
Berrigan Elementary School Council
BES Library

Thursday, October 1, 2015

Attendance: See sign-in sheet 

1. Welcome, meeting commences at 18:34 

2. Approval of agenda – motion put forward by Kim Hogan second Jayda Siggers 

3. Approval of September minutes – motion put forward by Jenn Roy and second by Kim 
Hogan 

4. Reports 

a. Principal and Vice Principal – Yesterday was the Terry Fox run, thanks to all the 
volunteers that helped make the event possible. About $1000.00 was raised 
which is excellent considering that there was only about 3 days notice.  

Berrigan is still looking to staff the .5 EA position. There are several applicants 
(32). The interview process will hopefully start and end next week.  

Gardening, there is mulch that has been delivered and the classes are signed 
up to put mulch in the flower beds.  

Labour update – There are always updates on the ETFO site and the OCDSB site. 
There are volunteers working hard to collect forms and money so that lunch 
programs can continue as is as teachers are not allowed to touch forms and 
money. The teachers could be picketing but there are supposed to end 15 
minutes prior to school starting.  

b. Teachers report - Janice – many students are doing the grade 3-6 cross country 
run. The meet is October 27. There is an animation club in the library and 
there is a soccer club at recess. November 11 there will be a ceremony for 
Remembrance Day. The computer club is starting up soon. 

c. Financial – Jayda -The deposits were just done recently except for the money 
in the pay pal account. We should continue to encourage families to use the 
online ordering. The money comes out of the account right away whereas 
cheques could take up to 3 weeks. Also there is a great deal of time that it 
takes to enter the cheques into the account. There is a transaction fee for 
online that the council is absorbing. There is a total of around $51 000 in the 
account but the school still needs to be paid back for the lunch orders; 
therefore, some of this money is already spoken for.  

d. Chair – Jenn - Lunch programs just started on Monday. So far it has gone well. 
Lots of times when the forms are filled in there is missing information or wrong 
information. The coordinators then need to go back and correct the 
information and update it all the time. This accounts for the time that it takes 
for the cheques to be deposited. There are many school that do not do lunch 
programs right now due to the teacher strike.  



Question: How do you ensure that the food brought into the food is 
peanut free? There is a special list modified slip that helps to keep those things 
under control. The ministry of education website provides guidelines that are 
to be followed and the school cannot bring in food that does not meet those 
guidelines into the school. The teachers also have training in the use of epipen 
in the event of an emergency. 

At the back of the agenda there is a council constitution and mission 
statement. This can be taken home to look through so that it can be reviewed 
in November once everyone has had a chance to look at it. The principal profile 
that is included is used for when a new principal joins the school. The 
superintendent looks at this when deciding on a new principal to measure 
whether or not this school is a good fit. This can be discussed at the next 
meeting as well. Please read it to determine whether or not there are 
additional concerns.  

The first movie night is October 30. It is held in the gym, usually this brings in 
around $1200 to the first one. In order to show the movies there needs to be a 
movie license purchased annually. Previously we have used ACF films in Quebec 
which allows us to show pre-releases. There is a cost associated with this 
license. Last year it cost around $1200, this year the license will cost about the 
same. There was a motion put forward by Jenn Roy to use the funds to cover 
the cost of the license. ACF has newer movies and the other places that have 
licenses do not offer the same new release movies that ACF offers. The 
children enjoy the new releases.  

Question: Could the license be shared with someone else? There is 
concern about insurance and whether or not there is a council member that 
can go to the movies. There can be an ongoing conversation about this. Extra 
insurance needs to be purchased if it is shown at a different venue. The school 
areas need to be booked through community use of schools so even if we 
wanted to book a gym in the summer to show a movie. It is also possible that 
you could not expand on the license.  

Question: Do you advertise outside of the school? Since it is in the gym 
there is capacity. There are signs on the doors and it is posted on facebook. 
There is no announcement outside as there might be kids from Berrigan that 
then cannot get in. Also there might be parents that drop off their kids and 
there is no way make sure that the parents stay.   

Question: Price? Admission is $3/person, popcorn is $2 and water is $1. 
This still makes it cheaper than going to the theatre.  

Remember that there are always volunteers needed including coming before 
the movie and setting up the chairs. In addition there are volunteers needed to 
put all the mats down in the gym, set up AV equipment, put chairs out, sell 
popcorn and water, accept admission, be in the gym to keep an eye on the 
kids, clean up and run the equipment, count the money and treasurer deposits 
it, movie posters need to be made and put up around the school.  



Motion put forward by Jenn Roy, second by Kim Hogan. Voted and approved.  

The website: It used to be hosted for free but then it had to be moved. It is 
through Netfirms and it is $107.88.  

Jenn Roy put motion forward to cover the hosting fees, second by Tara 
Ouellette, voted and approved. The funds will be paid for originally on Jenn 
Roy card and reimbursed. 

All of the funds that have been raised go directly back into the school. The 
agendas, library tables, projectors in each room etc. Teachers typically come 
to the VP or principal and ask for specific items that are needed. Last year we 
talked about people coming only twice a year to the council to ask for things so 
that the council can make informed decisions on where the money is being 
spent rather than approving things as they come in. By November there are 
obvious needs such as book room needs. November and April will be the times 
that they come forward to present their lists of needs. The requests will be 
brought forward either by the principal or by the teachers themselves. The 
teachers generally ask for things that can be used for more than just their room 
and their grade. 

5. New business:  

a. Samko Miko toy sale – explanation or the sale that runs November 4-8 at the EY 
Centre. Vote and approved to do as a fundraiser.  

Possible to have volunteers stationed at the entrances to collect receipts, the 
school will send out reminders to go and to bring in receipts. Tara will organize 
this again this year.  

b. Recipe book – The school is trying to get a recipe book to put out. It was put 
out last year. Jayda is willing to do this again this year but when would we like 
to start. Would we like it in December as gifts, it might be more likely to get 
participation if it is done for the spring to gain more recipes and have more 
time. The garage sale is a great opportunity to sell the recipe book. There 
could be a competition between classes as to who submits the most recipes. 
This concept will be revisited in January. 

c. Social Networking safety with Paul Davis – he comes in and talks about internet 
safety. He does a presentation during the day to the students and then there is 
a session during the evening for the parents as well. There was great feedback 
a few years ago when it was done so it is proposed that it is done again. He has 
been emailed to ask whether or not he can come. He is already booking into 
February. It costs about $695.00 plus HST which include the parents night and 
the ones during the day for the students. The evening one is child free. When 
there is a date it will be discussed more and voted on.  

Question: He has been seen before here, can the age range be changed 
to incorporate the younger kids? Possibly 



Question: Is there a cost to the parents that come? No, the council 
covers the full price.  

Question: Are there other speakers that could be a better fit for this 
population? We should consider all the options and anyone can bring forward 
ideas that could also be used for education of the parents. This is likely the 
best as there are so many forms of technology that are brought to the schools 
all the time and used in regular day activities.  

d. Additional question: Are kids encouraged to bring their own devices to school? 
Currently there has been no dialogue around this but there will be in the 
future. There might be individual teachers that are allowing this but the 
teachers should be contacting the parents. There is concern about 
unsupervised time. The kids are discouraged from bringing out their devices at 
recess time.  

Question: How do you sign up to volunteer: You can do it on the website, at the 
council meetings, or just show up, emails are sent out as well to look for 
people. Letting people know ahead of time helps though.  

Meeting adjourned at 19:54 

Next Meeting November 5, 2015 18:30 in the library.


