
BES Council Minutes

Thursday, March 8, 2018

6:30pm

Berrigan Elementary School Library

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

3. Approval of February Minutes 

- Council voted on Toonie Tuesday by email; not included in minutes. 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

4. Reports 

a. Principal – Brent Smith – absent tonight 

VP – Jennifer Lisowski  

Combines principal and vice principal reports. 

School population is up to 978 students. Was 921 in September. Mostly due to people 
moving to the area, and a few transfers. 

Tomorrow Brent and Jenn are meeting with the Superintendent. Not letting him forget 
about concerns about the yard. It’s been off limits a lot in the last couple months 
because of ice, then mud.  

Library is being re-carpeted in the summer. Notes how much the tables are 
appreciated; hoping to get moveable bookcases next. Alison mentions the idea of 
carpet tiles, which make it easier to replace sections. Jenn asks if this comes out of 
the school budget. Jennifer replies no. 



Math games developed at last PD day. Passes around a binder of the resource that was 
created for teachers. Alison asks if it will be made available to parents. Jennifer 
mentions that they might do a parent information night. 

Grade 6 students put on a kindness assembly yesterday, with dancing, skits, lots of 
great messages. 

Huge thanks to council for matching the Toonie Tuesday donation of $855.72.  

Collected 52 boxes of food for the Food Bank. 

  

b. Teacher Representative – Janis St. Germain 

March School Council Meeting – Teacher’s Report 

• The Berrigan Food drive was extremely successful. We collected 56 boxes of food, 
surpassing our total of 42 boxes collected last year.  In addition, a grand total of 
$897.80 was collected for this worthwhile cause. The Barrhaven Food expressed great 
appreciation and gratitude for Berrigan’s generosity 

• Mrs. Randall would like you to know that  the French Book Fair was a great success. 
Overall we sold $4975.75 in books and  accessories. She is so glad to be able to offer 
great French books to the Berrigan families.  Mrs. Randall wants to thank all the 
Berrigan Nation for their support of the library. 

• Madame Rose has been working with the students in EF2C and EF2D on writing 
persuasive texts to convince their teacher to adopt a class pet. The students are 
learning to organize their thoughts into paragraphs and add support to their ideas. By 
the end of the month, we may have a new addition to our class! 

• Grades 1-6 will participate in the Canadian Cancer Society Sunsense program in the 
Spring.  Teachers will receive packages that are linked to the Health curriculum. The 
main focus of the program is education with the goal of instilling healthy practices at a 
young age (i.e. wearing sunscreen, sun hats, light clothing, looking for shade, etc.). 

• This week, the Grade 1 and 2 English classes enjoyed a beautiful day at Stanley’s 
Maple Farm. Students experienced: 

o A horse-drawn wagon ride 
o Pulling taffy on the snow 
o Learning about the Science behind a heritage sugarshack 
o Exploring the household tools from the past in the Stonehouse Mini Museum 
o Participating in a program at the Education centre 
o Visiting the animals in a barn 

• Kindergarten “winter” play day is tomorrow with Olympic theme. Unfortunately the 
Primary play day was cancelled a few weeks ago due to the lack of snow.  Primaries 
are hoping to choose a good day after the March Break. Weather dependant. 



• Mrs. St-Germain’s class will host an Expert Expo in class tomorrow. Students will 
have a chance to share their expertise in a variety of subjects with other Primary 
students. Topics in the Expo range from Beanie Boos to volcanos. It is a chance to 
value and recognize the talents of all learners which may extend beyond the 3Ws. 

• Chess Club has finished for the year. Many thanks to Parent Council from Mme. 
Esther and Mrs. Gunhouse for the purchase of 10+ more chess sets. After the 
purchase, no students were needing to simply watch chess games in action - they 
were all able to play! 

• Knitting and Crochet Club continues after the break. There are many new Grade 
2s being patient and persevering with their new skills! 

• Mrs. Beauchesne's Grade 6 English class has been working frantically over the past 
3.5 weeks to prepare a Kindness Assembly which took place Wednesday, March 7th 
in the gym. The entire school attended and it was a great way to kick off the 
March Break! Students spent our language blocks over the past few weeks working 
on a number of different tasks ranging from creating morning announcements (in 
the style of Public Service Announcements), to designing posters, to creating 
videos, skits, dances and music performances. There were a variety of 
performances in the assembly – these were all student driven! It was a wonderful 
moment for my class – I truly believe that children need the opportunity to 
practice showing kindness – ultimately these moments will allow them to transfer 
this skill into real world applications.  

c. Treasurer – Jayda Siggers 

Jayda is absent tonight. Jenn refers to back page of minutes and says not to be 
alarmed by the balance. Explains that we still have funds coming in for 3rd term lunch 
program, Freezie Fridays, Spring Fling, and one more movie night. 

Notes that lunch orders are accepted when children are new to the school, but late 
orders are not accepted from existing parents. 

Jenn notes that the lunch program amount is $11,000 not $15,000. Gives an update on 
the allocated funds. Balance is typically around $15,000 at the end of the school year. 

d. Co-chair – Jenn Roy & Allison Mika 

Dance was fun and the bin was overflowing with donations for the Food Bank. The 
teenagers were great (face painting etc.) and the DJ has asked to come back again 
next year. Last year was the DJ’s first time doing a dance for kids, and he enjoyed it so 
much that he’s now doing other schools. The mascot (Berrigan Bear) visited; one of the 
night custodians volunteered to help out and he had a blast. Made $897.80 for the 
Barrhaven Food Cupboard and donated 52 boxes of food. 

Last movie is at the end of April, and the mascot will be attending. 

Thanks to council for voting to match the Toonie Tuesday funds raised. This fund makes 
such a huge difference to so many students. 



Jenn brings up an opportunity which has arisen to bring Chris Koch to speak to the 
school. He’s Canadian, born without arms and legs, and does presentations in Canada 
and the US. In order for him to come to Ottawa requires three schools to be interested 
(to cover travel expenses). Jenn has discussed this offer with Brent and VP. Notes that 
the talk is very positive and uplifting. He will speak to Primary and Kindergarten 
students, then the Juniors. Cost to do school portion is $1250; a parents’ night could 
potentially be split between the 3 schools – would cost another $500. Jennifer adds 
that he’s 35 years old and wanted to be a farmer, and he is. Message is “if I can do it, 
you can to.” Likes to speak to K-2, then 3-6 so he can tailor his message. Looking at a 
base cost of $1500. Jenn notes that we have not yet used the $500 from the Board 
which has to be used to do something for parents. We used last year’s funds for Paul 
Davies. Would be amazing to show kids, especially those with limitations, that you can 
do anything. Jenn notes that Chris does his TED talk on a skateboard. They’re looking 
at holding the presentation the first week of April. Parents night could be held here or 
at one of the other schools, or LDH. Other schools already booked are in Manotick and 
elsewhere in Barrhaven, so it would be nice to hold it here. 

Motion: To spend $1500 to help offset the cost of bringing Chris Koch to speak, 
with financial help from the school. Motion passed unanimously. 

Dates are not confirmed yet, but events will be in the first week of April. Jenn will be 
sending out an email looking for volunteers. Judy expresses preference not to have the 
event on the Thursday. Overall preference is for Wednesday. Jenn will send out an 
email once the date is confirmed. 

5. New Business 

Judy notes that the increase of 50 students since September is a whole class. Asks if 
there has been any change to staffing. Jennifer L. notes that we did receive an 
increase, but this is one of the issues to be discussed with Shaun the Superintendent 
tomorrow. Expects it will be reflected in staffing projections for the fall. Judy asks 
what full capacity would be. Jennifer L. explains that at some point they would have 
to consider adding portables, but right now we’re nowhere near the limit to capacity 
for washrooms, etc. The gym is the biggest concern. At some point the boundaries 
become the issue, and there is already some disappointment by some families who live 
within walking distance of Berrigan but have to go to Barrhaven Public because of the 
boundary lines. Tara notes that Jockvale has changed to be K-6 instead of K-5.  

Projected enrolment last spring was around 880, which is way off from where we are 
now. Makes it difficult to plan. 

Tomorrow is PJ day for the whole school. 

Adjourned 7:20pm


