
Berrigan Elementary School Council 
BES library 

Thursday January 12, 2017 6:30pm 
Minutes 

Attendance: See sign in sheet 

Commence at  

1. Welcome –  

2. Approval of agenda put forward by Jenn and second by Allison 

3. Approval of December minutes made by Allison and second by Jenn without the 
teachers report as it was the wrong report sent.  

4. Reports: 

a. Principal and Vice Principal  – Brent Smith and Shelley Neill –  

i. The first of three ski days was today and there was reasonable weather.  

ii. There were 5 areas of the yard that was looked at last year and the 
quotes have finally come in. The big tree and retaining wall around 
there and seating to go around that area $35 000.00, retaining wall 
around the play structure to help with moisture retention $12 000-$18 
000. There are three pine trees next to the fire hydrant and near the 
gate the retaining wall around that area would be about $25 000, the 
pathway that runs around the school and where the two meet there is a 
nice area to put an outdoor classroom with rock seating was $5,000-$10 
000 (upper if we use brand new rocks and lower if we use used rocks – it 
still needs to be determined if this area will be used, perhaps this is a 
future year project), last area is asphalting and paving the area where 
there are two soccer nets to pave this area and make it more useful is 
$10 000-$12 000. There is desire to put basketball hoops, benches along 
the side, nets for volleyball and lines painting for games. This seems to 
be the best way to spend the money at this point. It will be looked at 
further and brought forward to council later.  

iii.There was one request from Mme Coupe is wanting to purchase 10 new 
snow sleds to be able to take the kids sledding behind the school. It is 
suggested that 15 should be asked for so there is about 1 per every 2 
kids.   

iv. Continuing on with math and the initiative to improve the foyer with 
exercise activities.  

b. Teacher representative –  Mark Newton 

i. See attached report 



c. Treasurer – Jayda Siggers –  

i. Back page of the minutes suggests that there is approximately $39 000 
in the account that is available for spending. The orders for the second 
term are down a bit and there were fewer cheques this time which is 
nice. This term there were many late requests that came in (these 
requests were denied).  

d. Co-chair – Jenn Roy and Allison Mika –  

i.  Movie night went well but brought in slightly less money this time. The 
end of January there is a dance book for January 27th. The food drive 
will run the 23rd-27th of January. There will also be bins set up at the 
door. The price will likely be $7.00 per family or $5.00 with a food 
donation. The theme of the dance will be western as this is the spirit 
day as well. The dance will be appropriate for all ages. The council 
would like to take the net proceeds of the dance and donate it to the 
food bank.  

ii. The cheque for Samko Miko was about $262.82. 

iii.Voting: Motion put forward to donate the net proceeds of the dance to 
the food bank. Voted on, approved.  

iv. Motion put forward to approve $187.00 to purchase sleds (15 of them) 
for the class. Voted on, approved.  

5. New business 

i. The hockey game that is in February does not have the seats all 
together in the number that we would need so we will have to pass on 
this. There are still other dates possible that we can consider. There is 
one in April but is later in the night. We could also consider doing it in 
the next school year.  

Meeting adjourned at 19:20 Next meeting February 9th, 2017 at 18:30 



Teachers’ Report 

Here are some items that teachers wanted to update the school council for the month of 
January: 

Mrs. Gordier and Mrs. Belchamber are leading the Grade 5 students in a weekly challenge. 
These Challenges happen during the ski days for the students who are at school. This week 
the challenge was to design, build and play a 9 hole round of mini putt. Groups of 3 students 
worked together to create a unique and challenging mini putt hole using materials from the 
gym and around the school. They also welcomed Mme Coup's class to come for a round of mini 
putt. Everyone had a great time and next week we are excited for our next 
challenge.....creating a winter carnival! (Shhh don't tell the kids yet!) 

Ms. Kotylak’s grade 5 class has partnered up with grade 11 students from Longfields Davidson 
Heights High School as part of the TechU.me program. The purpose of this partnership is to 
create web-enabled and mobile educational games and apps. Students have been acting as 
customers for the older students, providing the content and the visual design of the games/
apps that they would like to see. The grade 5’s have benefitted by cooperating as part of a 
team and working with a mentor, as well as exposure to coding. Through this program, we 
have had practical experience developing a product with a specific target audience, 
procedural writing, and visual arts. The games are ready and we are having our 'release party' 
on Friday. 

During the last week of classes, EF2B and EF2D performed a play, song and dance for their 
parents after the Holiday Concert. The students worked on these plays for over 2 months! 
They selected their own roles, made their costumes and learned about performing before an 
audience. All of this was in French! They did a terrific job. 

The Grade 3 students will be going to MacSkimming Outdoor Education Centre to learn about 
how Early Settlers lived. The Immersion students are going on January 24th while the English 
students are going on January 25th. 

Grade 3 Open Gym started before Christmas as a trial to gauge interest. Due to overwhelming 
popularity, it will be held every Monday at first recess until March Break. Students will have 
the opportunity to play different games that promote physical activity. 

Thanks, Erin Coupe 

All the staff are excited to use the new set snowshoes that have recently arrived with their 
classes. Everyone would like to extend a sincere thanks to the School Council for the their 
contribution towards purchasing the snowshoes. 


