
BES Council Minutes

Thursday, November 8, 2018

6:30pm

Berrigan Elementary School Library

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

3. Approval of October Minutes 

Moved by Jenn. Approved. 

4. Reports 

• Principal – Brent Smith 

Provides a handout summarizing the work the different working groups are 
doing on the school’s math learning plans – set out in “if … then” statements. 
Encourages parents to ask teachers about what their students are doing. 

Interviews – Jenn is setting up online parent-teacher interviews. Parents will be 
sent the information on Sunday, November 11. Interviews are being held the 
evening of November 22 and morning of November 23. 

Traffic report – Brent has been out on the lay-by and sent around instructions 
for using the “zipper merge.” Brent asked the city safety council if they could 
send someone by to audit the traffic in the area. Gives a huge thank you to the 
teachers who help monitor the kiss and ride in the morning. 

VP – Jennifer Lisowski  

 Absent tonight. 

• Teacher Representative – Erin Coupe 

Explains that she brings various reports from the teachers to council. 



From Mrs. Gunhouse 
Knitting and crochet club has started and runs Mondays and Thursdays, 10:30 - 11:15 for 
students in Grades 3-6. 

From Mrs. Varvaresos 
So far, there are 146 students signed up for Ski Club. The goal is 300-320. Forms are due by 
November 22nd. 

From Grade 4 EFI 
We had 2 workshops with Scientists in School today and another one to be held next week. 
Students dissected owl pellets to discover mice skeletons, that they then rebuilt. Thank you 
School Council for your generosity; the students loved it and were all very engaged. 

From Mrs. Francey 
Math Club is beginning next week for Grade 6 students on Wednesday at second recess in the 
library. Students will do a combination of math puzzles, brain teasers, games or homework. 
Later in the year, they plan to invite Grade Ones and Twos to learn/play math games. 

From Mrs. Stewart/Mrs. MacLeod 
EF6B and R6A raised $1014 for Make a Wish through donations at their Halloween Haunted 
Library. Thank you to the school community for supporting this. The other 4 grade 6 classes 
will take their turn running an event later in the year. 

From Mrs. Randall/Mme Coupe 
On December 6th students in Grades 5 and 6 will participating in an Hour of Code, which is an 
opportunity to introduce coding using Scratch to as many students as possible.  

Intramurals & Athletics 

Junior Open Gym will be starting next week. Grade 5 will be dodgeball and Grade 4 will be 
Bordenball. 

Bordenball tryouts are underway for the Grade 3/4/5 girls and boys teams. The tournaments 
are at the end of the month at Kars on the Rideau.  

Explains basic rules of bordenball. 

• Treasurer – Jayda Siggers 

Refers to back page of the minutes for monthly account report. After we 
consider funds that have been allocated to various school initiatives, we have 
just over $4000 in the account. Reiterates that she is still looking to recruit a 
new treasurer. 

• Co-chair – Jenn Roy & Allison Mika 

Clothing sale is closed – about 300 orders. The orders should be received this 
week and distributed. 



Movie night on October 26th – over 300 people attended (second biggest movie 
night ever). We started late because the line up was so long. Notes that 
it’s hard to get kids to stop running around the back of the gym and asks 
parents to keep an eye on their kids. Discussion about reasons for the 
disturbances. Jenn notes that this is not a drop-off event and parents 
are responsible for their own kids. Notes that more volunteers would be 
appreciated. 

We were approached by some students from LDH before the last movie night. 
Declined their request for the last movie night because there was no 
time to bring it to council. A business class is selling jars with lights in 
them. The students want to set up a table at the next movie night to sell 
his product. Jenn notes that it would be nice to support the students. 
Brent says it’s nice to have former students come back. It would be nice 
to keep it separate from the event we do for the food bank. 

Eisen submitted her resignation from council, as the meeting times don’t work 
with her schedule. We are back to six voting council members. 

MOTION to reimburse Dan the $131.40 for the website renewal. Approved. 

A parent asks for an explanation. Jayda notes that Dan (Jenn’s husband) set up 
this system and it’s far cheaper than going through the individual food 
companies for ordering. We can’t get students to do it because a teacher 
has to supervise. 

MOTION to provide dinner for the teachers on the evening of November 22 
(interviews) as in previous years. The school usually covers this out of 
school-generated funds, so if we provide it, it frees those funds up for 
other things. Last time we set a cap of $500 on the expense. Carried. 

Jenn thanks all the parents for coming out to the meeting. Notes that we are 
always looking for volunteers, and it’s good to get involved now since 
some of the existing council members are moving on next year. 

5. New Business 

None. 

Adjourned 7:05pm.


