
Berrigan Elementary School Council 
BES library 

Thursday March 9, 2017 6:30pm 
Minutes 

Attendance: See sign in sheet 

Commence at  

1. Welcome – Meeting started at 18:30  

2. Approval of agenda put forward by Jenn and second Allison 

3. Approval of December minutes made by Jada and second by Allison 

4. Reports: 

a. Principal and Vice Principal  – Brent Smith and Shelley Neill –  

i. There will be 8 Chinese students coming on the Wednesday following 
March break. This was really well received last year.  

ii. School budget from board –operating budget typically is lower than what 
we spend and is about $177 000, at this point we have spent 60% of it 
already. We have spent $73 000 is occasional teaching, $6 300 is 
photocopying, $6 000 in extra EA costs, $4 000 in renovations (most of 
that was on the new sign), $11 500 in supplies (this would be 
substantially more if parents were not sending in their own supplies). 
School generated funds is $22 000 currently. There is about $3 000 left 
over from the skiing. This happened as people donated extra money to 
help other students be able to attend (It is proposed that the school 
keeps this money to subsidize next years ski trip).  

iii.There are some students who are wanting to do some fund raising for 
ALS. They are looking to do popcorn sales at the next movie night to 
raise money for this. If this is decided upon there will need to be a 
parents that supports this as well.  

iv. The fundraiser for toonie Tuesday was a great success and almost $1 200 
was raised. The children engaged in this well and there were some very 
creative answers.  

b. Teacher representative – Juli Gordier 

i. See attached report 



c. Treasurer – Jayda Siggers –  

i. The treasurer report is on the back page of the minutes. There is 
approximately $42 582.52 in the account currently however, there is 
still money that needs to be paid for the lunch programs (approximately 
$15 000 for the outstanding lunch money to be paid).  

d. Co-chair – Jenn Roy and Allison Mika –  

i. Lunch programs online ordering will be open as of this Saturday and will 
remain open for March break and the week following the students 
return. It is preferred that people order online however, the paper 
forms are available if necessary. The deadline to submit orders is March 
24th.  

  

ii. Paul Davies is confirmed for April 13th (Thursday). The adult 
presentation is scheduled at the same time as the council meeting but it 
is encouraged to attend this and be present there as well. Child care 
will be offered at this presentation. Children are not to be present 
inside the presentation. 

iii.April 21st is the last movie night of the year. 

iv. May 6th is the garage sale. There will be an email sent out looking for 
volunteers. The vendors are able to set up at 6am so it can be a long 
day but is typically quite fun. Typically there is no budget required for 
this although last year there was some money that was spent on new 
signage. There is a request for some money for coffee for the vendors, 
volunteers etc. Last year the net was approximately $2 000. It is hoped 
that the eco club will do the plants again this year. There is a request 
for $400. Motion put forward for $400, voted on, and passed.  

v. Voting will likely occur via email regarding whether or not the proceeds 
from the movie night could be donated to the ALS fundraiser.  

5. New business 

i. None 

Meeting adjourned at 19:08 Next meeting April 13th, 2017 at 18:30 



Teacher Report March 2017 

Grade 1 ETFI - We are very busy in the world of Grade 1 EFI with lots of weekly activities in 
February and March related to Quebec City's Carnaval. Students are exploring the food, arts, 
music, sports and structures of this French Canadian Carnaval and are learning that French 
speaking is part of daily life in many parts of Canada. You may have seen us on parade around 
the school with Canadian and Quebec flags held up proudly! 

We are also starting up a Grade 1 "Club Frantastique" to help kids practise their French 
speaking through their interests such as games, Lego building, art (weaving/crochet/drawing) 
and while playing with friends at this club. This runs on Mondays and Fridays. 

Anna Fila - There is the first annual Berrigan Art Gallery on April 27 from 5 to 8pm. Save the 
date! 

Sharon Korosi - The Grade 3 and 4 writing club held on Fridays at recess is concluding after 10 
weeks. We have had about 30 to 35 students, many using Chromebooks, out each week. 

Kris Beauchesne - Mrs. Beauchesne's Grade 6 English class has been super busy in all areas of 
the curriculum. We just finished a neat unit on inferring using receipts. Students learned just 
how much you can glean and infer based on the contents of a receipt. We also discovered how 
ineffective some receipts can be! We then used some picture books for Black History Month 
and students were able to make some logical inferences based on the pictures these stories 
told. Inferring is an important comprehension strategy that allows students to understand a 
text at a deeper level.  

Students in both the English Grade 6 classes are working together to create a STOMP 
production so the halls on Friday afternoons have been loud with all sorts of wonderful 
"everyday objects" making music! It continues to be a busy time for all! 

Janis St. Germain - The Primary Play day was a great success!  Weather was very cooperative, 
sunny skies and below freezing temperatures. Students had an opportunity to enjoy 6 stations 
(hockey, sledding, ice/snow exploration, curling, ice sculptures, and the very popular hot 
chocolate tasting). What a great opportunity for students to enjoy the best that Winter has to 
offer at Berrigan. 

Erin Coupe- During the week of March 27th - 31st, Berrigan students will be introduced to the 
sport of curling. In partnership with Curling Canada, the Rocks & Rings program is designed to 
introduce the Olympic sport of curling to elementary school children. By bringing the curling 
rink to the school gym, they reach children that would otherwise not have access to the 
game. Permission forms will be sent home after March Break and students are asked to pay $2 
to offset the costs associated with this wonderful opportunity. 


