
BES Council Minutes  
Thursday, May 10, 2018  

6:30pm  
Berrigan Elementary School Library

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

3. Approval of April Minutes 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

4. Reports 

a. Principal – Brent Smith 

Population update: 980. Highest this year was 982. 

Brent and Jenn are both pleased to be staying at Berrigan next year.  

8 weeks left in school. Kindergarten info night is May 17th. 

Yard update. The Board understands the yard is a concern, but there is quite a 
bit of discussion still to take place with the city; will facilitate some drainage 
improvements before fall. Might involve breakwalls around the trees. Brent is 
having another meeting with Design & Construction before the end of the year. 
The kids deserve a better yard, so Brent will not let this rest. Notes that the 
yard quality (dust bowl) has deteriorated significantly since he has been here, 
so it is definitely due to the number of children using it.  

The Art Show was amazing. Turnout was better than last year. School is going to 
buy 50+ frames so some of the best kids’ art can be on display all year.  

Collection Fair yesterday was great. Bread Festival today was huge – 145 
submissions this year, representing over 40 countries.  

Secure School debrief. Brent received several emails after last week’s incident; 
most were positive. Most comments were about the timing (right at end of 
school day) and the amount of time it took to get information out to parents. 
First priority is keeping the children safe. The office will be preparing generic 



emails to be able to send out to parents quicker in future. Allison notes that 
one of the fair concerns raised by parents was that crossing guards were off 
duty once the school let out. Judy asks if it’s possible to have an automated 
phone call, in order to notify parents. Brent responds there used to be a way to 
do it, but it was not efficient. 

VP – Jennifer Lisowski  

EQAO – Coming up May 29-31 for Grades 3 and 6. Still looking for a couple 
volunteer scribes. Brent notes that there has been some discussion in the 
media about scrapping the Grade 3 tests, but notes we do get good information 
from them. Judy asks how students who already have learning disabilities skew 
the results. Brent and Janis state that even absences count as a zero; the tests 
don’t account for really bright kids from other countries who just can’t write 
well in English yet. The environment doesn’t work either because we don’t 
expect the kids to sit and answer test questions for 3 hours. 

  

b. Teacher Representative – Janis St. Germain 

School Wide Events  
Today was Berrigan’s 12th Annual Bread Festival.  The largest one yet!! 145 
families contributed baked goods.  Students had a chance to sample breads 
from around the world and celebrate their culture with the school. 

Last week, the Grade 6s held a very successful used book fair to help fund their 
Year End Activities. This year, they raised over $1500.00.  It’s a great chance to 
share the love of reading and declutter at the same time! 

The Kindergarten Collections Fair took place on Wednesday.  It is an amazing 
opportunity for students and families alike! 

Talent show auditions are taking place during lunch and recesses.  Over 70 acts 
are trying out! The final show will take place in June. 

Knitting and crochet club is finishing up this Thursday - May 3.  Students will be 
encouraged to take their knitting and crocheting to the chill garden to practice 
their skills during recess. 

Many classes at Berrigan are participating in the Canada-wide initiative called 
“Music Monday”. Students are learning the songs in preparation for the 
assembly in the gym next week. 



From Mrs. Korosi and Mrs. Thibodeau and on behalf of teachers and students, a 
big thank you to Parent Council for the $2,000.00 that went toward new guided 
and independent reading materials. Books were chosen from a series called 
Celebrate Canada, which incorporate reading, writing and oral communication 
with our Social Studies units on Canada and Indigenous people. The books are 
current (printed in 2017), with interesting information on everything from 
hockey and tobogganing, to life on the Prairies, Canadian animals, and 
lighthouses. They hope that our students will learn how diverse Canada really 
is.  

Our librarian, Mrs. Randall, has been organizing the Forest of Reading program 
for the last 10 weeks.  14 classes participated in the English Blue Spruce 
Program and 11 classes participated in the French Prix Peuplier program. The 
grades involved were Grades 1 to 3.  Each group read 10 books, by Canadian 
authors, and them voted for their favourite. More than 200,000 kids from 
across Ontario participated and the winning books will be revealed later in May. 
  
There was also 2 classes that participated in the chapter book  version and 2 
classes that participated in the French express chapter book version. 

Mrs. Randall has spearheaded a Makerspace section  in the library. This month 
students worked on a giant marble run, Lego card challenges, a math matching 
game.  In addition a craft and drawing table have been set up.   

The STEM cart is always available for teachers to take to their class. Last 
month the challenge to build a tall tower was very well  received by students. 
Even our youngest students in KG worked in groups of 4  to create the tallest 
tower with great success. The rich discussion that followed meant they needed 
more time to change designs based on the previous learning...such as make the 
base bigger. 

Sports 
Mrs. Zouzoulas is  very proud of the Boys Grade 4-5 Basketball team. They 
pulled the team together with only 1 week of practice before tournament.  The 
boys played with spirit, and represented Berrigan well. Even though they lost 
all their games, their last game was 20-22. So close!   

Madame Coupe has been running a Grade 3 Floor Hockey Club will takes place 
Fridays during second recess. There are over 50 students signed up. 

Mrs. Miller Johnston's Grade 6 Girls Basketball team is practising hard for the 
tournament that will be taking place tomorrow at  Adrienne Clarkson ES.  



Classrooms  
Over the past few weeks in Mrs. Beauchesne’s Grade 6 English class, students 
have worked extremely hard completing descriptive writing paragraphs on their 
favourite location and on a mystery object that was presented to them. 
Students had several mini lessons that helped them understand the unique 
features of descriptive writing. Students will be using plasticine and blank CD 
cases to illustrate their favourite dream locations and will display these so 
students can see if the paragraphs match the art designs that were created!  

Madame Stump’s Grade 2 EFI class received an envelope of paper butterflies 
from the south as part of the Symbolic Monarch Migration last Friday.  This 
program is part of the “Journey North” program bringing awareness into 
classrooms of the difficulties facing the Monarch butterfly population. Earlier in 
the year, her class sent off two live Monarchs (which they hope made it south) 
and a card filled with our paper Monarchs which were distributed in Mexico. 
 They have gone online to find Berrigan and see the schools in Mexico. The class 
is happy to report that one received their card.  

The Primary English team travelled to the Museum on Nature to learn about 
animals, habitats and the natural environment.  The students love learning in 
the hands-on workshops with the amazing volunteers from the museum. They 
all brought back replica dinosaur fossils to show off to their parents. 

c. Treasurer – Jayda Siggers 

Refers to back page of minutes/agenda. Notes she forgot to include the funds 
voted for the garage sale, BBQ, and library so the actual funds available is 
closer to $13,000. Historically, we’ve always carried forward close to $20,000. 
It all goes back into the school, so it doesn’t really matter as long as it’s all 
accounted for. We have to report to the Board at the end of the year, and 
there’s been talk for years about the Board managing all council accounts; it’s 
taxable income. Jenn notes that we had great reviews when we were audited. 

d. Co-chair – Jenn Roy & Allison Mika 

Garage sale / Spring Fling is this weekend.  

Freezie Fridays happening end of May and most Fridays in June (one is a PA 
day). Freezies have already been purchased. Independent had enough and they 
gave us a deal. Four available days. Since Eco club wasn’t able to get their 
plant sale together this year, thought it would be nice to give the proceeds 
from one of the Fridays to Eco Club. Another day should go to the Breakfast 



Club, since their attendance is up and donations are down. Donation could be 
used toward food or an extra fridge.  

MOTION: To split the proceeds from the first two Freezie Fridays 
between the Eco Club and the Breakfast Club. Carried. 

Scientists in Schools. Costs roughly $200 for each classroom (Kindergarten to 
Grade 6); it’s hard to ask parents to cover the entire cost. Janis explains that 
the workshop is based on the curriculum requirements. Brent notes that any 
teacher wanting to opt out needs to have a good explanation as to how that 
curriculum elements is being covered in another way. 

MOTION: To spend $5000 to allow all classes to take part in Scientists 
in Schools for the 2018-19 school year. The school would cover the 
remainder of the cost. Carried. 

One more PD Day June 8th. Usually Council provides lunch for the staff. Last 
year we provided Subway and it cost about $500. Another option would be 
pizza. Janis notes that the teachers are grateful either way. Brent says it’s 
report-writing day, so the teachers don’t come out of their rooms and 
reiterates how much the lunch appreciated. 

MOTION: To spend up to $500 to buy lunch (meal TBD) for the staff on 
June 8th. Carried. 

Date to be determined for volunteer appreciation. 

Yearbooks. Deadline to order is June 6th. 

5. New Business 

None. 

Adjourned 7:35pm.


