
Berrigan Elementary School Council
BES Classroom

Monday, May 5, 2014 6:30pm
Minutes

Attendance:
See Sign in sheet

1. Welcome – Lynn Ogilvie
- Call to order at 6:35pm

2. Approval of  Agenda  - Jennifer St. Amant moved, 2nd by Esmat Fares

3. Approval of Minutes – Esmat Fares  moved, 2nd by Kim Hogan

4. Reports

Principal – Brent Smith

 Teacher staffing – Nancy Reid promoted as Principal to Alta Vista PS
 May 1st list for staffing had two full time positions
 Tell them from Me Survey – 168 parents have filled it out.
 Students (Grade 4-6) will be starting soon, great to get their perspectives
 Yard issues to be addressed in the coming months

VP-Nancy Reid

EQAO testing Grade 6 May 24th-26th and Grade 3 June 2-4
Parents guide can be found on the website www.eqao.com
Class placement meetings taking place
Full day Kindergarten – ECEs being assigned 

 Teacher  Rep – Janice St-Germain

  *see attached

 Treasurer – Jayda Siggers

o Talked through the budget 
o a cheque was issued for the agendas that were not paid for in the 

amount of $3833.05

OCASC Rep – Susan Klimchuk

  *see attached

http://www.eqao.com
http://www.eqao.com


Co-Chair – Jenn Roy

o June 18th is the Staff Appreciation breakfast
o Online ordering will be implemented next year for lunch programs
o Possibility of fundraising using Entertainment Books 14$ profit with 

each book
o LDH is selling them

New Business

 Laura Wood  - not able to attend
- Jenn gave update that Laura will not be continuing with the BBQ. Discussion 

was held regarding the rescheduling of the BBQ. Jayda will look into the 
contracts and deposits in the amount of $1094.92. Motion to Move BBQ to 
the fall approved by Jenn Roy, 2nd by Esmat Fares

Jenn Roy

Discussed the upcoming garage sale, still waiting for cheques. There will be 
raffles, plant sales, face painting. The signs were made by a parent at LDH. Past 
complaint was not enough advertising. Chief custodian has been very helpful.

Lindsay Whitmore

Discussion was held regarding the lunch programs and the repercussions of 
them, unhealthy, peer pressure associated and marketing behind. Berrigan is on 
the higher end of the number of lunch programs within schools offering hot 
lunch programs 4 days a week. Questioning what is normal?  Discussion about 
healthy eating took place and alternatives were offered such as Bento Box, Go 
Green Lunch Box, and Supperworks.

Esmat 

Upcoming Fun Day – motion asking council for 500$ - Jennifer St. Amant  
approved, 2nd Lynn Ogilvie. Asking for a call out to volunteers. Freezies need to 
be purchased. Dates are set for Primary June 11th and Kindergarten June 23rd. 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:15

Next Council Meeting: Monday, June 2nd, 2014 at 6:30
BES Library



Vice-Principal’s Report

       

EQAO Testing

• Grade 6 testing is May 26th to 28th; Grade 3 is June 2nd- 4th 

• Six one-hour sessions of assessment activities to demonstrate their knowledge 
and skills in  reading, writing, and mathematics

• Does reflect the curriculum and should not be a stressor for students

• One of the pieces if data we look at as a school to determine where are 
strengths are as well as the areas that may require greater or more specific 
focus – helps us establish next steps

• All of the data we gather assists us in determining our SIPSA focus

• Parents can help by making sure appointments are scheduled on another day

• Questions and answers for parents and Parents’ Guide to EQAO is available on 
the EQAO website www.eqao.com

Class Placement Meetings

• We have already started the promotions and placement lists for next year.

• The school is looking at building class lists at this time.

• A lot of considerations go into building these lists: ratio of boys/girls, type/
teaching style of teacher, need for specialized support, ensuring student has 
friends in the class, separating students

• Encourage people to let us know if they are moving in or out

Lock down and Fire Drill Practices

• We have had our spring lockdown practice which went very well. Lockdown 
practices are becoming very routine to students in the same way as fire drills 
are.

• We can anticipate three fire drill practices over the next few weeks.

Full Day Kindergarten Preparation

http://www.eqao.com
http://www.eqao.com


• Lots of resources and materials coming in

• Kdg teachers have been working hard to unpack, sort, deliver materials to where 
they are needed for next year

• They have also been visiting schools who have already had full day kindergarten 
to gather information of what worked effectively in the basic logistics of 
preparation and organization (example: having someone in charge of the orders 
and unpacking  to keep everything running smoothly with distribution of 
materials)

• They have been attending professional development sessions on inquiry/play-
based learning.

• We have a number of ECEs assigned to us daily to support the program



Teachers’ Report

Berrigan’s annual Bread Festival is coming this Thursday – Each year the festival 
provides a wonderful opportunity to celebrate Berrigan’s diversity!  We have 42 
countries represented at last count, and it’s not too late to contribute bread, if you are 
interested.  Parents are always welcome to visit the event too, to sample the delicious 
treats

Students in Patricia Roy’s grade 3 ETFI are in the middle a unit on persuasive writing.  
This unit sparked students to plan a Canned Food Drive.  To date, they have collected 
over 40 boxes of canned goods for the Barrhaven Food Cupboard.  This amazing 
opportunity will help feed families in our community.  Next week the kids in this class 
are super excited to be creating a persuasive puppet show!

Grade three dance club members are practicing a dance choreographed by grade six 
students at Berrigan.  The final dance will be presented at our upcoming talent show. 

Grade 1 EFI students had Nature Canada and “Falcon Ed” visit along with their great 
horned owl and American kestral. The students were amazed to see a real predator 
bird up so close and personal! There was lots of information to learn and it was a great 
presentation!   This initiative was free, thanks to Nature Canada!

The Berrigan Foyer was the location for an Eco Art Gallery during Earth day, April 
22nd.   Art contributions were donated from a range of classes and the Grade 1/2 Eco 
Club created a quilt to mark the occasion. The Eco club is hopeful that this quilt will 
find a more permanent home in the school.  Watch for it!

EFI teacher Catherine McLatchy is hosting Student-Led Conferences in her classroom 
next Thursday evening for parents to come and see all of the learning that has been 
going on.  Students will be running these conferences on their own (fingers crossed!) 
and showcasing all of their hard work.

EFI and Regular grade 5 classes went to the Parliament Buildings and Rideau Hall last 
week.  The students had a wonderful day learning about the history of the buildings 
and how government works.  There was even a cameo appearance by G.G. David 
Johnston’s wife, Sharon, who came down to introduce herself to one of the classes.

Grade Four students in Nicole Fournier’s class hosted a presentation of ancient 
civilizations last week.  Each student presented their research in Social Studies on a 
topic. Other classes and parents were welcome to attend to see their learning. Students 
were in costume, had food to serve, games to play and artifacts displayed about their 
particular civilization.

 All grade 5 students will be involved in a drum making workshop this week.  They 
will learn how to stretch the drum skin appropriately and then follow correct procedure 
on the use of staple guns.  Once the drums are complete, student will be learning how 
to play them under the direction of their teachers and a local musician.



The Grade 2 EFI classes of Madame Love, Waxman, Stafford have been learning 
about the sugar bush and the process of making maple sugar products.  These classes 
visited the Maple Sugar Festival at the Vanier Muséoparc on April 4th, 2014. 

In Madame Love’s class they are learning about healthy foods by participating in a 
“Healthy Eating Challenge”, students checked their lunches each day to identify the 4 
food groups. As a reward, they earned the opportunity to create a healthy smoothie in 
class. Students also created a brochure about foods that help them called,  "Go, Grow 
and Glow". Based on student inquiry in this unit, it led students to learn about food 
allergies. The three students with food allergies in the class each presented 
information about their own allergy.  This project took the form of poster presentation 
and video interview along with an epi-pen demonstration – the results were AWESOME!

Berrigan’s Jump Rope for Heart inititive will kick off on Friday for all students with 
the Skipping Club!  The event will take place outdoors, weather permitting.  Skipping 
stations will be run by grade six students.  This is a great leadership opportunity for 
the 6s and fitness initiative for the whole school.

On  Monday, May 12th the EFI grade ones are going to the Ottawa Children's Festival 
for performances of "Frogz" and "Pinnochio dans ma valise".  Then on Thursday, May 
15th they will travel to the Sheep Shearing Festival at the Experimental Farm at the 
Agriculture Museum.

Towards the end of the Month, Madame Sabeti will be hosting all Grade 1 parents for a 
performance of the play, The Three little Pigs.

Mrs Tinley has spearheaded our 1st annual Berrigan Art Gallery.  It will be held on 
May 20 (afternoon and evening) and the 21 of May, in the morning.   Parents and 
community members will be invited in to school during the evening of the 20th. It will 
take place in the foyer and library

Students have also been offered the opportunity to design the logo for the Art Gallery 
and to create a slogan and title for this year's show. The winning design will be 
featured on the art posters advertising the event. 

Junior Track and Field Day will take place on May 15th; students will take part in all 
track and field events by rotating through stations from 8:30 to 2:00.  Students will be 
grouped by grade and gender. (ie. All grade 4 girls will travel together, all grade 6 boys 
together, etc.)  Track and Field day will act as a qualifying event for students wishing to 
represent Berrigan at the Board Track and Field meet in June. 
(Students will be able to participate in a maximum of two events to give as many 
students as possible the chance to participate.)

Our very own Tracey Tinley has been nominated for a National Capital Educator’s 
award!  

Mark your calendar - Upcoming Events

•EQAO gr. 6  - May 26-28



•EQAO gr. 3 – June 2-4
•Grade  6 - End of Year Trip to Montreal -  June 5
•Grade 6 Leaving Ceremony – June 25



OCASC Report to Council of
OCASC meeting on April 17, 2014

Presentation:  Members of the OCDSB Business and Learning Technologies team
The OCDSB tech plan, in its draft form, was presented to the Assembly.  A key 
shift in the plan is a move from a single mode of fixed-in-place access (the 
traditional desktop computer lab) to a mobile technology environment that 
encourages the use of technology where it is needed, when it is needed.  
Schools are now able to acquire and use a range of devices, including 
integrating personal devices.  They introduced the concept of BYOD: bring your 
own device.  This is not a replacement for school-based (and district-owned) 
technology.  In fact, the District is investing more than ever in mobile 
technology.  BYOD requires no specific device but encourages the appropriate 
device in any given learning situation.  The District will not ever tell families 
which device may or must be purchased for use in schools.

Next meeting: May 15, 7-9pm at Fisher Park School, library.  This meeting will also be 
the AGM and a new executive will be elected/ratified at this time.

Respectfully submitted by
Susan Klimchuk
OCASC Rep.


