
BES Council Minutes

Thursday, June 14, 2018

6:30pm

Berrigan Elementary School Library

1. Presentation by Andrei Pripotnev (Mommy’s Yummies) – “Why Can’t I Lose 
Weight?” 

2. Welcome 

3. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

4. Approval of May Minutes 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

5. Reports 

a. Principal – Brent Smith 

Expresses appreciation for Council. 

Budget – School-generated funds (SGF) come from council donations, HST 
refunds, kickback from pictures, and other sources. Normally that fund burns 
down to nothing at the end of the year, but Brent is making the yard a priority 
and has been able to use some of the SGF towards yard improvements. He 
would like to continue maintaining a cushion in that account to go towards 
school yard improvements. 

Operating Budget – Normally over budget, but this year we’re at 70% because 
he tries not to use it and because of changes this year in how occasional 
teachers are paid. He intends to invest the balance in the junior book room, 
plant surrounds at front of school, 20 more Chrome Books, and line painting. 
Jenn asks what happens to balance if it’s not used. Traditionally carry-overs 
were allowed. 



Yard – Waiting for follow up. He will share in September some of the feedback 
received from the parent questionnaire. Notes that the yard is consistently 
raised as a concern. 

Two Japanese teaching assistants are coming in the fall. Was contingent on 
finding host families. 

Yearbook – Greatly appreciated. Thanks Allison for her hard work on it. 

Math Update – Working this year on computational recall, intentional math 
games / strategies. Every single student in the test class improved. 

Thanks Council again. It’s a pleasure to work with you and to come to the 
meetings. Such a fantastic crew to work with, and we get so much done, 
especially for the size of the council. 

Population update – 978. 

VP – Jennifer Lisowski  

Thanks council for everything we do, it all goes back to the kids. Thrilled to be 
coming back next year. 

  

b. Teacher Representative – Erin Coupe 

See attached. 

Extra discussion about the improvements to the garden and all the work done 
by Eco Club and the kids that help them. 

c. Treasurer – Jayda Siggers 

Absent tonight. Jenn refers to back page of minutes/agenda. Cheques have 
been cashed, deposits have been made, refers to allocated funds for upcoming 
events. Grade 6 likely won’t need the entire allocated amount because they 
raised so much with their book fair. Money has been set aside for the BBQ in 
the fall and Scientists in the Schools for next year. Still have two Freezie 
Fridays to raise funds before the end of the year. About $2500 in the account at 
end of year. 

Parent asks how the Spring Fling went. Tables were low, there were troubles 
with lights not being on, a fire alarm. The white elephant sale and raffle went 
well. Notes that Jan Harder and her sister are the biggest fans – they’re always 
waiting for it to open. Good that we were open it up to the robotics group, 
face painting, vendors, etc. Overall it went well. 



d. Co-chair – Jenn Roy & Allison Mika 

Two more Freezie Fridays. First two took in about $1000, which will be divided 
between Eco Club and the Breakfast Club. 

School BBQ / Meet the Teacher is Thursday September 27th. Jenn hopes that 
LDH doesn’t take our date. 

Mommy’s Yummies. Jenn notes that Andrei is so great to our school. He has 
asked to switch the MY days to Thursdays and Fridays. Mondays will be 
the only days a hot lunch won’t be offered. 

Staff Appreciation Lunch went really well. 

It was a good, busy year. Dates have all been booked for next year, including 5 
for movie nights (one can be a dance). 

We have been approached for different fundraisers (chocolate, etc.) but we 
need to be conscientious about what we do. Parents need to be willing 
to help out with the fundraiser if they bring it up. 

Would like to do clothing sales again. 

Jenn notes how nice it is that the staff stay to help out with the BBQ. 
Discussion about possibly doing the clothing sale at the BBQ so people 
have a chance to see the sizes and order there. 

6. New Business 

None. 

Adjourned 8:05pm 



Teacher Report  

Ottawa Public Library will be having their Summer Reading Program visit on Tuesday 
June 19th. 

The Talent Show will be held on Wednesday June 20th. The Primary show will be from 
9:00 - 10:30 and the Junior show will be from . Parents are invited to either one. 

Grade 2 Multi-cultural dance showcase will be on Thursday June 21st from 9 - 10:30 
am. 

Primary Play Day will be held on Monday June 25th from 11:30 - 1:00 pm. We were 
hoping to use council’s bubble wands. 

From Mme Schmidt - Her Grade 6 class has been sewing as part of their art program. 
They made bookmarks and will be starting drawstring bags. 

Most grades will be visiting the Splash Pad within the next 2 weeks. 

Thank you for the delicious lunch last week...it was a wonderful treat and a great 
opportunity to actually sit and eat with colleagues! :) 

From Eco Club, thank you for your donation from the last Freezie Fridays. We were 
able to purchase more trowels, seeds and plants that are either being used by the 
grade 1 team in the raised garden beds or to improve the main entrance gardens. The 
garden to the right of the school is pretty much complete; we are now turning our 
attention to the garden on the kindergarten side. We were hoping that parent 
volunteers might be willing to sign up to water the gardens over the summer. 

Thank you to Berrigan Parent Council for your generosity and support this year to help 
us enrich our teaching practices. The time and commitment you give is so very much 
appreciated. Enjoy your summer break!


