
Berrigan Elementary School Council
BES library

Monday, November 3, 2014 6:30pm
Minutes

1) Welcome
2) Approval of agenda: - moved by Jenn & seconded by Lindsay. No additions to the 

agenda were made.
3) Approval of October minutes: - moved by Cynthia & seconded by Lynn. No changes
4) Reports:
a) Principal’s Report – Presented by Shelly Neill 
i) It has come to both Shelly and Brent’s attention that many members in the 

community are frustrated with traffic during drop off. Some people were 
using bus lanes at LDH and have recently been fined $110. The principal at 
LDH is looking at changing the drop off bus times so that people could use 
that area without a fine. In addition Shelly will talk to crossing guards to 
allow traffic to progress and rather than allowing each person to cross when 
they get there. Allowing each person to cross when they arrive has led to a 
decrease in the people using kiss and go as they are having a hard time 
getting back into traffic following drop off. 

ii) The school is attempting to establish a solution to the congestion during 
drop off, they are considering the walking bus. Perhaps the high school kids 
could meet people at the skate park area and walk them over. 

Questions or comments from parents/members:
Comment: Kiss and go works well for people coming from the north but not well for 
others that are coming from the south or other areas. 

Return comment from Shelly: this will also be addressed with the LDH when in 
discussion with them.

Comment:  Some people may not understand the logic behind crossing guards as to 
whether you are supposed to wait or not for them. Perhaps some training is needed for 
the adults accompanying the children to school.

iii) The kindergarten gates will be moved and are now going to be dismissed at 
the new gate by the bike racks. There will be two classes that will still remain 
where they are but all the others will be moved to the side for dismissal. This 
will start on Wednesday.

Attendance: See sign-in sheet

Meeting called to order at 6:32pm



iv) The Wednesday with the shooting downtown: Brent was out of the school 
and the notice came in that they needed to have shelter in place. This means 
indoor recess and all other activities remain as is when in this situation. 
There were no parents allowed in the school at this time and nobody was 
allowed in or out. The school communicated through facebook and email. If 
there is a true lockdown then the school will not contact you and you will not 
hear from them. On this day as well, there was no power for most of the day 
and then a child pulled a fire alarm at 15:00. The kids had their lunches and 
were able to get into the washrooms etc. The students didn’t really show 
concern until there was no power, staff responses were that there was an 
animal on the property. The office staff worked well together and kept 
everyone well informed.

Questions or comments from parents/members:
Comment: A few parents stated they were thrilled with Berrigan’s staffing team during 
this time and pleased with the communication that was provided to the parents. 
However, it was reported that there were some bus monitors that were filling the kids 
in on things. 

Return comment from Shelly: There is no way to control all other kids and what 
they say. The grade 4, 5, and 6 kids were on Merivale at a highschool and they 
returned from the school with this information and were providing it to other kids. 
There is also no way to know where the information was coming from as some parents 
were reporting to and keeping in touch with their highschool students and telling them 
what was happening. 

Question: was the website being updated, the board website was updated but there 
was nothing on the school website specifically. 

Response from Shelly: The school feels as though synervoice (email) is the best 
way to contact the parents at large. There was also a posting on facebook (from a 
staffs personal phone) once the power went out. Shelly stated that perhaps in the 
future they will consider updating the website as well as facebook and synervoice.

v) Kelly Turpstra-French (SP), an EA, has taken a position at the board where 
she will help design intervention for students with behavioural needs. This is 
a large loss to Berrigan but she will bring great strengths to the board which 
will trickle down to the school level. There are interviews soon and casual 
EA’s are currently filling the position.

vi) Progress reports scheduled to go out on November 13th. The school is 
testing out a new method (schoolappointment.com) to schedule the parent 
teacher interview. The interviews are going to be kept for just the students 
that really need a meeting. However, other parents will be able to have 
phone interviews if wanted.

b) Teacher representative – Juli Gordier
i) Report attached separately

c) Treasurer – Jayda Siggers:
i) Review financial reports.



ii) There were many NSF cheques, more than usual this time. Currently there is 
a fee of $7 for every NSF cheque. Jayda will be meeting with the bank to 
discuss this fee with the hopes that the fee can be waived and the money for 
the NSF cheques returned (past treasurers have negotiated no fees). It 
appears as though the system seems to reset itself every year so Jayda will 
make an appointment to review this with them. 

iii) Most cheques last year were eventually paid out and there was actually only 
one cheque that was not replaced with the funds. If there is a cheque that is 
NSF typically there is a phone call and then an email and then a letter sent 
home with the child.

Questions or comments from parents/members:
Question: how does this read?

Response from Jayda:  explained every cheque gets scanned and if there are 
errors they can be rejected, but if there are insufficient funds or the bank account has 
been closed then the cheques are returned and the money is taken out of Berrigan 
school council account. It is then the council responsibility to find that person and get 
the funds back, this can take 3 weeks to a few months. 

Question: Does the money have to stay at BMO?
Response from Jayda:  No. However, Jayda has called other banks and their fees 

are similar and so it is not known whether or not it would be beneficial. The school 
banks with Scotia so it has been suggested that Berrigan school council could pursue 
this as an option. 

iv) The account does have $42 356.52. This is the available funds however; the 
food programs have not been paid yet. Heidi is working on creating these 
bills to be paid.

d) Co-chairs – Lynn Ogilvie & Jenn Roy
i) There are some outstanding cheques from the BBQ. There were lots of 

positive comments regarding the BBQ and everyone seemed to like it inside 
the school as well. Jayda set up the electronic signatures for consent and it 
went really well. The time slots for the food worked well although the 
weather was perhaps a deterrent. Yaki  (OCtranpso driver during the day) 
was there doing balloon animals. He was also supposed to sing but he had 
no time. Typically at his shows he sets up a donation bin. Unfortunately 
there was not one set up for him. 

ii) Jenn puts forth a motion that we donate $300 to him as he did not receive 
any money and brought all his supplies. Lynn seconds motion. 

Voted as passed unanimous.
iii) The Halloween dance went well. There were lots of parents that dressed up 

and had impressive costumes. DJ Dunford was amazing. The dance made a 
little over $600. Thanks to everyone who came out and those who helped 
out.

Questions or comments from parents/members:



Comment: maybe next year there could be a photobooth. There was someone used at 
the grade 6 graduation and the cost was around $500 and they charged the kids a 
dollar per photo-strip.

iv) Movie night: Some parents got the flyers home. Movie is Friday November 
7th. Movie is the Nutjob. There will be popcorn, water and the movie. 

v) Brent put out a comment about pictures at the events that are attended. Lynn 
has already started the year book. 

vi) Re-takes will be November 20th.
5) New Business
a) Nutrition Presentation – Lindsay Whitmore
i) November 25 is healthy school presentation, all speakers are confirmed. 

Public health and a registered dietician will be there as well. There will also 
be reps from Terra 20 that will be coming. 

ii) Jayda is organizing event bright to get an idea of how many parents will be 
coming. 

iii) There is a chef who has offered to run a workshop for 10-15 kids where 
there would be a wrap, smoothie etc. Lindsay presented this as an option 
and asked for feedback. She stated that this would be for some kids rather 
than listening to the speakers. 

Questions or comments from parents/members:
Concern: how do you limit it to 10-15 kids? This might mean that other parents don’t 
come as their kid wasn’t able to get into a workshop. 

Question: could there be more than one workshop? 
Response: Lindsay will check as to whether or not there could be more than one.  

Suggestion to start with something small and while the event is underway those 
involved can try to make some decisions on what could be added for another year if 
there is the plan to do it again.

Question: Do we have to pay Dr. Freehoff? 
Response from Lindsay: She has asked twice and he has not answered so it is 

assumed no.

iv) This week is the deadline to get the posters out. Lindsay is working on this 
and hopefully it will be out on Friday.

Questions or comments from parents/members:
Comment: Let council know about the poster and whether or not it needs to be opened 
up to the public.

6) Other:

Questions or comments from parents/members:
Question: How is the breakfast program coming about? 



Response: The school has a budget that is allocated for the breakfast program. 
There will be a survey to parents to see whether or not the parents feel there is a need 
for their child to have nutritious snacks in the morning.  The food will be handed out at 
the very beginning of the day and it will be snacks that can be consumed during 
teaching time. Elaine and Tanya are the ones organizing it currently and it must be a 
healthy snack that is not messy. 

Question: how does the food get to the kids and is it stigmatizing? 
Response: Most kids will likely ask questions at first and then it will likely be 

assumed that it is just a snack for kids who are there early in the morning. It is still in 
the planning stages right now. It is unsure what time the snack will be delivered; it 
might occur first thing in the morning or it might be during the day. The funding for 
this project is from the. 

Discussion about the concern that some kids will get food that they are not able to eat 
or kids that do not really need the food will get access to the food. 

Response: Again, this is all in the planning process and it will be determined 
later. Ideally it would be best if it could be done before school.

Question: The back of minutes talked about playgrounds and playstructures. Is there a 
mandate that the council will help with playstructures?

Response: There is not enough room to add another structure. The school is 
trying to encourage more use of the grounds and grass rather than structures. 

Question: Lynn asked about getting new jerseys for the school teams.
Response: Brent will talk to Mr. Laviolette and see if this is something that they 

want.

Meeting adjourned at 7:58pm

Next meeting: December 1, 2014 in the library at 6:30pm



Teachers’ Report

Remembrance Day is next Tuesday. Our assembly will begin at 9 a.m.

Spirit Day Nov 14 - PJ Day

November 10 - Remembrance Day Guest Speaker Primary (jk-3) 8:45-9:45 Junior (4-6) 11:30

The Kindergarten team is planning an outdoor exploration day sometime during the first 2 
weeks of November. Students will have an extended period of time outdoors to observe the 
changes of the seasons, musical instruments, art materials and much more.

The grade one English classes are teaming up with LDHSS vocal class and their vocal teacher 
Jen Britton for a show choir performance piece that will be showcased in January at a charity 
benefit concert.  Stay tuned for more exciting details!  Practices start this week.

The Grade 1 EFI classes had a presentation about the endangered Barn Swallow bird in Ottawa 
and all students contributed a piece for a stop motion animation video that raises awareness 
about this. This is through Nature Canada. Video should be out for viewing sometime in late 
November

The Grade 5/6 class is busy preparing to take part in the Remembrance Day performance. 
Students will be performing tableau's that support a text about how we can remember those 
who fought for our country. They are also learning a song and how to sing in rounds.

The Eco Club is starting back up again, this time it is open to all primary students. It will be run 
by myself, Ja'Nell Matoes and Erin Coupe. We will be starting out with yard work around our 
school and the garden area in our school yard. Any donations of garden materials/tools are 
always welcome. Jenn Roy- thank you for the seeds. They will go in to the ground this week!

The Berrigan composting program is also in full swing. This is run with myself and Nicole 
Gunhouse, as well as any teacher who has volunteered their classroom to join in. It is helping 
with all of the pizza box waste and food wastes from lunches. We are hoping to get the Eco 
Club helping with the running of this too. We are encouraging everyone to make newspaper bin 
liners so again if parents want to donate old newspapers, we would gladly accept!

In my Grade 6 immersion class, we are talking about different perspectives in the context of 
Remembrance Day. We are currently working on writing fictitious journals of children during 
World War II. We will have them on display at the remembrance day assembly.


