
BERRIGAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Monday, December 2, 2013

6:30 PM

Berrigan Elementary School Library

Meeting commenced at 6:35 PM 

1. Welcome

2. Approval of Agenda  

Moved by: Lynn Ogilvie

Seconded by: Jennifer Roy

3. Approval of the November Minutes

Moved by: Lynn Ogilvie

Seconded by: Jennifer Roy

Correction under Jill’s report - Full day Kindergarten – there are 200+ kids

4.  (a) Principal’s  Report – Jill Cutler 

See attached report

Effective Jan 31st Jill is retiring.  A notice will go out to all the parents soon.

 (b) Teacher report – Brenda

  Classroom Activity

The morning kindergarten, grade one and two students will be going to LDHSS 
this Friday to watch a collection of stories that have been adapted for the stage 
by the grade 12 theater students.



Mr. Toft’s class created another video challenge.  They planned a video 
explaining how to play the "Clothespin Card Pass" and are challenging other 
classes around the world to beat their score.  There's also a short video of their 
first animations at www.PortableRadio.ca

Sports and Activities

Ski/Snowboard club is now full with the largest number we have ever had. 200 
grades 4, 5 and 6 students will be enjoying 4 Thursdays in January on the hills 
of Pakenham. Parent volunteers are always welcome, unfortunately due to lack 
of space on the school buses, they will have to get themselves to the hill.

Gr. 6 bordenball tryouts have finished. We were fortunate enough to be able to 
put two boys’ and two girls’ teams into the tournament on December 17.

Gr. 3,4,5 bordenball is wrapping up their tryouts. The Girls’ Tournament will be 
Dec. 12 and the Boys’ Tournament will be December 13.

The Eco Club is in full swing with our Grade 1s and 2s. The club has already 
completed a "Clean up Berrigan" activity to help with the yard. The students are 
now learning about the birds of Ontario and are making a bird feeder out of 
recycled materials to set up at their house and help feed the birds over the 
winter. In the New Year, students will begin some activities around the school to 
raise awareness and help reduce our school's ecological footprint.

School News

Our Christmas Holiday Assembly will be on Wednesday, December 18 from 
11:30 – 12:30. Many classes are busy preparing songs and skits to perform.

We have three student teachers from Queen's back in our school until the break.  
They are currently with Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Gunhouse, and Mrs. Melon.

Mrs. Randall would like to thank everyone for another great book sale!  In total, 
$8035.74 worth of books were sold, and we received just over $2000.00 for the 
library.  A huge thank you to volunteers, Esmat and Tracey, who gave up so 
much of their time to help out.  

 (c) Treasurer Report – Kimberly Hogan (Jayda Siggers was unable to 
make it)

Monthly reconciliation has been done for the month of November.  Date passed 
has been added.  We have $35, 569 in the bank as of the end of that report, as 
expected.  Need a documented decision for what needs to be set aside for the 
dance.

(d) OCASC Report – Susan Klimchuk



Last meeting there was a discussion of the new full day policy, associate director 
of OCDSB was in attendance to discuss.  There was an election of committee 
reps, there was a full slate of volunteers – only 3 openings remain.  There was a 
discussion of what topics they would like to see in the future – play structures; 
technology in schools; security of schools; budget 101; and numeracy.  Next 
meeting is December the 12th.  It will be a shortened meeting with a social after.  
Mark Fisher coming in to bring a motion about the cyclical rotation of 
playstructures.

(e) Co-Chairs report – Lynn Ogilvie and Jenn Roy

This week and next week the lunch program order forms are coming out.  Need 
to make sure orders are in and processed before Christmas.  Lunch programs 
have been very successful in raising money for council and are a good 
opportunity for parents to have a day off.

Thanks to those who sent baked items for parent teacher interviews, it was 
much appreciated.

Electronics recycling booked for the 7th, 8th , 9th of Jan and the following 
weekend.  Council will need volunteers to help collect electronics out of people’s 
cars. Posters will be put up shortly and a notice will be sent home.  It was asked 
if money should be budgeted – Jennifer was going to ask if we could get the Mr. 
Mozzarella school deal for lunch for the volunteers.  We are also going to look 
into getting coffee donated from Starbuck or Tims’.

 (8) New Business 

• Mark Sherboneau – Rotary Club Calendar Fundraiser

o Rotary is a service club

o Money pledged to various local charities, various programs.  

o The calendar is a money calendar and people can win.  Each calendar 
costs $20 – all money that is raised from sponsors for the production of 
the calendar.  

o 0-99 calendars, share $5 with the school

o 100+ means $10 per calendar shared with the school

o Jen put the motion forward for doing it this year, Lynn seconded

o It was discussed that this was a very short time window for this year, but 
that we would be keen to do it for next year and have it in place in 
November so that the calendars can be shown at the book fair



o The motion was not carried

o Lynn put forward a motion to have Mark at the October 2014 meeting, 
Kris seconded 

o 10 voted in favour of that motion

• Yearbook – Lynn Ogilvie

o The yearbook is $24.95 per book which comes to $8,283.50 to order the 
same amount as last year (330), there was a $900 rebate given last year 
by the school from the photo rebate

o Based on this the yearbooks could be sold for $23 each or we sell them 
for $25.

o Last year they were sold for $20 and the difference was made up by 
council

o Lynn put a motion on the floor that parents pay $23 per and that the 
$900 rebate from the pictures will go against the cost, seconded by 
Christina Radford carried by a vote of 10

• BBQ Update – Jennifer Roy

o Looking to have many of the same activities as last year

o New Ideas – Dunk tank, Yaki volunteered to come for free but as a thank 
you there could be donations.  Suggested that he do 2, 30 minute shows, 
arcade games, Photo booth, it was suggested that we rent a tent and 
picnic tables for families to be able to sit but there is a challenge with 
space, and this could be costly

o Date is June 12 which is a Thursday night

• Lindsay Whitmore – Family Dance

o Committee of 5, first meeting next Monday

o DJ has been reserved

o Budget will presented in January

o February 28th is the date

o The Albin family has agreed to have this be a fundraiser for Jessica

o Pakenham has offered a raffle prize of a free ski pass for the rest of this 
year and all of next year 



o Ideas for fundraising – glow sticks, photo booth, drinks, bake sale etc.

Meeting ended at 7:45, next meeting is January 13th



December 2013

 Principal’s Report to School Council

PD Session with Damian Cooper…..a renowned Ontario Educator who worked with all 
the staff on Assessment and how when done really well support student growth and 
learning.  Damian’s visit connected with our SIP.  Our SMART goal for our plan is:

Students will develop the ability to use creative and critical thinking skills and/or 
processes through ongoing assessment and feedback to improve their learning.

Ongoing specific feedback is NOT putting a mark on a child’s work.  It IS telling them 
what they have done well and where they need to work next.  So for example if a class 
has a learning goal related to word choice, then the specific feedback would be 
offering a student suggestions for varying their chosen words or finding words that 
have more impact.  Then the teacher follows this along in the next piece of writing.  OR 
it could be something related to varying sentence structure both in terms of length and 
complexity.

Complements to the staff who undertook the Snowsuit Fund; lead the Remembrance 
Day Assembly; successful Book Fair; progress reports home;  parent teacher interviews; 
picture retakes and ipad training for those with ipads.  

Finally, after a long, rewarding and interesting career I have decided to take up a new 
role in life…that is a lady of leisure.  Effective January 31st, I will retire from the 
Principalship and pursue many things out there in the world that are waiting for 
me….travel, recreation….golf, skiing, cycling…..and family.

Many thanks to the Council for your wonderful support.  You have allowed me to 
complete my career on a high due to the connections and relationships we have built 
to make our school better for your children.  It has been my pleasure and honour to 
work in this community.


