
Berrigan Elementary School Council 

BES Library 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 @ 6:30pm 

Minutes 

Attendance: See sign-in sheet 

Meeting commenced at 18:36 

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of agenda put forward by Kim and second by Jenn     

3. Approval of November minutes made Adrienne second by Jenn. Note, please add the 
financials electronically. This will be done.      

4. Reports: 

a. Principal  – Brent Smith – The Board has asked us to mention the extension of 
the changes that are proposed to the EFI program. The number of minutes are 
not changing by much but the delivery of the program will change. There will 
be English in grade 1 and grade 1-3 math will be taught in English now. There 
was a survey put out to parents. The board then decided that they would wait 
and then decided that given the information they received that they would 
extend the consultation period and is pushed to January 11, 2016. Brent will 
send out a link to the overview, and a link to the potential changes. According 
to the survey about 70% of the parents were in favour of the changes. The vote 
is on February 2, 2015. This information is also available on the board website 
and in the weekly newsletter update from the board. Any questions can be 
directed to Brent. 

The first staff meeting happened recently. Next month they will address the 
school learning project.  

The English writing curriculum provides a continuum of expectations as well as 
provides the next steps. This outlines with great detail and description as to 
where the student should be in their writing. The have also started to build a 
French language writing curriculum. It has been fully developed and will be in 
the classes soon. Both these tools show parents what is going on in the class. 
Brent will post the PDF’s of these so they can be read by parents.  

There are two Columbian students in the school and having an excellent time. 
This has been a positive and enriching situation for all students involved. The 
school has been selected to have 10 Chinese students arrive (along with a 
teacher). They are looking for home stays for those students as well.   

Progress reports are out December 10, 2015. They are delayed due to the 
labour dispute.  



Vice Principal - Shelley – There is still a traffic situation. At her old school they 
have used industrial pylons and we are considering using those to deter people 
from coming into the parking lots and doing U-turns. The kiss and ride teacher 
is monitoring the situation well and bylaw has been involved. Remember the 
back parking lot is open for parking at the end of the day and people should 
avoid parking in the fire lanes at the front of this school as this is dangerous.  

b. Teacher representative – Mark (LRT) – the snowsuit and food drive fund has 
started. Gently used exterior winter wear is being collected and non-perishable 
food can be donated as well.  

December 15 there will be a Caines Arcade – there is a youtube video about a 
kid who made an arcade game. This promotes creativity. There are a group of 
grade 2, 3,5, and 6’s that are working on this and making arcade game 
components. Kids are making different versions and using their creativity to tie 
it to curriculum. On Dec. 15 they will all be displayed in the gym and everyone 
is welcome to attend.  

Sports are going on right now. Borden ball is the sport of the month and there 
have been different teams 

Eco club is expanding and booming, sewing, knitting, coding, lego clubs are all 
active as well.  

Mind masters 2 program (developed by CHEO) promotes living skills about 
mindfulness. There is a teacher who attended this workshop and is training 
other teachers on how to use it in the classroom. This will help with kids with 
anxiety and does not hurt others that don’t need it. It includes guided 
relaxation and guided techniques.  

There is a school concert coming up on December 17 for the school and the 
parents on December 18 at 9:00.  

Questions: What does an LRT do? He is a special education teacher and works 
with teachers and students and meets the needs of the students with special 
needs in the classroom. This is academic focus and is geared at working with 
the student so they do not need academic support anymore. The behaviour 
part of the special needs is dealt with by the EA’s. LST’s look at doing 
education testing, the EA schedules, make sure the support in the classroom is 
spread out.  

c. Co-Treasurer – Jayda Siggers – There is about $28000 in the account. About 
$2000 will be set aside to pay for the remainder of the lunch programs until the 
new year. The financial reports will now be attached electronically with the 
next minutes.  



d. Chair – Jenn Roy – The movie night last week was great. There were slightly 
fewer numbers but we still made about the same amount of money as the 
previous movie. At the last movie night it was noticed that there were lots of 
kids running around in the back and so there needs to be a parent presence in 
the back of the gym to provide supervision. The next one will be the end of 
January. The date will be announced later.  

The second term lunch programs will start in the new year. The forms will be 
sent home soon. If the paper copies are lost there is always an attachment in 
Brent’s email and it is on the council site as well. Online ordering is by far the 
best option as it avoid loss of payment, extra processing time etc. When it is 
done by paper, there is a large time commitment to it. Perhaps this will have to 
change in the future if there are no volunteers. Perhaps there are ways that 
only the paper copies make it home to the kids that need them. It is possible 
that some people are ordering on paper as a habit and that they would adjust if 
necessary.  

Question, is there any way that they can be integrated into the kids agenda’s. 
No, not really as the information changes each time.  

Question, has there been an incentive offered to people who order online? 
Currently there is less being made from the online orders then others. We have 
to look at re-pricing things to account for the online orders.  

Question, from a council perspective are we even allowed to charge a 
processing fee? We are supposed to operate as a non-profit organization so it is 
not likely that we can charge for paper processing.  

Question, how many people are on the email list? There are 900 on the list and 
so most people get the emails.  

Question, what about a parent council board where the forms can be gathered 
and all forms can be in envelopes.  

Question, is it ok to send in money for small things such as $2.00 for 
presentations etc. Yes this is ok to send in cash for these things.  

Question, where does the scholastic book money go to? The teachers gets 
points and the teacher can use those points to add to their classroom such as 
new books, markers etc.  

Question, there was a conversation about the French reading books. Was the 
money that was spent last year on the French reading book room just for grade 
1? No, this was for different grades. There was a comment that some teachers 
do not have enough books and some teachers are sending home their own 
personal books. 

5. New business 

a.  Teachers have requests for funds. Tonight we have quorum so a vote can be 
made. There is a request for funds for the continuation of tech bins. The school 
has made an attempt to integrate all the computers to classrooms and close 



the computer lab. The tablets cart is used for research and very educational 
things. Having these tech bins make technology part of everyday learning. The 
tech bins have 4 chrome books. They run the google operating system. The 
chrome books are about $345 and are robust and the products are already on 
there and can be used at home. The bins also have 1 iPad mini. The bins are 
used all the time and they would like to ask for enough money to put together 
4 more bins with 5 chrome books in each. Two bins will stay in the library for 
any class to sign out. Two other tech bins would go in the upper hallway, and 
then they also want 10 iPads. Total cost is just around $11000 tax included. The 
school has received a grant from the board for $10000 as well. This $10000 
would be spent on 20 more chrome books which means that we would be able 
to have a tech bin for about every other classroom. Parents can purchase 
chrome books for home as well.  

Google read and write is on the Chrome books and it is great for all kids. The 
iPads are mostly for the primary kids and the Chrome books for kids grade 3-6.  

Also asking for $350 for the French language curriculum 

Also asking for $100 for the lego bases, there are 10 bases that are needed.  

Finally, last year there were comic book artists that came in. Kids then 
approached Brent Smith to start a comic book club. The comic book group has 
been rebooked for February, it was also booked for another school as well. Last 
year the school purchased the drawing resources and this year it would be ideal 
if the council could provide $200 worth of the drawing books to the other 
school that cannot financially afford the products. 

  

Voting - $11 000 for the bins – Question, what kind of position will this put us in 
for the rest of the year? There is about $25000 in the bank right now and this 
does not include the funds from the second and third term lunch programs. 
Typically there is one large sum that is presented by council each year so this 
could be it. The school typically brings in about $20 000 for the year. There 
would be about $14000 left in the account following this donation and that 
again does not include the lunch programs for the second and third term. Also 
if you look at the spending by council in the last few years there was about 
$20000 spent on projectors for the classes, about $11000 spent on books for 
the book room before so there have been large sums of money spent on things 
before. Traditionally there has been requests for money for book rooms, 
technology, athletic equipment and supports the arts. This is what money is 
typically requested for. Vote: All in favour, so vote passed.  

Vote: $326 for French language continuum. All in favour, so vote passed. 



Vote: $100 for Lego bases. All in favour, so vote passed.  

Vote: $200 for Regina street for Comic books. All in favour, so vote passed.  

Something to consider for future financing options. Discussion about the 
potential of needing money for yard reconstruction and whether or not we will 
need money for that in the future. There would need to be a sub-committee 
formed to tackle this.  

Meeting adjourned at 20:14, next meeting January 7, 2016 at 18:30.


