
Berrigan Elementary School Council 

BES Library 

November 5, 2015 commence at 18:35 

Minutes 

Attendance: See sign in sheet 

Meeting called to order at 6:30pm 

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of agenda put forward by Jenn Roy and second by Allison      

3. Approval of October minutes made by Adrienne and second by Allison      

4. Reports: 

a. Principal  – Brent Smith – Thanks for the funds for the money for the benches in 
the yard area. (This was voted for and approved in an email vote). There will 
be mentoring programs with them as well.  

The .5 EA has been hired and has been here for about 3 weeks. She is a great 
addition to the team.  

Labour dispute has a partial agreement but still needs to be ratified. This 
means that teachers will likely start planning extra-curricular activities again. 
Progress reports will be sent out soon as well. There will hopefully be a meet 
the teacher night but this will be decided by the board as to what it will look 
like. Hopefully this will increase the communication between parents and 
teachers. IEP’s will be going out soon and some have already been sent.  

Music program, the ukuleles that were purchased last year are being used. 
There are two teachers that are working with the music group and one group is 
working on drumming and the other ukuleles.  

Last year there was a discussion about the school council getting behind some 
projects, this is where the library tables came from last year and the text 
boxes. Hopefully council will continue to support this year the acquisition of 
more technology boxes and the book rooms.  

Vice Principal - Shelley – The school board runs international language programs 
here at the school. Berrigan has the largest international language group within 
the board. The kids can still join the language programs but the space is 
running out. The program is funded by OCDSB so they need to be a student 
from the school board.  

There are 2 Columbian exchange students to the school today, they have been 
placed in classes and are staying with a host family; there may be a few 
children from China that will be coming.  



b. Teacher representative – Mark Newton – the grade 5 EFI classes are doing a 
mock classroom crime science, doing experiments with food, and learning how 
to maintain blogs. The grade 2 English just finished a celebration unit and 
learned about different celebrations from around the world. This week they 
will be skyping with some of the kids in Nunavut for learning about the Inuit 
culture. Grade 6 is getting prepared for the remembrance ceremony and 
creating some poppy art. There is a soccer tournament being organized. Cross 
country running happened in October and two buses were needed for all the 
kids. The grade 6’s put on the haunted library again this year. The eco club 
wants to thank everyone for all the supplies and they have planted over 500 
bulbs in all. There is a sewing club that will be restarting. There is a lego movie 
club that will be starting as well (mostly juniors and about 7 or 8 kids). There 
will hopefully also be a little video podcast for the school that covers current 
events. Breakfast club has started again as well and there has been great 
success so far.  

c. Co-Treasurer – Jayda Siggers – Not present but the financial report was looked 
at. Thankfully there have been minimal NSF cheques this semester. The 
benches have been paid for as well as the webhosting. The allocated funds is 
for the remainder of the school lunches.  

d. Chair – Jenn Roy – Movie night had close to 400 people and it was really 
enjoyable, it made almost $1400.00 which covers the license so everything 
from this point forward is profit. There is another movie night at the end of 
November, no date or movie has been decided upon yet. 

Thanks to the custodial staff for all their support and help in these extra events 
within the school.  

The $500.00 funds from the school board has been received. Typically this 
money is used for presentations for parents. Last meeting there was a 
discussion about Paul Davies but he is booked for the remainder of this year.  

There have been some glitches in the lunch programs but these have been 
sorted out. Things such as wrong orders etc. This term ends December 18th, the 
forms will be sent out mid-December for the next session.  

Question: Since there is no quorum tonight could we vote electronically 
instead? Yes this can be done as it was with the benches.  

5. New business 

a. Mark (teacher representative) would like to ask for money for the Lego club. 
Brent will add this to the list of funds being asked for. Brent will send this 
request to Jenn to be sent out in an email. Specifically the Lego movie club 
needs more bases and Lego people. Brent will also ask for donations for Lego as 
people may have bases and mini figures in their houses.  

b. Discussion about the grade 6 leaving party – this is all organized by the teachers 
and the book sale that the grade 6’s organize goes to this. The students 



organize everything. Adults are able to send books that they would read as 
well.  

Meeting adjourned at 19:24, next meeting December 3, 2015 at 18:30


