
Berrigan Elementary School Council 
BES library 

Thursday May 5, 2016 6:30pm 
Minutes 

Attendance: See sign in sheet 

Commence at 18:37 

1. Welcome –  

2. Approval of agenda put forward by Jayda first and Adrienne second 

3. Approval of April minutes made by Jayda first and Alisson second 

4. Reports: 

a. Principal and Vice Principal  – Brent Smith and Shelley Neill –  

i.  Communication – Brent sends home electronic communication regularly. 
In the last email it was addressed that there is a parent Berrigan 
Facebook page that he knew nothing about. He is always looking for 
better ways to communicate with parents. The website has not been a 
high traffic area so they are looking at ways of adding to this.  

ii. Creativity leadership conference – the crafters and Ukulele orchestra 
was there. The Ukulele club has been invited to play at the board 
(possibly at Algonquin college) 

iii.May 19 someone from Design and Construction will be coming to look at 
the yard from a construction point of view. Brent has also been in 
contact with other schools with large numbers and small yards to 
address the irrigation system. It is too new to know the impact of this 
yet but LDH is also installing an irrigation system so this will be looked 
at as well.  

iv. Throughout this year and last there have been conversations with 
parents of children with allergies. Sometimes kids send food into the 
school for their child’s birthday and this is dangerous. Most teachers 
have things there that they can give kids if necessary, but it is still a 
social thing that they are missing out on. Each class is doing different 
things. Some younger classes are not allowing kids to bring food at all 
and just ask parents to send in stickers etc. if they need to send 
something. There was a discussion about whether or not we can do 
something about this to create inclusion for everyone, not just kids with 
allergies but cultural reasons why they cannot participate, food 
preferences or cultural food restrictions. There will be a start to not 
allow outside food in the school. Brent will draft something to address 
this issue.  

v. May 30-June 1 and June 6-8, the grade 3 and 6’s will be writing EQAO’s. 
They are writing for an hour in first block and then an hour in the 



second block. There are about 40 students in total who will require 
scribes. It would help if there were parent volunteers to work with a 
child. They would need to be available for the three days (ideally) from 
about 8:30-13:30. Please email Shelley if you are available.  

b. Teacher representative –  see attached 

c. Treasurer – Jayda Siggers –  

i. The report is attached to the meetings minutes and agenda that was 
sent out. The replacement money was all tracked down. The online 
option for food orders is helping to reduce the number of NSF cheques. 
It is estimated that there is about $27, 621.36.  

ii. Discussion about how if there is a fee of less than $100.00 for something 
then it does not need to be voted on. This is why there was money 
taken out to set up a float for the garage sale.  

d. Chair – Jenn Roy –  

i. Movie night had mixed comments, it was geared towards the older kids 
as the movies typically are not. The donation cups of Student Council 
(Melissa Langlois) raised $177.65 and then movie night brought in about 
$1100 

ii. The garage sale is Saturday. The last few years there has been a decline 
in the renting of tables. There will be some empty tables this year. 
There will be a bake sale this year and there is the plant sale done by 
the eco club as well. There will be a raffle and bottle collection there 
as well.  

iii.The year book is about 90% done, there was an email sent out about it. 
The deadline to order it is June 3.  

iv. There will be the need in the next year to form committees to do things 
like year book, garage sale, lunch programs etc.  

v. Paul Davies was already booked for the dates that we were hoping for. 
The booking agent has given us April 13th for the 2016/2017 school year. 
There will be nothing that needs to be paid until closer to the event.  

vi.The community use of schools dates will be booked for the BBQ, the 
garage sale, movie nights, the council meeting dates (which will be 
Thursday again – perhaps a different week such as the second Thursday 
of the month).  

vii.There have been questions about why the BBQ was not done in the fall 
(labour dispute), and the end of the year is very busy. It is possible that 
next year it will be on the night of the open house so that parents can 



meet the teachers on the yard or in the classroom. September 22 would 
be the proposed night for the open house. Volunteers will be needed. 
Previous years we have needed $2500.00 to pay for the bouncy castles 
etc. for the BBQ. However, now the school is larger and the food will 
not be pre-sold so the money will only come in after. It is proposed at 
$3000.00 so that the stuff can be purchased ahead of time. Motion put 
forward to allocate $3000.00 for the BBQ. Vote completed, all in favour, 
vote passed.  

viii.There is typically a sign-up sheet at the BBQ for the council. This way 
the parents will know that it is a council event. There could be a giant 
banner that is made to display at any event that is sponsored by the 
council. 

ix.Asked to vote on the student agenda’s. There will be a vinyl pouch in 
the front of the new ones that things can be placed in. They are asking 
for $3500.00 for the agendas. Motion to put forward for $3500.00 for 
agenda’s. Vote put forward, all in favour and vote passed.  

x. Movie night (Melissa Langlois) team has raised $177.65. Manordale 
School has accepted 20 Syrian refugees currently. The money raised was 
going to be used for that. It is proposed that the $1100 from movie night 
be given to them on top of the $177.65 used. This will be gifted directly 
to the school and we can delegate how it can be spent. The money 
would be used for subsidizing school trips, school supplies, adequate 
winter clothing, money for lunch programs etc. Motion put forward to 
give $1300.00 to Manordale Public school. Vote put forward and all in 
favour, vote passed.  

5. New business 

a. Melissa Langlois – thanks to the school council for allowing the students to help 
out. They really enjoyed it and it was appreciated. 

b. What about movies during lunch times etc. There are some teachers that play 
movies during the lunch period just while the kids are eating. This will be 
discussed with the teachers.  

Meeting adjourned at 20:12, next meeting June 2, 2016 at 18:30. 



Teachers’ Report 

Jane Crowther - For her Nobody Project (community initiative that is student led/character 
education), Jessica Albin is organizing a bottle drive to raise funds for the playroom at CHEO. 
As a cancer survivor and somebody who has spent a lot of time at CHEO, she wants to raise 
funds to help supply toys for the hospital's playroom. 

As a class, we are helping out by volunteering time, helping her to create awareness of the 
event via posters and making donations. 

I will be set up in the parking lot on Wednesday morning between 8:00 and 8:15 if you would 
like to donate empties.  In lieu of empties, we will also be collecting cash donations. 

On Tuesday, they distributed pre-printed labels to each class (not the kinders) to put into 
students' agendas to advertise the event.  We are asking for cash donations to be sent to the 
school on Wednesday morning and we would appreciate if classroom teachers could collect 
any money and leave it with the office staff before the end of the day.  

Suzanne Friday May 27th will be Berrigan's Junior Track and Field Day.  All students grades 4 to 
6 will participate as part of their PE curriculum. Events will include 100m, 200m, 800m, ball 
throw and long jump. Our neighbours at LDHSS have agreed to lend us their track for the day 
and also their long jump pits.  Ball throw and the "rest" station will be on Berrigan's yard.  We 
will chose our junior track and field team based on the results of the day. The regional track 
and field meet will be held at South Carleton H.S on Monday, June 6th. 

Sharon Korosi - Music Monday - May 2nd 

Scientists in the School will be presenting to our classes on Wednesday, May 4th. 

We are currently in the midst of our Wild Animal Sanctuary project - and the students are 
"vets" creating their medical files and their care plans. 

All English and French Grade 2's are involved in a dance presentation to their parents on May 
13. 

Patricia Roy - Grade 3 Dance club starts this week and is being run by one of our grade 5 
students with my supervision.  

My classes are having a blast creating persuasive announcements/commercials using the app 
Beautiful Audio.  

Caitlin Charlton - In Grade 2, we are learning about the countries around the world. Each 
Grade 2 class is preparing a dance from a different country and we will be presenting them 
for the parents on Friday May 13. The Grade 2 French Immersion classes are also going on a 
field trip to the Museum of History (Children's Museum) this week. 



In terms of music, my junior classes are coming to the end of their group projects. They have 
self-selected a song to learn on the ukulele and will be playing/singing the song as a music 
presentation in class for their peers. In the ukulele club, we will be starting to rehearse soon 
for a performance at the Volunteer Appreciation Night at Confed in June. 

Juli Gordier - Mini Mentors helping on the yard began this week.  We have students from 
various jr classes helping students find positive play options on the yard.  Each day is a group 
of 4-5 students, clearly marked with orange pinnies. Our assembly introduced many of the 
mentors and how they can help on the yard.   

Nicole Gunhouse: The Bread Festival took place today. We had close to 150 responses and 
more than 40 different countries will be represented. Close to 45 volunteers have signed up 
to help serve their bread during the festival. For our 10th one, it is shaping up to be the best 
yet! 


