
Berrigan Elementary School Council
BES Library

Monday, June 2nd, 2014  6:30pm
Minutes

Attendance: See sign-in sheet.

1. Welcome
2. Approval of Agenda

▪ approved by Esmat Fares, seconded by Jenn St. Amant
3. Approval of Minutes

▪ approved by Esmat Fares, seconded by Jenn Roy.
4. Reports

 Principal – Brent Smith

 A parent survey was conducted as well as a student survey...
 One of the concerns mentioned was the students' use of the outside yards & 
 the condition of the yards. It has been an issue that grass can't easily be grown 
 on the type of land in the yards. 
 It was proposed that next year, Berrigan could try a split recess, where Junior & 
 Primary students will take up different spaces at different times. The time 
 periods would remain the same, but the kids going outside would “flip” during 
 those times. Recesses will still be compatible with existing activities. One 
 advantage to sharing recess time together would be the mentoring of younger 
 students by the older ones. 
 There will also be 6 new soccer nets for next year.
 Another project suggested as an alternative outlet for outside play would be to 
 play a garden. It could be maintained by the Enviro crew student group. 

 Mr. Smith also discussed the staffing changes for the upcoming year: there 
 are teachers that are retiring (Byres), some changes in grade assignments 
 (Rainville replacing Lavoie, Maki for Maloley). We will have a new Learning 
 Resource Teacher. We have 3 ECEs & will be adding more.

 Nancy has her last meeting as VP & will make the transition to Alta Vista. She 
 has been a wonderful mentor & amazing colleague.

 VP Report – Nancy Reid:

• Pleasure to get to know everyone & work here.
• Kids are magnificent
• Very supportive staff
• Wonderful parent community



 Teacher's Report – Tanya Miller-Johnston:

• see report attached
• Tanya also shared a video of kids who made a roller coasters in the hall. The 

teachers were thrilled to bring the 30 mini iPads into the classrooms for 
these types of projects.

 Financial Report – Jayda Siggers:

• Garage Sale brought in a total of $1400+
• Track & Field freezies & other events
• withdrawals for the food programs over the 4 weeks that are left
• Estimated that we are going into September with about $9K.

 OCASC Report - Susan Klimchuk:

• No report this month.
• OCASC had their elections & all positions were filled except Secretary.
• This will be Susan's last year as OCASC representative.

 Co-Chair's Report – Lynn Ogilvie & Jenn Roy:

 Lynn has the yearbooks & will be handing them out shortly. There are about 6 
 extras.
 
 Jenn let us know that the Garage Sale brought in less than last year. There was 
 still a raffle, but no Bake Sale. All in all, a great day. Jan Harder stopped by & 
 tweeted a pic. The truck was unfortunately late. LDH was doing clothing. Some 
 donations didn't fit in the truck. A questionnaire was given to the vendors.
 To date, only 5 signs have been recovered but some Council members spoke 
 up to say they had “rescued” some of them from the weather & had them in 
 their garages. 
 Ideas for next year: Need long-term signage options, maybe sandwich signs? 
 An option suggested was to rent one of the large signs where you can arrange 
 the letters, but Jenn said she had looked at this in the past and had not found 
 it to be cost-effective. 

 Lynn gave us an update on the Canteen for Track & Field, which went very 
 well. Unfortunately, some kids did not get a chance to get Freezies, so it was 
 suggested that next year Council could look at donating some of them.

 “Freezie Fridays” are set up for the month of June. The first day is coming up 
 later this week, but will be on Thursday since the Friday is a P.A. Day. 
 Independent Grocer froze tons of them for us.



 Lunch Programs will be wrapping up during the week of June 16.

 The BBQ has been rescheduled to Thursday, October 9th. This will be after 
 “Meet the Teacher” night. The vendors have been contacted.

 The Staff Appreciation event is scheduled for June 16th & Council is looking for 
 donations & volunteers.

 New Business:

 * Entertainment Books – presentation by Rhonda C.
 There's a new owner & there have been some changes. The books will have a 
 new look come September. Rhonda described how the program works: Parents 
 can save money, the school can earn money, & local businesses benefit as well. 
 There are new offers for Pharmasave, Broadway's restaurant, Greenfields Pub, 
 Tollhouse, & Cora's. The book's coupons cover the period of September 2014 
 through to December 2015. Most sales campaigns launch in September. Each 
 book costs $35. The school's profit would be $7 per book (or $14 per book if 
 over 150 are sold). Online savings and a mobile app are now available, with 
 97% of the content available to print online. You can register online for 
 ongoing savings. There's a Prize Program for the kids when they sell a certain 
 milestone number of books. Entertainment Books is able to do a kick-off 
 presentation for us – they tell the kids what the program is, discuss safety 
 issues (no door-to-door), & can show them the prizes. 
 Council member Susan asked how we will be affected by the fact that 
 Longfields Davidson Heights H.S. is also selling the books. Rhonda's reply was 
 that the schools have a different way of selling – at the elementary level, the 
 books are sent home but not at the high school level. She has known of areas 
 where many schools are selling at the same time but feels it is possible to be 
 successful. The idea is that you are selling to people you know (e.g. Parents & 
 grand-parents). Right now, there are not many other schools in our area doing 
 it.
 Council Co-Chair Lynn asked when we would need to decide about the 
 program. Rhonda advised that we don't want to ship leftover books that get 
 shredded when they're unsold. If we wait until Fall, they may not sell. If we sign 
 on now, we can get a complimentary book for all staff & Council members.
 A question was asked what the area of sales is. The book includes all of Ottawa 
 & the app for 2015 includes all book locations (there are over 100). Some of 
 the offers do only work for a certain location (or a few locations) though. For 
 2015, they are going to bring back the Neighbourhood system (for organizing 
 the content within the book).

 



 * Fundraising 2014/2015 (in General)
 Bookings are confirmed for the school. Council meetings are again booked for 
 the 1st Monday of each month. There are 6 Fridays booked as “Movie Nights” 
 but we can do a dance as well. School BBQ is re-booked for October 9th. The 
 lunch programs & Garage Sale are slated to go ahead next year. “Freezie 
 Fridays” will as well (no booking required).

 Ideas that were suggested for next year included: new “Bear Paws”, a “Berrigan 
 Day” with school colours, hand-prints in the gym, a school cookbook, cards 
 with kids' art (could be holiday or Thank-You themed).

 A question was put forth to Council: What does the school need? The school 
 yard itself was one of the top concerns. It was suggested we could also put 
 forth this question to students & teachers to get additional feedback.
 
 * Nutrition Event Update – Lindsay Whitmore
 Dr. Freedhof, an international expert in children's health would be happy to 
 help this event by coming to spread if the days work with his schedule. Lindsay 
 has in mind some back-up presenters as well. There are Public Health 
 “Community Food Advisors” who will bring food to the event as well as recipes. 
 The event is planned for the evening so that it can include parents. Lindsay 
 suggested she could send the tentative dates to Dr. Freedhof as a starting 
 point. The school can provide the photocopies, etc. Berrigan also gets a $500 
 grant  for nutrition that isn't restricted (it could be used for this event). 

 Esmat wondered if there might be a benefit to doing day and evening events? 
 Another idea was to do this event jointly with LDHHS & ask to use their space? 
 Kris mentioned that the high school students do a cooking class; they may be 
 willing to donate their projects. The Litterless Lunch program was discussed as 
 a tie-in. Jayda proposed she could ask Terra20 (store the specializes in 
 enviro-friendly products for families) if they could contribute anything to the 
 event.

 * Thank-you and Farewell!
 Since this was Nancy Reid's last meeting and Susan Klimchuk's last year as our 
 OCASC representative, bouquets of flowers were brought out just before we 
 adjourned, to thank them for all their contributions.

Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm (???)

Next Council Meeting: September 15th in the Library



Teachers’ Report

Grade 6 Brenda MacLeod

Gr. 6s head off to Montreal for their year end field trip this Thursday.  They will 
spend the morning on a scavenger hunt in old Montreal and the afternoon at 
LaRonde.
 
Grade 6 Lea Varvaresos

My grade 6 class will be headed to Vincent Massey Park on June 20th to 
participate in the Summer Solstice 2014 to help celebrate National Aboriginal 
Day. We will be enjoying 2 free stage performances as well as one interactive 
workshop highlighting First Nations, Metis and Inuit cultures.

Grade 5 EFI Nicole Fournier

Two of three grade 5 EFI classes are working on green houses to show how 
they can conserve energy.  They love the hands on method of showing what 
they have learned.

Grade 1 EFI Catherine MacLatchy 

- We had Student-Led Conferences during Education week and the students got 
to showcase all of their hard work and learning, they were a great success!
- We made our digital storybooks in the style of Eric Carle's narrative stories... 
the students made the art work, wrote the stories and then recording themselves 
telling their stories in a video.
- The Eco Club is embarking on one final project of the year... we are working on 
the garden area by the library to clean it up and get some more green space out 
in the yard. The Eco Club will continue to look after this garden space next year 
and it is meant to become a hang out spot for students to sit and chat at recess 
or an outdoor classroom for teachers to bring their students to.
- We had many presentations from parents about their jobs and community 
work. The students learned a ton from our very own parents!
- We have caterpillars in class right now that are transforming into painted lady 
butterflies. Lots of science observation going on and learning about plants, life 
cycles, energy, etc... that has to do with spring time growth.



Grade 1 EFI Ja'Nell Jaffray

The grade 1 EFI hallway has all sorts of different animals/insects... Anna has 
tadpoles & chicks. Karl, Catherine and I have caterpillars. :) Lots of observations 
being recorded! 

SK EFI Jaime Rose

Kinders all have butterflies in their rooms. We're learning and observing the life 
cycle and metamorphosis in action!

Kinder concert is Friday June 20. Each class will perform a variety of songs. 

SKs just had a visit from scientists in the schools. We learned so much about 
insects and their anatomy.

SK – Michele Wilson

SK classes enjoyed the Scientists in Schools program that we hired to come in 
and run centers about Backyard Bugs.  It was wonderful to share these days 
with the many parent volunteers that helped run the centers

Each kindergarten class now is busy watching the life cycle of butterflies right 
before our eyes.  We ordered caterpillars from Boreal Labs and they are in the 
process of turning themselves into chrysalises


