
BERRIGAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Monday, November 4th, 2013

6:30 PM

Berrigan Elementary School Library

Meeting commenced at 6:35 PM 

1. Welcome

2. Approval of Agenda  

Moved by: Tressa Bevington

Seconded by: Esmat Fares

3. Approval of the September Minutes, as amended

Moved by: Lindsay Whitmore

Seconded by: Jennifer Roy

Change to the minutes, movie night made $1,400

Change on Jill’s report – they are Ministry brochures not EQAO brochures

Change to Susan’s report – job is with the OCDSB not just ‘a’ board

Agenda Correction – OCDSB page

November 7th event, the email address is missing an ‘a’ in Ottawa

4.  (a) Principal’s  Report – Jill Cutler (combined with teacher report as Jill was 
representing the teachers as well)

Teacher rep not available today due to family and other commitments  

Nancy Reid will be returning to the VP role in a week to 10 days



Today, Students in grades 1 - 6 enjoyed the Pirates of Penzance mini-opera, 
students seemed to enjoy it 

Unicef assembly kicked off the month of October and culminated in the Haunted 
library.  We await to hear the totals of this fundraiser.  Thanks to Mrs Stewart 
and her grade 6 students

Grade 2’s visited the Butterfly Exhibit@ Carleton University to support their work 
on life cycles and habitats

Grade 3’s visited the Fire Safety House that you may have seen parked out in the 
Kiss n’Drive area last week

Soccer tournaments for boys and girls were held in the 3rd week of October as 
did the Cross Country meet.  We are fortunate to have places like Baxter 
Conservation area relatively close by and Ben Franklin Park so that students can 
have large events such as this.

Thanks to parent volounteers who helped

Kindergarten students went to Miller’s Farm and visited the pumpkin patch

Choir practicing for the Remembrance Day Assembly which is to be held at 9 am 
on November 11th, LDH band coming for the assembly as well

Club fantastique and students with sticks are continuing

Last week presentation by Paul Davis on internet safety, hopefully students are 
now more aware of safe practices

This Thurs. Nov. 7th and Fri. Nov. 8th are picture days

Parent/Teacher interviews November 14th and 15th,will try to coordinate so that 
parents with more than one child are one after the other

     (b) Teacher report incorporated above 

 (c) Treasurer Report – Jayda Siggers

October finance report has been provided.  Deposits from lunch programs and 
movie nights, expenses have come out as well some of which are dishonoured 
cheques some of which are still be being tracked down.

Allocated funds are those that have previously been voted on.  We did go back 
to look at when the iPads were voted on, this was voted on at the council 
meeting in March of 2013.  Available funds are approximately $36,000.  Jayda 
suggested we might put together a wish list for allocation of some of these 



funds.  Because we are not a non profit, we are a community association we 
should only be carrying over so much per year.

Kim and Jayda have been working on a budget – Council brings in about 20K of 
profit on average per year.

There was discussion as to how we might compile a list of what would most 
benefit the school and prioritize those items.

Question was asked about how these types of funds have been spent in the 
past.  Jill explained that council bought digital projectors for each classroom 
with the exception of the JK classrooms, the school paid for installation.  Jill 
mentioned that she would like to see one installed in the library.  There is one in 
the computer lab that is on a cart but the lab will likely be dismantled next year 
to become a classroom.  Contributions have been made to the English and 
French programs.  Council funded a math resource room, stocked with math 
materials – the purchase of all items has been related to the school 
improvement plan.

iPads are enhancements to the literacy program.

Operating budget for the school is less than 60K.  Must be spent on the children 
that are here this year, and the sooner the better.  Each teacher in the school 
gets $15 per student and Kindergarten teachers get $7.50 per student because 
they are ½ days.  20% of their budget should be on things that can be carried 
forward from year to year, the rest are consumables.

What council contributes makes a significant difference in the teaching and 
learning resources.  There are other monies that come from the interest in 
school generated funds, as well as the HST rebates.

Jill will approach the teachers to ask what they most need in terms of resources.

Full day kindergarten came up as a byproduct of this conversation.  There are 
almost 80 kindergarten kids now, but the classes can be larger as many as 32 
kids.  There will likely be 2 – 3 more portables, and the computer lab will likely 
be dismantled because they are going to a portable technology model.

 (d) OCASC Report – Susan Klimchuk

Speaker at the last meeting was Jennifer Laale – she does Be Your Best 
workshops with a wide variety of ages which she demonstrated for the OCASC 
members in about 30 minutes.  She is available for people who want to bring 
that sort of thing into their schools.

In terms of Susan’s position as chair, it was unanimously voted that Susan 
should stay in the position for the remainder of the term in spite of her job with 



the OCDSB, members preferred that Susan have a co-chair so Marnie from Aces 
has taken that position.  Next OCASC meeting is November 21st and they will be 
holding  committee representative elections, Walter Peterson will come to that 
meeting

Susan is still looking for a representative from council to represent us at OCASC

(e) Co-Chairs report – Lynn Ogilvie and Jenn Roy

Updates from OCDSB are on the agenda and on the web site

December 6th is the next movie night, more popcorn and water will be ordered 
as we ran out last time.  Reminder about no nut products will be on the flyer.

Social networking safety night and afternoon session with the kids were both 
very successful.  Comments from parents were very positive.  

We have insurance updated as of November 1st so we can continue to hold 
events.

Typically on the night of parent teacher interviews council pays for a meal for 
the teachers, and volunteers make treats.  Jen put a motion forward to have 
council cover that and Lynn seconded  - Jen estimated the cost at around $300.  
7 voted in favour and the motion was passed.

Last year Christina has started working on an electronics recycling program, it 
was done at LDH and they raised approx. $600 – they had drop offs a few days 
during the week and then from 11 am – 4 pm Saturday and Sunday .  Jen 
suggested we consider doing this right after Christmas from Jan 7 – 12 to 
capture folks who have updated their devices.  We would split the funds 50/50 
with LDH and do it together.  Volunteers stand outside, take the items out of the 
vehicles and put them in the appropriate bins.  Council work involves 
photocopying and distributing flyers, and supplying volunteers.  It was 
suggested that a notice be sent out ASAP so that people start collecting things.

Every year to date council has set aside $1500 for the grade 6 graduation for 
plaques, lunch ($800), as well as funds for grade 6 banners, Fun Day, BBQ etc.  
Jen proposed that these things be put on the budget consistently. There was a 
discussion about whether they should stay on every year, with the option to vote 
them off or be voted on each year.  Jayda proposed that it be that funds are 
allocated as part of the yearly budget but then the budget is voted on.  Jill 
proposed that the discussion needs to happen at the outset of the year, and at 
least by November so that we don’t run out of funds for things that are 
traditions.



(8) New Business 

• Lindsay Whitmore – Family Dance

There are no Fridays available in Feb for Community use of schools, but there is 
a movie night already established.

Lindsay contacted DJ Crash, $400 by cheque or $350 cash with a receipt, Brenda 
MacLeod said they have used him in the past.

Lindsay contacted Kathy McCullough, they did it as a fundraiser but they used 
Mr Dunford as the DJ which was the key to making money.  They sold glow 
sticks, had raffles etc.  she couldn’t remember how much  they had raised. The 
grade 6’s made decorations.  We need to decide if we want to raise money, or is 
it just a community event.  They charged $5 per family.  Lindsay said that she 
felt, this was not likely to be a money making event.  

There was much discussion about the possibility of a survey going out to the 
parental population, but it was difficult to determine what a measure of success 
would be.

It was felt that having a ‘cause’ would tie people more to the event, and Jill 
shared that there is a student in the school who is undergoing treatment for 
cancer and that there might be interest in doing it as s fundraiser for that 
family.  And that it could become an annual tradition to support Rogers House 
or CHEO for families dealing with these types of issues.

Jen put forward the motion Lynn seconded, voted in by 9 members

Meeting ended at 8:18.


