
BERRIGAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, January 13, 2014

6:30pm
Berrigan Elementary School Library

Attendance
See sign in sheet.

• Welcome
Call to order at 6:35pm.
• Approval of Agenda

Jenn Roy moved that the agenda be accepted.
Lynn Ogilvie seconded the motion.
CARRIED.
• Approval of Minutes

Lynn Ogilvie moved that the December 2013 minutes be accepted.
Jenn Roy seconded the motion.
CARRIED.

Jenn Roy introduces Donna Blackburn, the school trustee for zone 3.
Donna gives a brief introduction about herself and her role as a school trustee. She also sits on the 
Special Education Committee and Equity Committee. 
Donna wished Jill Cutler well in her retirement then opened the floor for questions. No questions.

• Reports
• Principal – Jill Cutler

Ski club is off to an exciting start. It is a wonderful opportunity for 200+ students to 
take on a new challenge.
Full day kindergarten information session will take place January 22 at 6:30pm, as 
indicated on the large sign out front. All parents in the area are invited to learn about 
the full day kindergarten program including the current JK parents. Notes to JK parents 
will be sent home. In preparation for the full day program, there is lots of equipment 
that needs to be assembled. Jill indicated that help from council members would be 
appreciated.
There is a PD day on Friday, January 17. The extended day program will be open to 
those students who pre-registered.
Jill extends her appreciation to council for the hard work we have done together with 
Berrigan Elementary School.

• Teacher Representative – Tracy Tinley
Mrs. MacLeod's grade 6 class will be visiting Rogers Studio to learn about creating a 
television broadcast.

Kindergarten has planned an outdoor playday for this Thursday.

Here is some information about Grade 2 Intramurals:
It is all grade 2 students (English and French). It runs twice a week at first nutrition 
break. Students are placed on teams and we play a different sport every 2 weeks. So 
far, we have played dodgeball and bordenball. We will also play basketball, soccer, floor 
hockey and broomball. We will be playing until March.

Mme Julie and Mme Abdelnour are doing a unit on the olympics.  Our classes will be 
having a friendly competition in the gym "olympic style".  We are teaching them about 
performance drugs in our health unit and they will have a chance to think critically about 
why performance drugs hinder their performance rather than improve it. My students 
are also going to be learning about how to eat healthy to improve your overall health 
and your sport (Athletes eat from the four basic food groups).  They will create a healthy 



recipe (proper portions and will have to have a food from each food group) in their 
procedural writing unit and we will share the recipes with each other (A booklet will go 
home with each child).

Knitting Club is going strong on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 2nd break. We just opened 
it up to grade 3s as of January - as we had multiple requests from students in grade 3 
who wanted to join. It is not too late for any students in grades 3-6 to join. Knitting Club 
meets in Mme Filia's room (room 129). The club will run at least until the end of winter 
(snow) but possibly longer if there is enough interest.

Mme Marnie - Great first week In grade 4  and 5 efi
Students have been Creating 2014 goals. We have done 2 special challenges! On the 
plan for this week is response to portable tv "we challenge you - the clothespin 
challenge"

Grade 5 ETFI (Mrs Tinley) - Students are engaged in an argument writing campaign 
directed towards school administrators regarding their concern over schools booking the 
NED Show as a free school assembly.

For clarification, Jenn Roy asks if there is a Rainbow Loom club. According to Jill, no, 
not yet. The idea is still in the discussion stage.
Volleyball tournament will be hosted by BES and is scheduled for the end of February.

• Treasurer – Jayda Siggers
See the December 2013 reconciliation report.
All dishonoured funds from term 1 lunch programs have all been reconciliated! Term 2 
lunch program funds have been deposited, with only 3 dishonoured cheques. Movie 
Night made $765. No changes to allocated funds. Available funds as of December 31, 
2013 are $45,505.94.

• OCASC -  Susan Klimchuk
No report.

• Co-Chairs – Jenn Roy and Lynn Ogilvie
Jenn Roy briefly discusses the board notes, outlined in the agenda, highlighting the 
weather policy, as it has come up multiple times in discussion with other parents. Jenn 
also mentions that the school grounds are assessed daily for safety. Cynthia Dunford 
expressed her (and other parents) concerned over the large icicles hanging from the 
roof of the school. Jill Cutler indicated that this is a building design flaw and an external 
service is hired to knock down the icicles. In the meantime, pylons are placed around 
the area to ensure the safety of the children. At this time, structural solutions are cost 
prohibitive. Salt and grit are used to address the ice on the school grounds. Laura 
Wood suggested council pay for structural changes or extra custodial staff. Jill 
expressed that it too costly. Susan Klimchuk confirms that structural changes and 
staffing funding from school councils is prohibited. Jill reinforces that our school does 
the best it can with the resources it has. Lynn Ogilvie points out that Eugene removes 
all the ice from the front walkway. Jill will ensure that the JK/SK classrooms have 
access to salt and grit so they can salt before the children are dismissed, to ensure 
their safety.

Jenn updated council on the electronics recycling fundraiser. In collaboration with 
LDHSS, two bins were filled. BES Council will split the profit 50/50 with LDHSS 
Council. Thank you to all the parents and students that volunteered.

The December movie night made $765.00. The next movie night will take place Friday, 
January 24; Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2.



Mommies Yummies term 2 forms will be sent home at the end of January.

Lynn shares that the yearbook contract is done. As agreed in December 2013, the 
yearbook will be priced at $23.00 per book. She has planned to order 330 yearbooks, 
consisting of 120 pages each. The order form will go home with the students in 
February. Jill suggested that a date for yearbook distribution be set now so it can be 
added to the school calendar. June 23, 2014 was confirmed. Lynn will give yearbook 
volunteers access to the layout program. Jill recommends that all grade 6 comments 
before publication!

Jenn recaps the past use of council funds were use to buy digital projectors for most 
classrooms, but still 5-6 more to do. At this time, the bookroom also needs more 
resources. Laura asks, what is the bookroom? Jill explains the bookroom is a collection 
of level readers, etc for teachers to use in their classrooms. Tracy Tinely confirms that 
we are very fortunate to have an amazing bookroom at BES.

Jenn Roy motions to set $15,000 of council funds aside to assist BES in purchasing 
the remaining projectors and buy resources for the bookroom.
Lynn Ogilvie seconds the motion. Open for discussion.
Laura inquires do the JK/SK classes need projectors? Susan confirms that Sir Winston 
Churchill JK/SK classes use them daily.
CARRIED.

• New Business
• BBQ

Laura asks for suggestions to decrease the long food lines. Lindsay Whitemore 
suggests asking Fitz’s (the vendor) for feedback. Or alternatively, getting parents to 
indicate a time for food pick up on the order forms.
Laura asks about insurance for BBQ entertainment. Jenn confirms our insurance 
covers participants on school grounds.
Tracy Tinley suggests having activities for juniors and primary grades as a way to thin 
out lines. Lindsay also suggests free shows, for those children waiting.
After much discussion, Laura will finalize a list of entertainment for next the meeting 
next month.

• Family Dance
Scheduled for February 28, 6:30-8:30pm in the BES gym.
DJ Crash is booked.
The dance will also be a fundraiser for a BES student currently undergoing cancer 
treatment.
So far, the family team has planned a bake sale, photo booth, raffle, water and glow 
things for sale.
Tickets will be $5/family pre-order and $7/family at the door.
Jenn suggests looking into a city raffle license.
Budget: $400 for DJ Crash, $100 for misc.
Jill suggests that the bake sale should take place in the servery.
A call for volunteers will be put out soon. Volunteer time will be scheduled in shifts, so 
parents can also enjoy the time with their families. LDHSS students will also help.
Lindsay motions to have $500 of council funds allocated for the family dance. Lynn 
seconded. CARRIED (all).

• Adjournment
Meeting ended 8:15pm.

Next meeting February 3, 2014 at 6:30pm.


