but it started 
late. Orders are remaining open for a few more days. Brent asks to confirm the 
closing date, so he can send that info in his weekly email. Council intends to 
run another clothing sale in the spring with another company. 

Movie night October 26th will be Incredibles 2. Flyers will go home next week. 

Brenda has asked if Council can set aside some funds to cover Grade 6 grad 
again this year, if the students don’t reach their fundraising goal. Last year we 
raised the cap to $1800, but doesn’t expect they’ll need it all.  

MOTION: To set aside $1800 for the Grade 6 grad activities in June. 
Motion carried. 

Tara asks if it’s possible to add teachers’ first names to the drop-down menu 
for lunch orders, since there are some teachers who go by their first name only. 
Jenn notes that there is an “Other” option if you don’t know the name of your 
child’s teacher, but Jenn will work on updating the drop-down menu. 

We still need volunteers for every other week for Subway and milk. Jenn 
reiterates that now is a great time for someone to learn the ropes before the 
current volunteers’ children graduate. Jayda notes that she will also be moving 
on next year, and the Treasurer role will require some guidance to start. Erin 
notes that many of the volunteers also have children in the older grades, so in 
a couple years a whole new cohort will be needed. 



5. New Business 

Fundraising Ideas 

Tara – November 7-11 Samko & Miko sale at the EY Centre. All we have to do is 
fill out a form online, the company gives us a code, we collect the receipts, 
and then 10% of before-tax proceeds go back to the school. There’s also an 
online option this year. Notes there are no physical flyers this year. Tara offers 
to sign us up and submit the receipts. 

Tara – Think Recycle. They pay you to recycle old laptops, cell phones, and it 
can be over a weekend or a longer period. It’s free to sign up and you get the 
proceeds (based on weight). Jenn notes that LDH does a similar event every 
year; maybe we could reach out to LDH to coordinate. Another company does a 
similar thing for printer cartridges. Jenn says there’s a company that also 
collects clothing. Erin notes that this might be something for Eco Club to get 
behind. Erin also explains how they recycle markers through an arrangement 
with Staples. 

MOTION: That Tara sign Berrigan up for the Samko & Miko sale 
fundraiser. Carried. 

Parent asks about Halloween; i.e. what council does, what teachers do. Brent says 
that the library gets turned into a haunted house. The Kindergarten classes usually 
have a costume parade. It tends to be class by class. We have done a dance in the 
past. Erin notes that from a teacher’s perspective, they try to have the student bring 
the costumes for special activities, not wear them all day. Most of the teachers tend 
to dress up according to a yearly theme (minions, board games, emojis). Students who 
don’t celebrate Halloween are encouraged to wear black and orange instead of a 
costume. 

Adjourned 7:40pm


