
Berrigan Elementary School Council 
BES library 

Thursday April 7, 2016 6:30pm 
Minutes 

Attendance: See sign in sheet 

Commence at 18:34 

1. Welcome – and welcome to a new member who is also new to the school. 

2. Approval of agenda put forward by Jenn and second by Jayda 

3. Approval of March minutes made by Adrienne and second Jenn 

a. Revisions the school generated funds, the school fee is part of this. Therefore 
they will not be collecting student fee.  

4. Reports: 

a. Principal  – Brent Smith –  

i. Projected numbers came in yesterday but in the next week the numbers 
will be presented to staff. The trend is similar from last year in that 
there is an ongoing increase in French Immersion. The number of 
students seems to be levelling off though. The projected budget for 
special education has remained the same this upcoming year.  

ii. Tomorrow there is the annual leadership conference at the Shaw centre. 
There are kids going from the ukulele group and the kids with sticks 
group. This is a board wide event.  

iii.The secondary school review initiative was discussed via a few slides. 
This was a review initiated in 2011. This was put in place to determine 
why people were leaving their home schools to access other schools and 
programs. For more information www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/secondary-
school-program-review there are forums that will be held and the 
information about these are on the website. 

iv. The yard – it is a mud pit currently and there are a few things that are 
being considered to improve the yard for the future. One of the 
proposals is for gardens to be added to the yard. There is a motion put 
forward to ask for $500.00 for the greenhouse to start seeds and then in 
the spring to build an octagonal garden bed. This money would cover 
the garden, soil, and materials for the octagonal garden. The vote is put 
forward and approved.  

http://www.ocdsb.ca/sch/as/secondary-school-program-review


b. Teacher representative – Mark (LRT) –  

i. The grade 6 students have been doing books sales for the leaving 
ceremony. They are collecting books right now and sales will be next 
week. Another initiative from grade 6 is to raise money to buy books for 
a school in Africa. Goal is $1000.00 for 1000 books.  

ii. Grade 2’s are looking at animals and they will be building a class/
veterinary/wild animal hospital.  

iii.Grade 3 are having a pioneer museum at the end of May. They will 
create artifacts. They will also be looking at learning about worms and 
soil.  

iv. Grade 1 are making marble rollercoasters out of materials from the 
house 

v. Team tryouts and athletics clubs are in full swing. Some of the clubs 
have advertised via announcements and all clubs are typically open to 
all kids.  

c. Co-Treasurer – Jayda Siggers – Term three lunch money program has all come in. 
There has been more online orders recently. People seem to be moving towards 
online payments. There are still some returned cheques. The available funds 
are approximately $26 000.00 that is in the account and unspoken for. It will 
likely be around this amount that is carried over to the next year.  

d. Chair – Jenn Roy –  

i. There is a movie night (last one of the year) on April 22. There are no 
pre-released movies available for this night. There is a different 
company that the board uses but this would require another $200 plus 
shipping plus taxes.  

ii. The lunch programs have been completed. There were fewer late 
requests this time and more online orders.  

iii.The garage sale will be May 6 and 7. The 6th is the set up night, the 7th 
is the event from 9-12:00. There are many volunteers needed even if it 
is just for an hour. There is a bake sale, a white elephant sale, face 
painting, plant sale 

iv. Paul Davies is booked until the spring of next year. April 3, 5, 6th are 
available. There is $500.00 available from the board for parent training 
and this will be voted on soon.  



5. New business 

a. Melissa - The school student council has started. The students have been 
working on a scavenger hunt. The council is asking that we do something at the 
next movie night to gain funds and awareness for the Syrian refugees. There is 
a slide show that will hopefully be playing in the foyer for when people come in 
to the movie night to talk about the initiative. Hopefully students will come to 
help set up and prepare popcorn. It will be voted on later to determine how 
much money will be donated to the student council from the proceeds from the 
movie night. This could be worked into the movie poster. There will also 
hopefully be some announcements made prior to movie night as well.  

Meeting adjourned at 19:30, next meeting May 5, 2016 at 18:30. 



Teachers’ Report 

Crowther - R6B is raising funds to help supply books to a library in Africa.  This was the 
initiative for a student's Nobody Project (Kaspar Cape).  We will be holding a "Buck and a 
Book" day for donations late April (was waiting for the Grad Book Sale  to be over).  Ties to 
curriculum - promotional materials (media literacy), collection and counting of money (math) 
etc.   

We need to collect 1000 books and $1000 dollars (for transporting the boxes).  If we run short 
of the transportation dollars, is there a chance that Council would like to make a contribution 

Grade 2 - Janis and Sharon 

Here is what is shaking down in grade 2! 

In Science, Grade 2s in the English program have just started their inquiry into animals.  
Students have begun researching the "Big Questions",  How do animals help humans?  and 
"How do humans help animals?" First, the students brainstormed  and built their background 
knowledge surrounding the important roles that animals have in helping humans.  Later in the 
month, we will be Skyping with a  young visually impaired woman who has been waiting years 
to receive a dog guide to help facilitate her mobility.  This will be an amazing opportunity for 
our students to learn about and develop empathy for real situations in our community! 

During the "humans helping animals" inquiry, the 2s will take on the role of designer by 
building an animal sanctuary to heal sick wild animals....  well, at least, a plastic 
representation of a wild animal...  Students will chose a patient, then determine why their 
injury prevents them from living in the wild.  Students will  build an appropriate enclosure for 
their animal  out of cardboard and other recycled materials.  In the role of veterinarian, 
students will learn about the animal's physical characteristics, habitat and lifecycle.  Once 
medically "treated", students will apply their critical thinking skills to determine if it would 
be safe and under what conditions would make it safe to return their animal to the wild. 

Melanie Abdelnour - The grade 3 French Immersion classes (Abdelnour, Coupe and Maki) will 
be hosting a museum day for parents at the end of May.  Parents are invited to come and take 
a look at presentations on the Pioneer days.  The children will each build and describe an 
item that was of importance at the time and will set up shop in the gym to do their 
presentations and answer any questions our Berriganation parents and other students may 
have. Mme Abdelnour's class will be beginning a science unit on soil and will have worms in 
the classroom that will be used to compost certain foods (banana peels, tea bags, egg shells, 
apple peels..etc.).  A class play on composting will follow in mid June 

Erin Coupe - Club Ballon-Chasseur started last week for Grade 4 and 5 immersion students. It 
will run every Thursday morning until the end of April. Students play different games of dodge 
ball while speaking in French! There are approximately 100 students who are participating 
and Mme Coupe is the teacher contact. 

Grade 1 EFI - (MacLatchy, Love, Trudeau, Harvey & Matoes) are currently in the middle of a 
huge science project - students are creating marble roller coasters using cardboard! Our 
science unit is structures & materials. They are LOVING it!  

Grade 6 - Used book Sale 

Numerous school teams (Basketball) and Clubs of all sorts for kids to get involved with.


