
BES Council Minutes

Thursday, April 11, 2018

6:30pm

Berrigan Elementary School Library

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

3. Approval of March Minutes 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

4. Reports 

a. Principal – Brent Smith 

Population report – holding steady at 975 (projected at 880 last year). Starting to get 
staffing numbers for next year so can start planning number and configuration of 
classes, teaching positions. Will be able to report next month on projected number of 
classes. 

Yard update – Has a meeting on April 25th with reps from Design & Construction and the 
Superintendent to discuss options for drainage and improving conditions. Court is very 
well used – again expresses thanks to council. Reads a letter from a Grade 5 class 
relating to the “City of Berriganation” and expressing concern about the muddy 
conditions of the soccer field. 

Annual Call for Parent Requests – 50-75 requests have been received from parents 
about placements for next year. 

Chris Koch presentation – Thanks council and expresses some of the great feedback 
received from students. Also received some email feedback from parents. 

VP – Jennifer Lisowski  

Nothing to add. 



  

b. Teacher Representative – Erin Coupe 

See attached. 
Parent asks for explanation of the Eco Club’s grocery bag initiative. Brent explains that 
it’s part of a national awareness campaign. Erin explains that the idea of the contest is 
to see what kind of artwork you can create with the bags – the artwork they’re hoping 
to create is a bear paw (Berrigan’s mascot) with recycle signs all around it. 
Parent asks why some teachers don’t want to participate in the Clean the Capital 
initiative. Encourages everyone to participate in this initiative, noting importance of 
taking care of our environment. Brent notes that some classes help out with other 
stewardship opportunities. 

c. Treasurer – Jayda Siggers 

Refers to back page of notes. Quite a few deposits relating to lunch programs. Debits 
are for various items voted on in the last couple months. Balance is about where we 
usually are at this time of year. 

Parent asks about how he would go about making a donation specifically to the chess 
club. Erin notes that chess club is finished for the year, but there’s a calendar on 
Berrigan’s website that shows when all the clubs meet. Clarifies that clubs are run by 
the teachers during school hours. 

d. Co-chair – Jenn Roy & Allison Mika 

Chris Koch presentation – Positive feedback. 

Art showcase – Council arranged for some volunteers. Some high school students have 
agreed to come do the face painting, and a mom is doing the henna in the 
lobby. 

Freeze Fridays start in June. 

Thank you card from the Barrhaven Food Cupboard. 

Spring Fling May 12th – Will be sending out call for volunteers. Last year we budgeted 
$500 but didn’t use all of it. 

 MOTION to budget $500 to cover new signs, coffee, yard waste bags, and 
stickers for the white elephant sale. Passed. 



BBQ – Hope to have it in the fall again, on the same night as meet the teacher. 
Budgeted $4000 last year and were under it – covers inflatables, 
entertainment, etc. 

 MOTION to budget $4000 for this year’s Welcome Back BBQ. Passed. 

There will be more things to vote on next month. For example, we donated proceeds 
from one of the Freezie Fridays to Eco Club last year. We are getting the 
freezies this year from Independent. Brent has some ideas from students. 

5. New Business 

Brent mentions that the floors in the library are getting redone this summer. The 
shelves against the wall aren’t being moved, but Mrs. Randall (the librarian) has 
requested that the remaining shelving units be moveable. Original estimates from 
tendered suppliers were really high. Notes that for $2300 the Board can build and 
provide shelves on wheels. It’s not possible to just add wheels to the existing shelves. 

MOTION to spend $2300 to have the Board’s construction people make shelves with 
wheels for the library. Passed. 

Judy asks if they can be constructed sooner rather than later so they’re ready in the 
summer. Brent notes that he will put in a work order, but they won’t be done before 
summer; he had asked, hoping that Mrs. Randall would have them in time for wrap-up 
before summer, but timeline is for September. 

Parent asks about budget for library upgrades and makes some suggestions. 

Last movie night is next Friday. Movie is Coco. Flyers are ready so information can be 
included in weekly email tomorrow. 

Adjourned 7:18pm. 



Berrigan School Council - Teacher Report 

From Mme Rose 

Thursday, April 26th is the next spirit day - “Favourite Book Day”. Students can bring their 
favourite book to school or wear items related to their favourite book. My goal is to spark 
conversations about reading for pleasure. Hopefully, students will ask each other why they are 
wearing what they have on. The student might say they love the "Brady, Brady" series. I am 
not expecting full Halloween costumes, just an accessory or two if they choose.  

My classes EF2C and EF2D have written me persuasive paragraphs to get a class animal. I have 
decided to get 2 African Dwarf Frogs. 

From Mrs. MacLeod 

The grade 6s will be having their yearly used book sale on  Wednesday, May 2.  

From Grade 1 EFI 

Grade 1 EFI students are looking forward to seeing Juno nominated French canadian musician 
Gregg LeRock in concert on April 18th. Many Gregg LeRock songs are well-known and beloved 
by our Berrigan students. 

From Mme MacLatchy & Mrs. Read 

On Thursday, April 19th, our 2nd Annual Art Gallery evening will be taking place here at 
Berrigan! This event will display one work of art from every student in the gym and foyer. Our 
theme and inspiration this year is “I am… Je suis…” as students explore their identities and 
sense of self through the arts. Families and community members are invited to come and visit 
Berrigan’s own Art Gallery and see the beautiful work that the students have done throughout 
the year. Visitors will be able to view the gallery from 5pm to 8pm. We have a few surprises in 
store for this year’s event and are looking forward to an exciting, creative evening! 

** Thank you to parent council for supporting a fundraising initiative with our Art Gallery. We 
will have a henna artist and face painting in the foyer on a donation basis. This money will go 
towards supporting our school's Breakfast Club and other arts programming within the school 
(we are thinking 50% to Breakfast Club and 50% to the arts- depending on how much we 
raise). 

From Mrs. Thibodeau 

We have a variety of Junior students that are practiced and ready to read stories and teach 
basic words and numbers in their first languages to Primary students as part of Heritage Story 
TIme. So far, we have students ready to read in Russian, Korean, Farsi, Arabic and Kurdish. If 
parents have children or they themselves would like to read in their first language, we would 
be happy to have them. They can either drop by my room (136) or send me an email. One or 
two stories will be read each Wednesday during first recess in the library. Grade Two students 
are currently invited, we will open it to other grades is there is room.  



From Eco Club 

Eco Club has started their weekly meetings and are currently working on 3 different 
initiatives. Earth Hour, which takes place during the last hour on Fridays for the month of 
April; Plastic Bag Challenge, which will be taking place next week and is an opportunity for 
the Berrigan community to drop off grocery bags to be recycled. It is a contest and the 
winning school/province receives $1000. The Challenge will be held next week (April 16-20). 
The third initiative is the Clean Up the Capital campaign. We will be cleaning up outside 
around Berrigan on Monday April 23rd, with a rain date of Tuesday April 24th. 


