
Berrigan Elementary School Council
BES Library

Monday, October 5th, 2014  6:30pm
Minutes

Attendance: See sign-in sheet.

Meeting called to order at 6:31 pm.

1. Welcome
2. Agenda approved – moved by Kris Cormier & seconded by Lynn Ogilvie. No additions 

to the agenda were made.
3. Approval of the minutes from September – moved by Lynn Ogilvie, seconded by Jenn 

Roy. No changes.
4. Reports:

◦ a. Principal's Report - Brent Smith:
▪ P.D. Day on Friday – staff will be looking at school data (statistics) as 

well as learning about how the older grades make the right connections. 
For example, kids needing concrete feedback and not just a letter or 
percent grade. This way, they can figure out what their next steps are.

▪ Budget: We are given an operating budget from the board & also have a 
school-generated budget. We have some funds left in the school budget. 
Our phys-ed budget used to be about $1000 per year (replacing 
equipment, etc.) but this is based on older student numbers & is not 
enough to replace any of the equipment (e.g. not enough soccer balls). 
Monsieur Laviolette (a teacher with many years experience in phys ed) 
has come up with an ideal budget amount ($3000) and a summary of 
how  that budget would break down. We also looked at the costs of 
Technology. Our computers are very slow but we only have 1 laptop 
cart. If we were to purchase Chrome books, we would have access to 
Google programs without having to purchase other programs. If we 
could allocated $15,000 towards technology, we could have enough 
machines for all the classes, including the portables. French Resources & 
Arts Resources are still being examined.

Questions from parents/members:
Why is Technology so expensive compared to the cost of other things (like phys ed)?

 Principal B.S. replied: M. Laviolette came back with $3000 as an ideal number for the 
physical education materials (the soccer nets were purchased last year at ~ $10K). 
Screen time is definitely a concern that will be taken into account. 

◦ b. Vice Principal Shelley Neill:
▪ Class changes – change in Grade 1 & 2 (primary cap of 20). This only 

affected 9 students. This transition went very smoothly with the 
assistance of teachers as well as the parents.

▪ The numbers we plan on can be very different from the actual numbers 
in the fall.

▪ Looking at the “flow” of things & making changes as needed. For 
example, the front area where kindergarten students are dismissed is 
very small (& is close to the bus lane) so we are looking at moving this to 
the side yard. We feel this would be safer as well as more efficient.



▪ Student number is up to 930 students.

Questions from parents/members:
At what point do we need to turn away students?

 We are capped at zero. This means we can't accept any transfer students outside of 
the area, but we do need to take on students if they are in our district. At this date, 
we wouldn't be able to hire any new staff for new students coming in. The computer 
lab is also a back-up option that could be used before we need to add another 
portable.

How will the parents be notified of the change of pick-up location?
 First the issue will be discussed with the teachers. Parents will definitely be notified 

before the actual change takes place. The side yard provides a safe & spacious area.

◦ c. Teacher Representative – Janis St-Germaine
▪ Full report attached?

Questions from parents/members:
When is cross-country coming up?

 15th of October
 Intramurals for soccer have already started.

◦ d. Treasurer Report - Jayda Siggers:
▪ New copy of the year-end report. There was an error in the pizza 

equation that didn't give the right total, which is ~$11K.
▪ Funds in for lunch programs, funds set aside for the BBQ next week.

Questions from parents/members:
Why is the Subway amount different week to week?

 The Office administration pays for Subway and then we reimburse them, so the 
amounts are based on a calculation of 4 to 6 weeks.

◦ e. Co-Chair Report – Lynn Ogilvie & Jenn Roy:
▪ For the 2nd term, we would like to have online ordering. We would like to 

discuss this at the November meeting and will need to vote on this.
▪ Thank you to the volunteers who came out for the Terry Fox run. It was 

a very good day – we even saw some staff members running!
▪ Milk still looking for volunteers & also looking for someone to come in 

every 2nd Thursday to cover pizza day.
▪ First movie night coming up on the 17th.
▪ We have 2 new Council Members – Cynthia Dunford & Tara Ouellette.
▪ BBQ next Thursday from 5 to 8pm. The bouncy structures that are set 

up outside will be shut down early because of how dark it gets now even 
before 8pm. We will require waivers for every child going on the 
inflatables – hard copies will be provided on site & the forms will also be 
available online. After the waiver is signed by the parent/guardian, the 
child will get a stamp on their hands so the volunteers know they are 
ready to go on. 

▪ We will be trying to have some of the clothing available at the BBQ to try 
on so parents will know what size to purchase. The clothing isn't meant 
as a fund-raiser.

▪ Yearbook – if you are at any events, please take pictures for the school 



yearbook! You can e-mail them to Lynn at: lynno44@hotmail.com
▪ Movie nights – need to vote on getting the ACF license again. It's $1200 

for the year. Motion put forward by Lynn to accept ACF, seconded by 
Cynthia & passed by majority.

Questions from parents/members:
What about lunch programs for the Kindergarten students?

 We did discuss this with the teachers. We will see how the fall goes for those students 
(how they are eating at lunch breaks) & possibly introduce it for the 2nd term. How to 
get the lunch to them is a concern, as kindergarten students stay in the same area.

When we will have Photo Day?
 October 21st & 22nd with re-takes November 20th.
 They are usually back well before Christmas.

How do we get involved in volunteering as new parents to the school (it was difficult to find 
information on the website)?

 There is a drop-down menu for events.
 Can e-mail in to Berrigan Council or give e-mail to Jenn.

5. New Business:
◦ a. Nutrition Presentation:
▪ Lindsay was unable to attend tonight's meeting so Jayda is presenting:
▪ The lobby and library are now booked for the 25th of November.
▪ Dr. Freehoff is confirmed as our key presenter & he will be speaking at 7pm for 

30minutes. It's very likely there will not be a cost to have him speak.
▪ We also have a Public Health Nurse (Berrigan's own assigned nurse for the 

district) & a Registered Dietician. They will share a 45-minute time to speak 
(discussions about packing school lunches, healthy recipe).

▪ “Litterless Lunch” - There will be a display of items that are kid-friendly, 
especially for younger students (e.g. Lids that can be easily opened).

▪ Lindsay had suggested we could ask for Food Bank donations.
▪ We could provide some refreshments and healthy snacks.
▪ Lindsay is requesting a budget of $200 for the time being.
▪ One issue that came up with one of the nurses was possibly opening up the 

event to other schools. We may want to open it up to Berrigan originally and 
then invite other schools if it looks like we have the space. We could give a 
deadline for Berrigan families to RSVP before sending out notices to other 
sources.

▪ We could open the doors early (6pm) so that parents could visit the display 
before the speeches if they wanted.

▪ Jayda Siggers put forth a motion for the funding ($200 for refreshments & a 
healthy snack such as fruit). It may also cover thank you gifts for the 
presenters.

▪ Jenn Roy seconded the motion & it was passed unanimously.

◦ b. Rotary Club Calendar:
▪ Presented by Rotary Club member Mark Sherboneau (who is also a parent of a 

Berrigan student).
▪ Calendars for sale, & prizes to be won. Profit of $15, which is split between the 

school and the Rotary Club. Rotary Club uses the money that is raised for 
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camps, Christmas hampers, the Dave Smith Treatment Centre.
▪ How it works: sign-up sheets can go home and orders come in and are 

distributed to the families. Berrigan just needs to hang out the forms. 
▪ We could also display the calendars at some of the school events.
▪ Hasn't been run in a school yet, but forms can be created and we could plan 

the dates during which to run the campaign.
▪ This issue would need to be discussed with Office Administration as well as the 

teachers, since they would need to be collecting & keeping track of incoming 
forms and cheques.

▪ The data collected would need to be complete enough so that prizes can be 
given out when they are won.

▪ Winners are drawn from a pool of about 5,000 to 6,000 calendars. Odds of 
winning are not as unlikely as other calendars (e.g. Heart & Stroke).

▪ Cynthia Dunford put forward the motion, seconded by Lynn Ogilvie. Motion 
approved by majority.

◦ c. Samko & Miko Toy Sale Fundraiser – Tara Ouellette:
▪ Toy Sale at Ernst & Young Centre – November 5th to the 9th.
▪ How it works:

 We fill out a form & send to the Samko & Miko representative.
 When families attend the event, you let them know you are with Berrigan.
 The original receipts are sent in to the school’s office, and Berrigan gets 

10% of the funds spent by the parents. At Tara's previous school, it brought 
it ~$200-$300. 

▪ Tara is volunteering to co-ordinate the fundraiser.
▪ Tara answered questions about the event & what is available (They have recipe 

books, French books, all types of toys & baby accessories, crafts, board games, 
etc.). The prices are often lower than you would find in the stores. They can be 
somewhat heavily focused on the youngest & oldest ages but there's a wide 
variety.

▪ Tara Ouellette put a motion forward to take on this fundraiser, which was 
seconded by Lynn Ogilvie. Motion approved by majority.

Closing:

No further issues to discuss.

Meeting adjourned at 7:50pm.

Next meeting: November 3rd, 2014 in the Library at 6:30pm.



October Council Meeting
Teacher’s Report

 In Kristina Beachesne’s Grade 5/6 class, they have spent the month of September 
establishing routines and expectations in addition to delving into a ton of learning in the 
various subject areas! 
One very popular component of their weekly program is their Community Circle which is held 
religiously every Friday afternoon. Community Circle is a time when they talk about the week 
and students are provided with the opportunity to give compliments to one another
Two weeks ago they did a group activity where students had to work in a group of 4. They 
squeezed toothpaste out of a tube and then had to find ways, while working together, to get 
it back in the tube! Once the activity was done, they talked about how the words they used 
to encourage or support one another with this challenge were so important. Students 
discovered that getting the toothpaste back into the tube was a lot more challenging than 
squeezing it out. They made the analogy with the words they use with their friends: it's a lot 
harder to take back unkind comments once they have been said. They reminded one 
another of the importance of thinking before they speak in order to avoid hurtful comments.
Character education continues to be an equally important part of their daily learning. 

Mme Marnie’s Grade 5 EFI class has been learning about observations vs. inferences.  The 
class investigated  a crime scene to tried to solve the mystery. Students made detailed 
observations and then came to some conclusions about the crime.  It is interesting to note 
that of the student’s suspects were teachers! 

In grade 4 & 5 EFI  Phys Ed they have been building their communication, cooperation , 
problem solving & strategy skills with different games and challenges.

Mr. Toft’s grade 5s have completed two audio "Portable Radio Point of Views" where they 
share their opinions on current events and a video challenging classes around the world to a 
cooperative activity. All of this is available at PortableRadio.ca.

 All the SK classes are going to Millers Farm Pumpkin Patch on Oct 29. 

The Kindergarten yard has been expanded to bring more green space inside. New additions 
of play activities will be assembled and installed over the month to expand options for 
outdoor inquiries. 

They are all preparing for the annual Kindergarten Halloween Jamboree too!

The grade 6 EFI students (all 65 of them) will be presenting a UNICEF kick off assembly in the 
gym on Thursday morning.  They are the UNICEF Ambassadors for Berrigan as part of their 
studies about Global Citizenship, in English Language Arts and Social Studies. 

On October 31st, Halloween, they will be creating the annual Haunted Library for UNICEF.  A 
notice about this will be sent home closer to Halloween. This year they will be accepting 
online donations as well as cash and cheques.  On Thursday, all students at Berrigan will 
receive a pledge form and cover letter explaining the initiative.



Two years ago, Berrigan was one of the top 5 schools in Ontario for UNICEF donations.  Our 
grade 6's that year are the class featured in the UNICEF kick off video, distributed nationally to 
schools who participate in UNICEF.

Madame Schidt has been discussing First Nations' contributions to Canadian culture and has 
started what they call #firstfoodchallenge. The students have been sending in pictures of 
foods they are eating that were originally cultivated by Aboriginal groups in Canada. Foods 
such as green beans, squash, turkey, wild rice and corn (among others) were introduced to 
European settlers by First Nations a long time ago. You can check out their tweets 
@mme_schmidt or search #firstfoodchallenge

Mrs. Francey and Madame Sabeti are supervising Grade 3's playing sideline soccer on 
Wednesdays. This game is the same as regular soccer except they don't use nets, They use 
the gym wall instead to score goals so there are 5 players and the remaining team members 
are goalies).  There are 8 teams with about 80 students participating. Four teams play while 
four watch and eat. Then they switch. The Grade Threes are having fun making new friends, 
as the teams are mixing EFI and English students.   They're having fun being active!


