
Berrigan Elementary School Council 
Meeting Minutes – Sept 22, 2016 

Welcome at 6:33 pm 

Look over June minutes 
Motion to approve/accept: Alyson Mika 
2nd: Jen Roy 

Brent’s Report: he can email his notes 

Question about the yard: timelines? And new play structure? Brent’s response is 
that we are hoping for soon.  We are waiting on quotes for paint lines for the 
yard.  As for play structure, we have a split recess where all kids can access the 
structure.  Not going to replace it, there isn’t a lot of change in new 
structures, and they cost about 50-60K.  We’d like to continue to put money 
behind things like the soccer nets etc, to improve play.  

Question: Kindergarten classes.  

Question: about combined class.  Brent will share a pamphlet from the ministry 
about combined classes.  The only need for splitting the groups would be 
related to science and social studies. Teachers differentiate for kids with 
different needs in all classes.  Using themes, teachers are able to teach the 
whole class and have them focused on similar/related topics. IE: grade 3’s 
focus on soil while 4’s focus on rocks. 

Shelley: Just touching on the Math starting point climate check around 
attitudes towards Math 

Question about ukulele: grade limit...there is not age limit, anyone who wants 
to teach it can.  

Jayda: report in final pages, details in the last few page 

Chair report:  

Lunch time ordering is available online, numbers look a bit down, but a few 
more days left 
Online is substantially easier, so we will continue to work with the online model  
Behind the scenes, orders, spreadsheets, paper usage are all much easier to 
manage online 



New email: so we can use google docs and shared items, use surveys.  Please 
use new google email (berriganescouncil@gmail.com) 

-Yearbook, like to continue and looking for a committee 
-Movie Nights, Garage Sale, BBQ…events going on handout provided with dates. 
Looking for volunteers. Especially needed for lunchtime programs.  Without 
parents, we have to cancel programs. If possible can anyone help? 
-Berrigan Parents Page on Facebook, not monitored or facilitated by school 
council, or the school. Please direct to the school, or office, as incorrect info 
can be obtained which can be frustrating for everyone 
-website is up and doing our best to keep it up to date. Minutes, agenda, and 
events are posted as well as contact info 
-BBQ next week. Poster w/ info coming 
-After bbq first event is movie night in Oct.  
-looking for new people to join. We can’t run this without the help of parents 
and family members 

Forms? …co-chairs, secretary, treasurer, members at large 

Question about online ordering: about paper, multiple kids. It’s all taken care 
of, and Council members get info and sort it 

-Movie License: approx 1200$ cost for the license to be voted on at Oct 
meeting  

-Question about what does a member do.  Jen responded community member. 
2nd Thursday every month, participate in events, help with it. Responsibility 
and a say in what’s going on. Represent parents and what they hear. A voice 
and liaison with staff at school 

Question about volunteering in classes. Organized through teacher 

Question about lunch 1:00-2:15. Is that when the parents need to be here? Yes. 

Questions about constitution and whether it’s for profit. Constitution available 
on website (www.berriganschoolcouncil.ca) Taxes? School board files taxes.   

Co-Chair: Alison Mika/Jen Roy 
Secretary: Liz Cook/(Tara?) 
Treasurer: Jayda Siggers 
Members at Large:  
Judy Brockelbank 
Adrienne Hickling 
Kathy Wang 
Amal Aburukba 

mailto:berriganescouncil@gmail.com
http://www.berriganschoolcouncil.ca


New Business: 
Kindergarten concern.  Communication is lacking for parents.  Specifically, how 
decisions were made and why they were made. In this school about every other 
day, versus 50/50, ⅖ days/2/5days, rotation of kids, rather than parents 
Teacher interview surprised not to have permanent cubby 
Concerns about weather/lugging clothes 
Will Brent host a kinder meeting 

We had already run both models last year, and it was decided by the teachers 
and ECE’s, weighing pros and cons.  They decided on this. There are definitely 
pros and cons to each of the models.  Kids moving is a logistical piece.  
In place knowing how the rotation works based on coloured animals.  The 
adults have a tougher time with the change, and the kids have adapted. ECE’s 
move with kids, teachers stay in place. 

We talked about the decision at council in the spring, but the decision was 
made with careful consideration of the teachers/ece’s who had worked with 
the models.  

Having 7 classes, there is one class that kids don’t move.  

Movement of items, permanent cubby. EDP crew who helped with 
brainstorming around this. They move 7 kinder classes into 2 EDP groups, so 
their understanding and experimenting with different models.  The discovered 
was having the items pack the bags. Kids adapted quickly.  

Parent is concerned, because EDP have adults/parents picking up.  Kids 
traveling elsewhere on their own, concern for loss of items, etc… 

School recognizes it’s not perfect, but ECE’s are the ones supervising and 
working with it, and have worked through different models.  

Will we review it? Can other parents be a part of the discussion? Concerns 
should be directed to teachers and Brent.  

Question: Is it only SK? Brent discussed combined class 

Question about 2.5day/2.5 day, which wasn’t an option provided by the board.  
The two models are those we had.  

Question: Son in 4/5 , kid wants to be in straight 5.  Criteria set by teachers, 
social, academics and boy/girl split.  It’s strategic decisions that are made, so 
we rarely make changes because of the adverse affects it can have on the 
classes.   

Adjourn: 7:53pm 



Teachers’ Report 

Mrs. Beauchesne's Grade 6 class has had a beautiful start! Students are settling 
into the new routines and expectations really well. A lot of time this month will 
be spent on developing and creating a community of learners through 
interactive and engaging tasks and activities. Students participated in "Min it to 
Win It" challenges last week in order to foster team building and will be 
working in groups within the next week to participate in a toothpaste 
challenge! The room will smell oh so clean after this activity! While the 
weather is still warm and lovely we are spending time outside for gym and DPA 
in order to soak up all that Vitamin D before the long, cold winter months. 
Students will soon begin their first focused writing piece- that of a recount. 
The theme for this year's Grade 6 recount will be "No Regrets." This seems 
fitting given it will be their last year at BES! There is so much to do in the first 
month of school but every year it is so exciting to start fresh again!  

Mrs Varvaresos - We have been working on growth mindset in Math (but 
applicable to all areas!) the first week of school. We were using material on 
the youcubed.org site out of Stanford University. The main message being that 
it's okay to make mistakes since that's how your brain grows; believe in 
yourself; no such thing as a math brain - anyone can learn math. If parents are 
interested, they can check out the site for some short video clips. 
https://www.youcubed.org/ 

Mrs. Thibodeau - We have 2 international teachers joining our school this Fall. 
Eunhye Kim has joined us until January from South Korea. She will spend time 
with various classes from grade 3 to 5. We have another teacher arriving on the 
21st of Sept. She is from Spain and she will spend 3 weeks with us. Her name is 
Maria Jose Portero Sotela. 

Mrs. Reid: Front garden project finally complete! Rocks and signs in place.  

A few teachers in the school are piloting a flexible seating approach this year.  

Here's a short explanation that was sent home to parents.  

We would like to fill you in on an exciting change that will be taking place in 
our classroom! Research shows that students focus best when they are 
comfortable.We also know that students respond positively when they are given 
choice and voice into the decisions made on their behalf. With this in mind, we 
have designed our classroom with ‘flexible seating’.   
  



Students will not be assigned a specific desk to work at, but instead will be 
given the choice and responsibility for finding their own space to work during 
independent times. Scattered around our room are a wide range of working 
options –traditional desk and chair spaces, lowered tables with carpet mats, 
cushions and clipboards, raised table with stools, etc.  
  
There is much to learn about responsibility, independent work and 
collaboration when working in a shared space. It is our hope, that our 
classroom becomes the ‘third teacher’ in our room - a responsive, dynamic 
space filled with opportunities for our students to make choices as learners! 

Mrs. Gordier - Kiss and Ride Kinder helpers.  Once again this year we have some 
responsible grade 6 and grade 5 students helping walk kinder students to their 
yard from the kiss and ride.  The students are really helpful!  Please spread the 
word that if parents are concerned with parking and getting their child to the 
yard that Kiss and Ride Helpers are there to help! 

Mark Newton - We are well on our way on keeping the Uke vibe going at 
Berrigan the Grade 4 class has jumped into playing the instruments. Though 
progress has been slow - the students are greatly enjoying themselves. 


