
Berrigan Elementary School Council
BES School Library

Monday, April 7, 2014   6:30pm
Minutes

  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Attendance:
See sign in sheet

1.	
 Welcome - Lynn Ogilvie
	
 - call to order at 6:30pm 

2.	
 Approval of Agenda - Jayda Siggers moved, 2nd by Jenn Roy

3.	
 Approval of March Minutes - Jenn Roy moved, and 2nd by Lynn Ogilvie

4.	
 Reports

	
 Principal - Brent Smith

	
 	
 Full Day Kindergarten
	
 	
 	
 - they will have 8 or 9 classes
	
 	
 	
 - they are getting 15 new staff members
	
 	
 Portables will be used by grade 3's next year
	
 	
 Room #137 will have new construction to lower the sinks and install a bathroom
	
 	
 Projected numbers for next year will be 915
	
 	
 Staffing starts soon, May 1st
	
 	
 Berrigan is now on Twitter
	
 	
 Computer Desktops are being replaced with new models soon
	
 	
 20 iPad minis are coming soon for teachers to help students
	
 	
 There is a pilot project with Apple TV in two classrooms

	
 VP - Nancy Reid

	
 	
 School Climate Survey will be ongoing - Tell Them From Me Survey
	
 	
 	
 - school climate survey which will be completed in May
	
 	
 	
 - completed by junior students
	
 	
 	
 - data captures how students feel about the school
	
 	
 	
 - information will be going home to parents

	
 Teacher Rep - Tanya Miller-Johnston
	
 	
 *see attached

	
 Treasurer - Jayda Siggers
	
 	
 - talked through the budget
	
 	
 - a cheque was written out to the Albin Family from the benefit dance ($3, 324.35)

	
 OCASC Rep - Susan Klimchuk
	
 	
 *see attached



	
 Co-Chair - Lynn Ogilvie
	
 	
 - 348 yearbooks were sold, she ordered 350
	
 	
 - she will be taking picture this week of the different clubs
	
 	
 - Movie night is April 11th. Movie to be shown is “Frozen”
	
 	
 - Staff Appreciation breakfast is on June 18th

	
 Co-Chair - Jenn Roy
	
 	
 - Brent delivered the cheque for the Albin family and they really appreciated
	
 	
 - Garage Sale is May 10th
	
 	
 - Next year with the food program, we are looking into online orders

5. New Business
	

	
 BBQ - Laura Wood not able to attend
	
 	
 - Jenn gave update - memo has been sent out from OCDSB with reminders about inflatables being 
	
 	
 used at school/council activities. We need to do a waiver/consent form with the bouncy castle and 
	
 	
 other inflatables.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 7:25pm

Next Council Meeting: Monday, May 5, 2104 at 6:30pm 
BES Library



Teachers’ Report - Tanya Miller-Johnston

Catherine MacLatchy Grade 1 EFI

- Eco Club as well as other classes in the school are compiling some Earth Day inspired art and 
will be setting up an Eco Art gallery in the main foyer for the week around 
Earth Day (April 22nd).
- The Grade 1 and 2 Eco Club is attempting to make a quilt out of recycled fabric!
- Grade 1 EFI had a fantastic time at Jack Pine Trail in March and the students made some great 
memories in observing and feeding the chickadees and other local birds.
This was part of the OCDSB Outdoor Education Grant money.
- Jump Rope for Heart kick off will be April 23rd and then we will have about 3 weeks of 
fundraising with the event on May 16th.

Julie Lavoie EFI

- Once again this year, we are participating in the Tomato Sphere program: We will be growing / 
germinating seeds of tomatoes that were taken to the International Space Station in July of 2011, 
and returned to Earth with Commander Chris Hadfield in May of 2013. The students will have to 
guess which seeds have been subjected to such treatment. We will get the answer once we have 
submitted our results!
http://www.tomatosphere.org

Melanie Abdelnour EFI

- Mme Abdelnour's class will have earth worms in the classroom to teach students about 
composting. We're going to MacSkimming for a field trip on plants and soil (all grade 3's). 
- They will also be designing apps for Blackberry with grade 10 students from Longfields. The 
grade 3 students will be their "clients" and will be explaining how they would like their 
educational game to be. 

Esther Ruediger-Stumpf EFI

- The grade two (and my class 2/3) classes will be presenting Dancing around the world on April 
29 between 12:15-1:15 in the gym.
Each grade class will be preparing a dance from a different country.

Patricia Roy ETFI

- Ms.Roy's ETFI classes will be organizing the Canned Food Drive for this year. It will run from 
April 28th-May 1st.

http://www.tomatosphere.org
http://www.tomatosphere.org


Sandra Francey ETFI

- Talent Show will be Friday, May 23rd. Auditions for grades 4-6 students begin April 22nd. Two 
acts will be primary-choir and gr. 3 dance.

Tracey Tinley – MRT

- English MRT classes are almost finished the 2nd print of their Sochi designs. Better late than 
never.

- We also used last week's MRT times to contribute to the grade 6 used book sale fundraiser. 
These were hot sellers! We made over $130 just from the sale of the Monster bookmarks we put 
together. From an instructional standpoint, I used these to discuss and highlight the differences 
between 'art' and 'craft' :

	
 ART  CRAFT
	
 • creativity vs uniformity
	
 • organic vs sequential
	
 • artistic process vs procedural steps

- In one of the grade 6 classrooms, we took a page out of reality television's script and turned it 
into a team challenge. Students developed their ability to work as a team by creating 2 competing 
assembly lines. Their challenge was to produce the most bookmarks that passed the craft control 
check. We kept things interesting, and 
demonstrated the ability to adapt to change, by overcoming obstacles such as 'trade team leaders' 
and 'steal a member from the other team'. 

Last AMAZING update!

Mrs. Varvaresos and Mrs Tinley helped the grade 6s host their first used book sale this past 
Thursday morning. Each grade 6 class brought in their used children's books from home to 
donate to the sale. Books were sold for 25 cents, 50 cents, $1 or $2. We had an amazing selection 
of books, and children were very excited to shop in the 'Chapters' like atmosphere we set up for 
them in the foyer. It was a win-win situation as the grade 6s raised over $960, and many students 
walked away with new books to read and take home. All our left over books from the sale were 
donated to the Berrigan Yard Sale.

Breaking News!!!!
Mrs Tinley just reported that they broke $1000!!!! Amazing!!!!



OCASC Report to Council of
OCASC meeting on March 20, 2014

Speaker: Mike Carson, Chief Financial Officer, OCDSB—Budget 101

For the past three or four years, the District has been better off each year 
regarding grants from the Ministry. Before that, there were significant deficits, along with 
reductions in services. This District was fortunate enough to have had reserves to call upon to 
mitigate these circumstances. For this year, there is no expectation for much in the way of new 
money, nor for any significant cuts to current grants. Through May and June, there will be public 
delegations to the Board and Trustee discussions of the budget. It is expected that the budget will 
be approved at the June Board meeting.

Some highlights: Spec Ed funding within 1% of grants allotted; added 0.5 staff member to 
service street kids; Extended Day Program is one of the most successful in the province and there 
will be further investments in it; $600M in deferred maintenance costs to be addressed; 
transportation for SS students reinstated and that $3M will not be refunded until 2016.

Speakers: Pino Buffone, Superintendent of Curriculum and Anne Teutsch— Numeracy in the 
OCDSB
Non-cognitive skills such as self-regulation, resiliency, as well as early numeracy, are the most 
important indicators of future success. More important than literacy.
Fixed mindset vs. growth mindset. ‘I can become good at it.’  As a parent, be a learner not an 
expert. Should have received pamphlet produced by Numeracy Committee with report card or 
during interview.

Next meeting: April 17, 7-9 pm at Fisher Park School, library.

Respectfully submitted by
Susan Klimchuk
OCASC Rep.


