
Berrigan Elementary School Council 
BES library 

Thursday January 7, 2016 6:30pm 
Minutes 

Attendance: See sign in sheet 

Commence at 18:32 

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of agenda put forward by Jenn, second by Adrienne  

3. Approval of December minutes made by Adrienne, second by Liz 

4. Reports: 

a. Principal  – Brent Smith – The arcade event that was in the gym turned out 
great. The holiday concert was also great and was well attended by kids and 
guardians.  

Recently Brent met with the area supervisor to discuss the yard. He has 
contacted design and construction and it will be on the discussion for spring.  

The tech orders have come into the school and they are ready to go. Hopefully 
they will be put out for use in the school tomorrow (January 8). 

The teachers have started the school learning process at the school. They pick 
areas of need at the school and create teams to make actions. Teachers also do 
this on their own but this learning process is meant to be school wide.  

Vice Principal - Shelley Neill – No report this time. 

b. Teacher representative – Juli Gordier (see attached)  

c.

d. Co-Treasurer – Jayda Siggers – All the lunch money has come out of the 
account. There is about $34000 in the account that can be used. The numbers 
are approximate at this point as some funds have been allocated and it is 
unsure how much these will cost exactly. Currently, they are best guess based 
on historical amounts.  

e. Chair – Jenn Roy – There was $282.52 raised form Samko and Miko sales. Thanks 
to all families who went and participated in this fundraiser.  

January 29, 2016 is the next movie night. We will be viewing the Good 
Dinosaur.  



Lunch programs have started again and there were more orders online this 
time. There were well over 24 late orders this time as well. Going forward this 
will have to be looked at. Some kids are getting the wrong orders. If and when 
this happens children are encouraged to speak up about it immediately as this 
can be corrected on the spot. However, if they do not say anything then it 
cannot. Next session there will be no late orders accepted. In addition, next 
orders there will be a message sent out that states there will be no paper 
copies of the food orders sent unless one is specifically requested.  

 Question: If late orders are a problem can we extend the order time? 
Answer: Extending order time has not helped in the past. Actually the longer 
you give people the more often they forget to do it and then submit their 
orders late.  

We are short two milk volunteers this term. If there are not enough volunteers 
then the program will not be able to run. Brent will send this information out in 
an email.  

5. New business 

a. Recipe book –Jayda - Is there interest in going forward with this. Unfortunately 
there is not quorum tonight so a decision cannot be made. Jenn may send this 
out as an email vote later. If the plan does go forward there are people willing 
to help with inputting the recipes that are sent in by hand. (Tara, Adrienne). It 
would be ideal if we could add recipes from the breads that are made during 
education week.  

b. Playground update – Jayda – There is a playground consultant (Jeff Castor and 
Ed Capsack are the ones for the school grounds design). The schoolboard offers 
a seminar series to show people how to be involved in greening. Perhaps this 
could be attended by a council member next year.  

Meeting adjourned at 19:34, next meeting February 4, 2016 at 18:30. 



Teachers’ Report 

Mark Newton:  During the last Tuesday before the break 8 classes participated in creating 
cardboard arcade games inspired by the Youtube video 'Caine's Arcade'. The basic idea was for 
students to use their own creativity and ingenuity to create a functional arcade game for 
others to play out of cardboard and tape. 

Teachers used the arcade to provide an activity that allowed for a large continuum of 
students to participate. This was evident as we had students from grade 2 to 6 involved. 
Teachers' used the Arcade to support Language Arts, Science and Math curriculum in an 
authentic and engaging way. 

The classes set up their games in the gym and classes were invited down to play for 30 min 
sessions. Many parents came to see their children's creations as well. The gym was full of 
energy and it was a great activity to help send the kids off on their winter break. 

Patricia: Paper crane sale raised 169.40 for Free the Children and we donated a little over 40 
boxes to the Barrhaven Food Cupboard:-) 

Catherine:  We have now finished preparing our Colour Cycle program (old markers/
highlighters can now be recycled via Crayola). We will begin with some bins around the school 
where classes can drop off their old markers. 

Our next project in Eco Club is going to be creating some bird seed feeders to place around 
our school yard to encourage the birds to come visit during the winter! 

For our Grade 1 EFI classes: We will be gearing up to get our weekly skating sessions on the go 
throughout January and February. This is a great opportunity for many of our Grade 1s to get 
on the ice, often for the first time! 

Kristina: The Grade 5 and 6 English classes went to Bayshore, December 9th, to shop for 
senior citizens. The trip was a resounding success and students all loved the experience. Many 
valuable learning opportunities were achieved from this outing! As a follow up activity a few 
students from each Grade 5 and 6 English class visited the Barrhaven Retirement Home on Dec 
18th and sang for the seniors. Students had a first hand experience to witness how a simple 
act of kindness can impact someone's day. It is so important to provide students with an 
opportunity to practice showing empathy and kindness.  


