
BES Council Minutes

Thursday, April 11, 2019

6:30pm

Berrigan Elementary School Library

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

3. Approval of March Minutes 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

4. Reports 

a. Principal – Monica Garvie 

Wellness: Almost done the 21-day challenge she talked about last time. Good 
language to use with the kids. Looking ahead to see if it can be carried into 
next year. Also looking at ways to bring mindfulness to the staff as well. 

Engagement:  Education week is coming up in May. Bread festival is coming up 
in May. Kinders do their collection fair soon. Art show is on May 1st. 

Learning: Last time talked about the tech tubs and how Mr. Newton is 
distributing them to the homerooms. That took away from the bins that were 
kept in the library. It was asked if it would be possible to keep some loaner 
tubs. Hoping Council will purchase 10 more Chrome Books: $3400 + tax that 
would stay in the library.  

EQAO is coming up for Grade 3 and 6. Involves a lot of planning for staff. May 
28-30.  

Discusses blended Grade 6 for English stream which was implemented this year 
– looking to do it again next year. School Board would like some data on it to 
see how it’s run. Grade 6’s are going to do a survey on Monday to give 



feedback, and then Monica and Jenn are going to run some focus groups next 
week along with the Research Officer from the Board. Also plan to survey the 
staff. Jenn R notes that it would also be helpful to get feedback from the 
students’ parents. Monica notes that staff and student feedback so far has all 
been good.  

Staffing is underway for next year. Monica states she has received a lot of 
parent requests and she will take reasonable requests into consideration as 
much as possible.  

Kindergarten Info Night is May 16th. It’s going to be informal – start out in the 
library and then spend some time in the classrooms so parents can see where 
the children learn. 

Leading: Grade 6’s are having their book fair. Erin says there are about 20 
boxes of books already. Prices range from 20 cents to $4. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity for kids who may not be able to afford the Scholastic fair books. 

VP – Jennifer Lisowski  

 Not much to add. Melting snow has resulted in more parking spaces. The yard is 
muddy. Hopefully the play structure will be open soon. 

b. Teacher Representative – Erin Coupe 

Barrhaven Food Cupboard 
Berrigan collected 45 boxes of food and gave a monetary donation of 
$683.00. Thank you School Council for donating the profits from the dance 
held in April. 

Jump Rope for Heart 
We will be having a kick-off assembly for Jump Rope for Heart on April 25th. 

Grade 6  
The Grade 6 Used Book sale will take place on April 17th. 

The Grade 6s will be visiting LDHSS on April 30th in the morning. 

Art Gallery 
On Wednesday May 1st, our 3rd Annual Art Gallery evening will be taking 
place here at Berrigan! Our theme and inspiration this year is “The 4 
Seasons.” Visitors will be able to view the gallery from 5pm to 8pm. This 



event will display one work of art from every student in the gym and foyer. 
In addition, there will be a whole-school collaborative piece as well as some 
interactive art for parents and siblings to try. 

From Eco Club 
The Plastic Bag Challenge will be taking place from April 15 - 26 and is an 
opportunity for the Berrigan community to drop off single-use grocery bags 
to be recycled. Mrs. Rainer’s grade 2 class will be acting as ambassadors. 

Education Week 
Music Monday - Monday May 6th 
Kindergarten Collection Fair - Wednesday May 8th 
Bread Festival - Thursday May 9th 

Paperbag Princess Musical 
On April 24th  “To Be Determined Theatre Co” will be presenting the Paper 
Bag Princess to students in JK - 3. There is a cost of $3/student and there 
will be 2 shows to accommodate all the classes. 

Basketball 
Grade 6 Girls tournament April 24th @ Farley Mowat 
Grade 6 Boys tournament April 25th @ Farley Mowat  
Grade ⅘ Girls tournament April 29th @ Farley Mowat 
Grade ⅘ Boys tournament April 30th @ Farley Mowat 

c. Treasurer – Jayda 

Refers to report on back page of minutes. Notes there is an issue with the 
PayPal account right now due to new rules by CRA. The funds are being 
withheld until the name is changed on the account. We had previously not 
associated an individual name with the account because Council changes. Not 
all funds will be available in our account while the issue remains, so we have to 
be careful in paying out all the allocated funds in the budget. Should be 
resolved soon. 

d. Co-chair – Jenn Roy & Allison Mika 

Food drive, as Erin stated, did really well. Less than we raised last year, but 
still great. The dance was fun and the DJ was amazing. 

Last movie night is April 26th = Mary Poppins Returns. 

Spring Fling is Saturday, May 11th. Will start collecting things soon. Encourages 
people to save treasures for white elephant sale. 



Lunch orders are done for the last term - start on Monday. 

5. New Business 

Return to Monica’s request for 2 bins of 5 Chrome Books. Erin explains that 
Coding Club uses the computers too – right now each student takes a Chrome 
Book from the class bin and is responsibility for taking it to the library. Notes 
that the Chrome Books are very well used. Need to order through a Board-
approved supplier. Jayda says with tax it would come to $3842; suggests 
rounding up to $3900.  

Motion to purchase 10 Chrome Books at a cost not to exceed $3900. 
Motion carried. 

Adjourned 7:10pm


