
Berrigan Elementary School Council
BES library

Monday, December 1, 2014 6:30pm
Minutes

1) Welcome
2) Approval of agenda: - moved by Jenn & seconded by Cynthia. No additions 

or changes to the agenda were made.
3) Approval of November minutes: - moved by Esmat & seconded by Lynn. No 

changes were made to the minutes. 
4) Reports:

a) Principal’s Report – Presented by Brent Smith 
i) An observation from Brent – when it started at the school he stressed 

that it was more important to produce than consume. Today it was 
noticed that the knitting club is about 55 kids large (which means they 
are looking for more volunteers). There is also a coding club, they are 
using scratch coding system. The kids that were interested in a 
gaming club started with coding and are now starting some coding for 
games. There are about a dozen kids that are part of this club. For this 
the school has purchased MaKey MaKey controllers. 

ii) The school has just purchased 20 Chrome books which will be shared 
amongst the junior classes. The hope is that eventually the computer 
lab will be used for other purposes and there will be more introduction 
of technology in classroom settings. There will be 4 Chrome books 
and 1 iPad that can go into the classrooms in the bins. Brent reports 
that primary teachers are interested in an extra iPad in the classrooms 
as well.

iii) There is a request from the grade 1 English teachers to have more 
take-home levelled reading books. They have asked for a commitment 
to develop take home books for the three grade 1 English classes. The 
trolley would go from class to class and the kids could take the books 
home. The trolley would have levelled readers for take home 

Attendance: See sign-in sheet

Meeting called to order at 6:30pm



purposes. The existing books in the resource library are meant for 
school purposes only. They have asked for $3400 currently. If it works 
for the English teachers then it could be examined for the French 
teachers as well. Julie (teacher rep) states that the levelled readers they 
are applying for is a great series and would be a wonderful resource.. 

Vote: Motion put on the floor Jenn first, Cynthia second. Vote, all in favour. Vote 
passed, the Grade 1 English teachers will be given the $3400 for levelled 
readers.  

Questions or comments from parents/members: 
Is there an option to ever sign up for English books to come home as well even 
if the children are in French immersion?
 Response: You could check with English teachers for help with that. Brent 
will continue to look at this as an option. There has already been about 
$7-12000 put into the book room. 

Comment: Parent stated that the children really like the levelled reader books 
and it is appropriate to them rather than a library book which may not be at 
their level.

Question: Down the road will the French teachers be sending more books 
home? 

Response: they are not currently sending home any. It is unsure. 

Question: What was the context of the message sent home today regarding 
field trips?

Response: Brent was acknowledging that there are many expenses with 
field trip. It is important that the children attend and the trips can be 
subsidized if necessary. Juli stated that most of the money spent on field trips 
is on transportation. It can cost over $200 to get one bus. Unfortunately, the 
change in price will likely stay as prices have gone up. 

Comment: There also seems like a bit of an imbalance between classes as some 
classes appear to go on many trips and others on none. 

Response: Field trips add to education and philosophically are important and 
add to the child’s understanding. Field trips can also be free or low cost for 
example, some of the children are attending the seniors residence. 

b) Teacher representative – Juli Gordier
See attached report

Comment: The connection with the seniors home is very important. 



c) Treasurer – Jayda and Esma:
i) Review financial reports.
ii) There were a few deposits in end of November, these were all the 

outstanding funds. 
iii) Last movie night was $834.
iv) Withdrawals are lunch programs and movie license. There is still about 

$6000 more to pay out for lunch program.
v) This means there is about $27000 in available funds. 
vi) The NSF charges were reviewed with the bank. Jayda was informed that they 

would try and do their best to do the refund (at least some of it). As of 
August 1, 2014 the fee schedule changed and there will be a fee for NSF 
cheques. Jayda can look into whether or not there should be a change in 
banks. In addition, there needs to be a discussion about whether or not the 
council absorbs this fee or it needs to be clearly indicated on the forms. The 
bank at this point has waived the processing fee for cheques. 

vii)Online ordering is being considered. Shopify has a two week trial period 
which is hoped to be started for the second order form for lunches. The 
problem is that there are many options for different food. There are 8 
options for pizza, subway will be even more. The online ordering will cost 
2.9% plus a 30 cent transaction fee. It is suggested that at least initially there 
be no increase in the food program fee as it is a trial program. They have 
looked at shopify, hotunches.ca, foodnet. All of the programs require a 
spreadsheet created, it can be uploaded from a csv. The nice thing is that 
shopify is local and has online support. The prices will likely be increased in 
the March term. There will be a message sent out ahead of time to justify the 
increase in price. 

Questions or comments from parents/members:
Question: Can the people who have NSF cheques afford the extra fee for NSF cheques? 

Response: It can be determined on a case by case basis if there are people who 
continue to write NSF cheques. 

Comment: There are some apps that can be used to take pictures of cheques for faster 
processing. 

Response: The bank only allows 5 free deposits each year which is why the 
deposits are done in bulk. 

Question: What about email money transfers? 
Response: This will not be used as there are too many emails to process. For 

example: there are sometimes 1200 cheques. 

d) Co-chairs – Lynn Ogilvie & Jenn Roy
i) The food orders will come out before the end of the year to allow for 

processing time over the holidays. Based on last years numbers on the food 
programs. Going to online ordering would cost approximately $800-900 
dollars without changing the prices of the food.  There was a discussion 
about the best service to use and way to proceed (noted in financial as this is 



where the discussion started). Online ordering will be used, there is no vote 
as there will be no money spent from the account. 

ii) Year books will be $25 this year. There will be a letter sent out end of 
January to confirm the number of books needed. If anyone has any pictures 
from cross country, or any other pictures then please send the pictures to 
Lynn.

iii) Samko Miko fundraiser: Event has ended and receipts need to be submitted 
by December 1. The earnings will be reported at next month.  

iv) The orders for Rotary Club calendars need to be submitted on Friday 
December 5.

v) Pizza dinner was supplied to the teachers on the night of parent teacher 
interviews. Thanks to all who voted on doing this, the teachers really 
appreciated it. 

Questions or comments from parents/members:
Question: Is there a way that there can be a processing fee that the parents pay 
rather than increasing prices across the board?
  Response: We can look at the difference in prices and determine 
whether or not the price can be adjusted online as a processing fee.

Comment: Before there was an option to send a child photo to the year book, will that 
be an option again?

Response: No as there is not enough room in the book. The pictures need to be 
sent in by mid April. Kim Hogan has shown interest in helping in future years as Lynn 
will not be around the following year. Lynn has the album set up this year and only has 
to input pictures. Lifetouch software is used to create this yearbook. 

Question: What is the Rotary calendar.
 Response: There are pictures of Ottawa in the calendar. If we sell 100 or more 
then Berrigan gets $10 from each calendar sold. If less than that then only $5.00 per 
calendar. 

Question: Could Berrigan have a float in the parade or is it only Catholic schools?
 Response: Yes, Berrigan could have a float, it is a lot of work and someone 
would have to spearhead this initiative. 

5) New Business
a) Nutrition Presentation – Lindsay Whitmore

i) The nutrition night went well. There was about 35 people. Dr. 
Freedhof talked for 30 minutes about how we set up life for our kids 
(nutrition wise). He had a lot of thought provoking things to say. 
Nadine (the PHN for Berrigan) spoke about what a public health nurse 
does in a school and she talked about sugar content in juice. Jamie 
Hurst is a public health nutritionist and had people brainstorm in 
groups on what could be sent in lunches. There will be a report sent to 
Brent that summarizes what was talked about. There were lots of great 
handouts that were given out as well. Terra 20 had a good display on 



what you could use to pack lunches. There was $200 allotted for the 
event however, it was not all spent. Only fruit was supplied to those 
that attended. There was babysitting in the library for the 15 kids that 
came. The babysitters were fantastic. There was some positive 
feedback on the event from participants. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:54pm

Next meeting: January 12, 2014 in the library at 6:30pm



Teacher Report December 2014

• Grade ⅚ (Beauchesne, Kotylak, Michaud, Varvaresos)  The English Grade 5 and 6 
classes are taking part in a neat initiative this month to practice citizenship in our own 
community. Students in a few classes will be buying a holiday gift for unknown senior 
citizens in the Ottawa area that are alone, with few friends and family. Students have 
been given specific wish lists from workers in retirement residences and our Berrigan 
students are boarding the OC Transpo buses next week in order to travel to Bayshore 
Mall where they will shop for their respective senior. Shortly after this experience, they 
will taking a trip over to the retirement residence across the street in order to create 
relationships with the seniors and sing holiday songs.

• Knitting Club for grades 3 and 4s is up and running.  They meet every Monday and 
Thursday first nutrition break. Lots of eager boys and girls have joined (40+) 

• Coding Crew:  Group of students learning to create using computer coding programs 
with Mr. Smith every Tuesday and Thursday at first nutrition break. 

• December Spirit Day December 12 - theme is hat day

• Borden ball tryouts/practice has begun:Grade 6 tournament is at Farley Mowat on Dec 
17 and Grade 3-4-5 Girls Tournament is Dec 11

• We're gearing up for our Holiday concert on Friday, December 19 at 11:15 a.m.Parents 
are invited. Not all classes are performing. Teachers will be contacting parents if their 
class is performing.

• The Grade 1 French Immersion students (Mme MacLatchy, Mme Love, Mme Stafford 
and I) will be presenting a few Christmas/Holiday songs to the retirement home on the 
last week of school. :)

• Can you please mention that the Language Ambassadors have been busy learning 
about a variety of languages that are spoken here at Berrigan. They have worked in 
small groups to research a language of their choice and created posters. They will be 
sharing them with the other Language Ambassadors over the next few weeks and then 
they will be shared with the rest of the school as they are displayed in the front 
showcase. The Language Ambassadors will also be involved in the December assembly 
as MCs. They will also be highlighting a variety of celebrations that Berrigan students 
celebrate throughout the year. 



• Our Grade 1 EFI team participated in a Nature Canada initiative a few weeks back. Each 
student completed a drawing/colouring picture of the barn swallow, a species at risk in 
our community. The individual images will be compiled to create a stop motion video. 
The video will be ready in 1-2 weeks, and we will be sure to forward the link!

For now, here is the Nature Canada website with further information;
http://naturecanada.ca/news/blog/kids-make-movie-about-local-species-at-risk/

The Grade 1 EFI team will also be visiting the Barrhaven Manor retirement home 
(likely on Monday, December 15th) to perform Christmas songs, dances and bell 
performances for the residents.

• Four Grade 4 students (Rebecca, Eva, Lauren and Anika) spearheaded a Grade 1 art 
club this fall. With the help of Tracy Waxman and I, they have organized and led a 
weekly art activity. The club will wrap up this December as most of the Grade 1s in the 
West Wing have had an opportunity to attend. The girls did a wonderful job and were 
excellent role models and leaders! The Grade 1 students created beautiful pieces of art, 
many of which have been displayed at the November and soon December assembly.

http://naturecanada.ca/news/blog/kids-make-movie-about-local-species-at-risk/
http://naturecanada.ca/news/blog/kids-make-movie-about-local-species-at-risk/

