
BERRIGAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Monday, September 9th and Continued on Monday, September 16, 2013

6:30 PM

Berrigan Elementary School Library

Meeting commenced at 6:30 PM on both nights

1. Welcome

Lynn Ogilvie and Jennifer Roy welcomed everyone

At the September 9th meeting it was discussed at this time that there were not 
enough members of council present to vote and therefore the minutes from the 
June meeting could not be approved, nor could the new members of council be 
voted in.  It was agreed that there would be another meeting held the following 
Monday on September 16th to accomplish these tasks

All present introduced themselves

At the September 16th meeting there were many more people present and the 
co-chairs, as well as the principal, Jill Cutler welcomed the many new people 
and thanked everyone for making the time to attend

2. Approval of Agenda on September 16th

Moved by:  Jayda Siggers

Seconded by: Jenn Roy

3. Approval of the Minutes on September 16th

June 2013

Moved by: Lynn Ogilvie

Seconded by: Esmat Fares

4.  (a) Principal’s  Report – Jill Cutler

Jill’s report was similar both nights.  She began by saying that it had a very smooth 
school opening and a good first week, the last staggered entry for Kindergarten was 



today (Sept 9th).  We were supposed to have 940 kids and we fell back around 920, 
class sizes are supposed to be around 20, one grade one class is at 26, another is 
at 22.  May make some adjustments, Jill would prefer to leave the classes as is as 
kids prefer to stay where they are but the board may say that she has to do some 
shuffling.  If movement has to happen, parents will be involved and Jill calls to 
make sure they are participating in the discussion process.  Jill asks that parents 
work with her as much as possible.  The board has latitude to leave 10% above the 
cap.  Jill doesn’t anticipate having to make a new class.

(b) Teacher’s Report – Janis St-Germain – September 9th

Janis expressed the teacher’s gratitude toward the parent volounteers and work of 
council.  Over the summer teachers took prof. development courses.  They are now 
working to establish new routines etc.  Choir, soccer, club fantastique etc. will be 
starting up soon.

     Terry Fox Run is coming soon

There was no teacher representative present September 16th, Jill reiterated Janis’s 
message for those present.  She also explained that there will be 4 teacher 
representatives rotating to attend the meetings this year.

(c) Treasurer Report – provided in the package, closing balance as of August 2013, as 
of July 31st opening balance is $21,365.64.  What has been done with the money – 
every classroom now has a digital projector, BBQ, license for movie nights, banners, 
trophies and plaques for grade 6’s, mounted art work, contribute to agendas

(d) OCASC Report – Susan Klimchuk

School Council training day, Saturday, October 5th – registration at 8:30 at Gloucester 
high School – until about 3, plenary session with keynote speakers, breakout sessions 
on different topics.  Community engagement strategies, information about roles and 
responsibilities of people on council.  Special education programs etc.  2 people 
running each workshop.  Jim Grieve is to be the keynote, will be speaking about 
running a bridge between school and home.  There is advance registration, but will not 
fill up so you can choose to attend on the day of.  Jim Grieve is the assistant deputy 
minister for full day kindergarten.

OCASC – Ottawa Carleton Assembly of School Councils, the third Thursday of the 
month at 7 PM is the OCASC meeting at Fisher Park school, they are public meetings 
but usually only the representatives attend.  Involves attending the meeting and bring 
notes back to the Berrigan Council Meeting, also bringing Berrigan feedback to the 
OCASC meeting.  OCASC has significant influence at the board level.  If you have 
questions, can email chair@ocasc.ca.
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(e) Co-Chairs report – similar reports Sept. 9th and 16th, have been merged into 
one report 

Welcomed new members, there are openings for 21 members at large, love to have 
new faces.

Last week talked about volunteering, some of the faces Jen recognizes, always looking 
for volunteers to come out and help.  None of the events can be run without parental 
involvement.  There will be a list on the web site what is needed this year and potential 
dates.

If you have any questions, they can be sent to the council web site.  

First Movie night will be October 4th, will be Monsters University, $3 per person, 
popcorn and water are sold and people should come in the back doors.   Children must 
be accompanied by an adult.

Yearbook at Berrigan, started out photocopied, now it is light touch.  Nancy Melki 
agreed to volunteer to help Lynn with the Yearbook, Lynn would also appreciate that if 
people take pictures with anything other than a phone that they send them.  Jill 
reiterated that you need to be clearly identified as taking pictures for the year book to 
avoid any privacy issues.

Lunch programs will be starting soon, milk program has already gone out.  Subs, 
Mummies Yummies and pizza should all be going out this week.  Parents can email 
council web site if they have questions.  Council is still looking for volunteers for the 
lunch programs to help distribute.  Milk is distributed every day, Mummies Yummies is 
Monday and Friday, Tuesday is subs, Thursday is pizza.  The items are given at the 
second break, which is at 1:15.

Lynn brought forward a motion to put aside money to get the art mounted and 
laminated.  There is some in the “Living Room” now as well as in the office.  Asking for 
$500, Esmat seconded the motion.  Cynthia asked how it is decided whose art work is 
mounted.  Jill selects special art work as she wanders around the school.  Jill goes 
through and selects without knowing the names so it is unbiased, and does it in 
consultation with the classroom teacher.  Art work will range from JK to Grade 6 and 
across English and French.  Parents are welcome to make recommendations.  Motion 
was passed.

Second motion is to pay for the movie license with ACF, it allows Council to show the 
movies, it is $1,400. Jennifer seconded the motion.  Lindsay asked how much is 
typically made on a movie night, the first movie night of the year usually makes 
enough money back to cover the cost of the license.  5 movie nights are booked for 
the year.  License is latent during the summer months.  Motion was passed.

Susan asked who the photographer was coming in for school pictures, it is Bernard.



(5 & 6) Voting in of Council

Jill expressed that very rarely is there an election, typically you submit and become a 
member

If you choose to be a member at large, the commitment is a serious commitment and 
you should plan to be at all meetings if possible, missing more than 3 meetings in a 
row can be problematic.

Blank forms were passed around, you can become a member at large at any time, not 
just this first meeting.

Can only be 21 members at large for voting, need to have quorum to vote on finances

Executive positions have to be filled from members at large, 2 co-chairs, treasurer, 
and secretary.

Nominations:

(Names were read)  Currently 13 nominations, all accepted

Susan has accepted a job with the board, but must disclose the fact that she is working 
at another school, not at this school.  Another parent disclosed that she is a teacher 
with the board.

Establishing co-chairs, Jen and Lynn have put their names forward as co-chairs, 
nobody else put their name forward so they have taken the positions.

For treasurer, Jayda Siggers has put her name forward, Jill asked if anyone else was 
interested in working with Jayda and Kimberly Hogan put her name forward.

(7) Year Ahead Budget and Fundraising

Covered in the Co-chairs report and through some of the questions, further 
information to be presented at the next meeting

(8) New Business 

Comment from parent, that coming into school this year went very well and that she 
felt it was a very positive experience for her daughter coming into grade one.  
Suggestion to have a volunteer table at the meet the teacher night.

Esmat asked a question about events and dates.  It was discussed that we need to work 
with Jill around dates, the concern was to be sure that we have them spread out and 
not too bunched up across May and June.  Linked to Community Use of School;  the 
school is very booked up for events, so  if we want to change anything we should be 
doing it in the next month or so.



List of planned activities is available on the web site, when is the opportunity to talk 
about other possible events such as a dance and the collection of old electronics?  
There is a parent information night planned for October 28th.  

Someone asked where the web site was, www.berriganschoolcouncil.ca, and can also 
be accessed through the Berrigan web site.  The email address is 
berriganschoolcouncil@hotmail.com.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 both nights
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